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Parasitological investigations on the "Anglian Helmet pit", 
Coppergate Development site (YAT Site Code 1982.22). 

Ancient Monuments Laboratory Report 

Two samples, 60 and 61, were examined for parasite ova to 
test the hypothesis that the pit containing the Coppergate Helmet 
was a latrine or cess pit. Two methods of examining soil samples 
for parasite ova were used. Initially, the 'Stoll' method (HAFF, 
1977) was followed to examine sub-samples, thereafter they were 
subjected to a flotation techniques using saturated magnesium 
sulphate solution following the procedure given by Burden et al. 
(1976). Neither test revealed parasite ova. These investigations 
provide no support for the hypothesis that the pit was used to 
dispose of human excrement. 
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