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This work i s  p a r t  o f  a  long-term p r o j e c t  on the  p e t r o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  Roman 

mortaria.  

U69 AG 2 506 

The sherd i s  pinkish whi te  (Munsell 7.5YR 8/2) i n  co lou r  and crowded wi th  rounded 

brown and r ed  la7,a i nc lus ions  up to 5mm across .  I n  t h i n  s e c t i o n  the  Lava can be 

seen to have a  dominantly t r a c h y t i c  texture.  Sanidine f e l s p a r  i s  abundant bu t  

t h e r e  is some p l ag ioc l a se  and a u g i t e  a s  wel l  a s  occas iona l  g r a i n s  of  b i o t i t e  and 

z e o l i t e .  

There can be l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h i s  mortarium o r i g i n a t e s  i n  an a rea  of  r e c e n t  

igneous rocks and I t a l y  would be an e n t i r e l y  app ropr i a t e  source  region. There a r e  

some volcanic  rocks to be found i n  the  no r th  of  t h e  country, bu t  t he  main concen t r a t ion  

l i e s  i n  the  volcanic  t r a c t  t h a t  covers  l a r g e  a r e a s  of  E t ru r i a ,  Lat ium and Campania 

( ~ e s i o ,  1973). Without f u r t h e r  comparative m a t e r i a l  and geologica l  informa t i on  

i t  i s  impossible  to be more s p e c i f i c .  
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