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Introduction

Small samples from seven Iron Age vessels illustrated by wheeler (1943) in.his

report on the 1930's excavations at Maiden Castle, were submiéted'for detailed
fabric examination in thin section under the petrological microscop' "addition, :;

heavy mineral separation was carried out on each of the sample 'herds. Thé materia1 5

analyzed was selected from a range of vessels which stretch chronologxcally_at _;;;f

Valley Gravels.



Petrology and Fabric

1). MC B9 (7A). Bowl from a late A pit (BY9). Fig. 59, no. 56.

2). MC D RV (7). Plain-rimmed cooking-pot from an early to mid A level on site D.

]

Fig. 59, no. 63.

3). MC B 23 (6). Early form of bead-rim on a pot with the red haematite cdating
of the A tradition. with A and early B pottery in a pit (B23) on

site B. B" < 50 B. C'c Flg' 66’ noc. 96' _.

4). MC Pit 12 (2) (C4A) Site G. Browm ware, rough and sllghtly angular bead,L_ 

incised double-wave pattern..From a pzt (GéA) on_sit G. Early rf_

Bii, last quarter of the first century B c.'"""

5). He (3B) 1492 RV. Pot of notably grztty grey. ware, from an:earl‘”Biltlevel‘_

on site H.. Soon after 25 B.C.. Fig. 66, no.; 

6); MC B 38 (5). Flat-rimmed pot of . brown1sh~grey ware w;th lug~hand e;plerced

7). MC O Ramnart

sectioning shows that all the samples are reasonably 51mllar 1n fabrlcg contaxning

frequent subangular quartz grains ranging up to about 1. 80mm 1n 51ze, w1th fleck 5

of mica and a 11tt1e shale, mudstone, flint, quart21te_and_c3101teg set
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fairly clean anisotropic reddish-brown clay matrix. This range of non-plastic
inclusions and their texture cloéely resembles later BBl 'waster' sherds from

a number of likely production sites in the Wareham - Poole Harbour area of Dorset,
although some of the Maiden Castle sherds are slightly coarser-grained. This is
confirmed by the heavy mineral résults, all of wbich produced suites_§f heavy
minerals in which tourmaline doﬁinates the aSSemﬁlage, suggesting_thezTgrtiary

sands of the above mentioned region {(cf. Williams, 1977), h

Commen ts

numbers {Cunliffe, 1984, 247); “*;_?_3.~3'
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