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AMPHORAE FROM BATH

D.F., Williams, Ph.D., F.S.A.
(DOE Ceramic Petrology Project)

Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton

Pélichet 47

BSS 227, 206, 162, 84-205, B5-us, 345, 84-123.

RB84 126-1-15.

Eight bodysherds from Gallic amphorae, probably Pélichet 47, a flat-bottomed wine
amphora predominantly made in southern France, more particularly around the

mouth of the Rhéne in Languedoc, where a number of kilns are known (Peacock, 1978;
Widemann et al, 1979). It was also one of the amphorae types made at the recently
excavated kilns at Crouzilles, Indre et Loire (information from Alain Ferdiere),
indicating that the form was also made in central Gaul as well. Pélichet 47

had a long date range from about the middle of the first century A.D. to at least
the early fourth century A.D. {Panella, 1973). 1In Britain, this type is not

found in pre-Boudiccan levels (Peacock, 1978),

Dressel 2-4
855 172
Small bodysherd, probably from a Dressel 2-4 wine amphora, in a distinctive

'black sand' fabric - caused by dark-coloured inclusions of augite. The presence

of yellow (melanitic) garnet in this fabric led Courtois and Velde (1978) to



suggest an origin in the Latium region. However, yellow~brown garnet is also a
feature of the sands further south, and a Campanian origin, in particular the

area around Pompeii and Herculanium, has been advocated by Peacock (1977)., Further
analysis by Velde and Courtois {1983) using an electron microprobe has distinguished
two separate compositional groups of yellow garnet, of which one source they

propose is situated near to Rome and another in the region of Vesuvius. The

latter proposal agrees with Peacock's (1977) suggestion, but as yet there is no

archaeological evidence for an origin near Rome for the 'black sand' fabric.

Dressel Z2-4 range in date from the later first century B.C. to the mid second
century A.D. (Zevi, 1966), and were widely distributed in late Iron Age and

Roman Britain.

Southern Spanish

RB 84 123-13,

This material probably derives from the coastal regions of southemrn Spain,
between Cadiz and Malaga, and seems to have been mainly used to carry fish-based
products from the late first century B.C. to the second century A.D. {Peacock,

19715 1974).

Undesignated

BSS 426,

A small bodysherd in a fairly hard, sandy fabric, light red (Munsell 2.5YR 6/8)

throughout,



Non-Amphorae

RB 85

123-13

Tmortaria.

References

Courtoeis, L.
and Velde, B,

Panella, C.

Peacock, D.P.S.

Peacock, D.P.S.

Peacock, D.P.S.

Peacock, D.P.S.

(1978)

(1973)

(1971)

(1974)

(1977)

(1978)

Une amphore a grenat jaune du Latium &

amathonte, Bulletin Class. Hellenic, 102, 977-81.

Appunti su un Gruppo di Anfore della Prima,

Media e Tarda Eta Imperiale, Ostia III, 460-633.

Roman amphorae in pre-Roman Britain, M. Jesson

and D. Hill (eds.), The Iron Age and its

Hili-Forts, Southampton, 169-88.

Amphorae and the Baetican fish industry, Antiq.J.,

54, 232-43.

Recent discoveries of Roman amphora kilns in

Italy, Antig- Jo. 57' 262-69.

The Rhine and the problem of Gaulish wine in
Roman Britain, in du Plat Taylor, J. and

Cleere, H. (eds.), Roman Shipping and Trade:

Britain and the Rhine Provinces, CBA Res. Rep.

24. "9'51-




Velde, B. (1983) Yellow garnets in Roman amphorae - a possible

and Courtois, L. tracer of ancient commerce, J. Archaeological

Science, 10, 531-39.

Widemann, F., Laubenheimer, F. Amphorae workshops in western Narbonnensis.

and Leblanc, J. (1979) The non-resolution space problem, XiXth Symposium

on Archaeometry and Archaeological Prospection,

London, 57-71.

Zevi, F. {1966) Appunti sulle anfore romane, Archaeologia Classica,

18, 207-47.




