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A small group of mammal, bird, fish bone and shell+ish" totalling 
827 f r· <-'H.:J men t s trJa s ,~ ec over' .. E·d. The f o 11 ot,,Ji n q sp <~~~ i E·s ~·Jen·~' 
·.i.denti·J:iE·d• o;.: (UOS domestic:) j,()f::J frr·a<;jment:s lc\lit~h :i.>;o:::
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fragments, · sheep/g~~i <Q~i§ domestic:/~~QC~ domestic) 75 fragments 
with 117 sheep-sized fragments, pig (~~§ . ~omestic) .~1 frag~ents, 
horsE~ (i;:;;Q!c..\~t§ domestic) 7 fragments, :·t.:=dlot•\1 dee!'- \!d.~~Cf.!~ Q~ma) :1. 
fragment,dog (~~Qi§ domestic) 11 fragments, cat CE§li§ dom;;tic) 
1 ·fr'"·,::tgment, han~ ('=§Q.U§ sp) l frr·aqmE·nt , .... r-~~~l:i:i.t <Q!::.'.Y!;t~2 1_~g.!:-..\§ 
~.U.DL~. ~\LU§) :1. +r~a<;Jrnent, domestic: fowl \[~~LUJ~?. clomestic) 1 ~,5 
fr~agrrH?nts and 7 unidentifi<::d::de bird, cod <~?.!.~rJ.!::.t~ rugr~hua) 1 
fraqment and oyster CQ§tC§~ §QULi§) 2 valves. The ~ema;~~;~ was 
unidentifiable. No qoats were positively identi~ied so t·hQ 
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sheep/qoat c:ateqory are probably all sheep. All the bone was 
measured, details of the identifications, and measurements are 
available from Mr K Whitehouse. 

i'·'iost. of 
depos:i. ts .1 

med i <=~val .1 

the bone (89%) came from 13th and 14th Century ditch 
mainly from B 19 and B :1.3, the remaind~r bei~g post 

or poorly stratified. 

Ox and ox-sized cateqories were the most numerous, both 
numerically and also by weiqht, sheep/goat and sheep sized being 
of ~-:;E·condar .. y importance. Fig, --,:-fall ovJ de<=:•r'- (tentatively 
identified from a femur shaft fragment), hare, rabbit, domestic 
fowl and cod all represent food remains. Oysters were a cheap and 
Pooular food in the Middle Ages, and in London at the end of 'h ,. r.. e 
thirteenth century cost twopence a gallon <Wilson 1973, 35). 

Ox are represented by most parts of the skeleton except for the 
horn cores which were probably taken elsewhere for the horn 
sheaths to be removed for horn making. Much of the bone · 

15 
butchered, especially the mandibles which were Chopped through 
the diastema and also close to the th1rd molar, this may have 
been done for the extraction of marrow. Many limb bones were 
chopped and vertebral centra chopped axially. Knifecuts were seen 
on a the lateral surface of a cervical vertebra, Some ox bone was 
bU.I'"Tlt inc 1 ud i n<;J a th i ,,..d phal an;.: (both fr-om B 19) • The 1 i mb 
extremities represent poor quality meat and alternativelv were 
often used in glue making and bone working. Sheep bones we~e also 
butchered and showed evidence of both knifecuts and chopmarks, 
knifecuts were seen about the midshaft. of a humerus in B 13. Both 
the pig bones that were burnt were from t~e feet (8 19), and may 
be from a roasting carcase that was too close to the fire. Other 
pig bones also showed signs of chopping and knifecuts. 

Cattle were mostly mature with all permanent teeth in full wear 
and epiphyseal fusion complete as were sheep, beth these animals 
would have used for milk and _traction, and .wool respectively 
before coming to the table . ~onversely the p1g bones were often 
immature since the use of this animal is as a ~arcase for meat 
and hide. Pig also have a high fecundity rat&, especially in 
comparison to cattle and sheep, wh1ch makes early slaughter 
ec o nomic:. 
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probably 

horse bones were recovered these, with dog and 
:i.ncicl<? nt.::i l inclus ions t··~hich ~-~Jer~e nDt eaten. 
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I astragalus from B 22 showed exostoses and slight eburnation on 
the facet for articulation with the calcaneum, and may be 
evidence of osteoarthritis, which can result from ageing and 
work. A dog femur from post medieval deposits, B 12, showed 
slight exostoses around the distal articulation, the dog bones 
from B 12 may be from a single animal. Domestic fowl were kept in 
large numbers during the medieval period, both for their eggs and 
flesh, rabbits and hare were also commonly eaten, and although 
considered a poor man's game, were coursed on foot with dogs 
(Ibid, 83 ) . The single cod cleithrum from B 6 b, a 13th century 
ditch infill, may be the remains of salted or dried fish that 
formed so regular and monotonous a part of the medieval diet. 
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