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Bodysherd from a ?Camulodunum 1835A.
Bodysherd from a Dressel 20.

Bodysherd from a Dressel 1 or Dressel 2-4, in a 'black sand' fabric.

" 11 " (]} 111 [1] H "
- L ]

Handle from a Dressel 1, probably the 1B form.
Bodysherd from a 7Camulodunum 1854,

Bodysherd from a Dressel 1 or Dressel 2-4.
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Bodysherd from a Southern Spanish amphora.

5000/B/113 Handle from a Dressel 1, probably the 1B form.

5000/B/11 Two bodysherds from a Dressel 1 or Dressel 2«4, in a 'biack-sand' fabrie.
5000/B/3 Two bodysherds from a Dressel 1 or Dressel 2-4.

5000/8/3 18 " " " " " ",

5000/B/41 Bodysherd from a Dressel 1 or Dressel 2-4.

5000/B/113 " " " " " .

5000/B/1 " " " " "



Commen ts

It is possible that none of the material from Trench B (?pre-Roman) is later

than the end of the 1st century B.C. or early 1st century A.D. If Dressel 2-4

is present the date-range can be lengthened, though not necessarily so (see below).
1f the non-Trench B material 1s associated with Roman features then the Dressel 1

sherds are probably residual, as this form belongs to the first two centuries B.C.

Comments on Individual Forms

Dressel 1 and Dressel 2-4

Dressel 1 are wine-carrying amphorae that were made primarily in the Campanian,
Latium and Etruria districts of Italy (Peacock, 1971; 1977a). The 1A form was
produced from about 130B.C. till around the middle of the first century B.C.,while
the 1B form was made from the first quarter of the first century B.C. until the
last decade of the century (ibid.; Tchernia, 1983). Fairly large numbers of
Dressel 1A have been recovered from Hengistbury Head in Dorset, while the majority
of Dressel 1B vessels are found noxrth of the Thames (Peacock, 1984), 1t is clear,
however, that the 1B form is alsc found in small numbers along the central south
coast, A few vims of the 1B form appear for instance at Hengistbury Head
(Peacock, 1971), while examples are also known from Fishbourne (Cunliffe, 1975,

Fig.100, no.159) and Chichester (Peacock, 1978, Fig.10.15, no.3).

Apart from thé two Dressel 1 handles, there are a number of featureless bodysherds
from Oving which may also belong to this form. However, it is difficult to be
precise because similar fabrics were used for the later Dressel 2~4 form, which

is the direct successor on Italian kiln sites to Dressel 1 amphorae {Peacock, 1977a).
It is possible therefore that these bodysherds.belong instead to the Dressel 2-4
form, which ranges in date from the later first century B,C. to the mid second
century A.D. (Zevi, 1966). In particular the comparative ;hin-walling of one of

the sherds numbered 5000/B/3 is suggestive of a Dressel 2-4 vessel rather than



the heavier, thicker-walled Dressel 1, In addition to Italy, this important form,
widely distributed in late Iron Age and Roman'Bfitain, was also made in a range
of different fabrics in France, Spain and the Aegean, as well as in England, at

Brockley Hill (Castle, 1978).

Four bodysherds at Oving are in a distimctive 'black sand' fabric - caused by
dark-coloured inclusions of augite = which occurs in both the Dressel 1A and 1B
forms as well as Dressel 2-4, The recent find of a Dressel 1A rim from Lake Faem,
borset, in the 'black sand' fabric demonstrates that this fabric also reached
Britain in the 1A form as well as the 1B mentioned by Peacock (1971). The presence
of yellow (melanitic) garnet in this fabric led Courtois and Velde (1978) to
suggest an origin in the Latium region. However, yellow-brown garnet is alsc a
feature of the sands further south, and & Campanian origin, in particular the

area around Pompeii and Herculanium, has been advocated by Peacock (1977b).

Further analysis by Vélde and Courtois (1983) using an electron microprobe has
distinguished two separate compositional groups of yellow garnet, of which one source
the§ propose is situated near to Rome and another in the Vesuvius region. The
latter suggestion agrees with Peacock's (1977b) suggestion, but as yet there is

no archaeological evidence for an origin near Rome for the 'black sand' fabric.

Dressel 20

Dressel 20 amphorae were made in the southern Spanish province of Baetica, along
the River Guadalquivir and its tributaries between Seville and Cordoba, and
carried olive-oil. The form and its precurser Oberaden 83 had a long life, from
at least the last years of the first century B.C. to the late third, possibly

fourth- century A.D. (Williams and Peacock, 1983).



Camulodunum 185A

This form also has its origin in Baetica (Tchernia, 1980), the similarity in
fabric withfiire common Dressel 20 suggesting a source in the region of the River
Guadalquivir (Peacock, 1971). Due to the fabric similarities of the two types,

it is possible that the two featureless bodysherds attributed here to the
Camulodunum 185A form are in reality thin-walled Dressel 20 sherds. Amphorae

of Camulodunum 185A form (Haltexrn 70) recovered from the Port Vendres II1 shipwreck
carry inscriptions describing the contents as defrutum, a sweet liquid obtained
from boiling down the must (Coils et al, 1977; Parker and Price, 1981). The

date-range for this form is from about the mid first century B.C. to the mid

first century A.D. (Colls et al, 1977; Tchernia, 1980).

Southern Spanish

This material probably derives from the coastal regions of southern Spain,
between Cadiz and Malaga, and seems to have been mainly used to carry fish-based

products from the late lst century B.C. to the 2nd century A.D. (Peacock, 1971; 1974).

References
Castle, S.A. (1978) Amphorae from Brockley Hill, Britannia, 9, 383-92,

Colls, D., Etienne, R., (1977) L'épave Port-Vendres II et le commerce de

Lequement, B., Liou, B. la Bétique a 1'époque de Claude, Archaeonautica, 1.

and Mayet, F.



Courtois, L. (1978) Une amphore a grenat jaune du Latium a

and Velde, B. amathonte, Bulletin Class. Hellenic, 102,
977-81,

Cunliffe, B.W. (1971) Excavations at Fishbourne 1961-1969 Vol.II :

The Finds, Rep. Res. Com. Soc. Ant. Lond., 27.

Parker, A.J. (1981) Spanish exports of the Claudian period:the
and Price, J, significance of the Port Vendres II wreck

reconsidered, Int. J. Nautical Arch. and

Underwater Explor., 10, 221-28,

Peacock, D.P.S. (1971) Roman amphorae in pre~Roman Britain, M. Jesson

and D. Hill (eds.), The Iron Age and its

Hill-Forts Southampton, 165-88.

Peacock, D.P.S. (1974) Amphorae and the Baetican fish industry, Antiq. J

54, 232-43.

Peacock, D.P.S. (1977a) Recent discoveries of Roman amphora kilns in

Italy’ Antigo JO’ 57’ 262"690

Peacock, D.P.S. (1977b) Pompeian red ware, in D.P.S. Peacock, (ed.),

Pottery and Early Commerce, London, 147-62,

Peacock, D.P.S. ’ (1978) 'The amphorae', in Down, A. Chichester

Excavations 111, Chichester, 243-244,

Peacock, D.P.S. (1984) 'Amphorae in Iron Age Britain : a reassessment’,
1“ Hacready’ S. and Thompson, F.H. (EdSO)’

Cross-Channel Trade between Gaul and Britain

in the Pre-Roman Iron Age, Soc. Ant. Lond. Occ.

Paper (NOSO) l@, 37"42'



-6

Tchernia, A. (1980) Quelques remarques sur le commerce du vin et
les amphores, in J.H. D'Arms and E.C. Kopff (eds.)

The Seaborne Commerce of Ancient Rome ; Studies

in Archaeology and History, Mem., Amer. Academy

in Rome' 36, 305"'12.

Tchernia, A, (1983) 1Italian wine in Gaul at the end of the Republic,
in P. Garnsey, K. Hopkins and C.R. Whittaker

(eds.}, Trade in the Ancient Economy,

London, 87-104.

Velde, B. (1983) Yellow garnets in Roman amphorae - a possible

and Courtois, L. tracer of ancient commerce, J, Archaeological

Science, 10, 531-39.

Hilliams, D.F. and {(1983) The importation of olive-o0il into Roman Britain,

Peacock, D.P.S. in J. Bldzquez and J. Remesal (eds.), Prod., Y

Com. de Aceite en la Ant{géedad. 11 Congresse,

Madrid, 263-80.

Zevi, F. (1966) Appunti sulle anfore romane, Archaeologisa

Classica, 18, 207-47.



