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Introduction 

The amphorae sherds 1 many of vhich uere in a friable concli tion due 

to exposure to fire, were classified hy fabric and form, The classification 

of types is ha!'led on Dressel (1899) and the Camulodunum series (Hawkes and 

Hull 1 1947) 1 supplemented by descriptive terms suggested by Peacock ( 1971; 

1977). The types represented are Dressel 2-4 1 ltltodian style, Dressel 20 1 

to which the over>rhelming majority of sherds belong, Camulodunum 185A 1 

Camulodunum 186A 1 Camulodunum 186sp 1 Southern Spanish Emd a fe\f unassigned 

sherds. Brief notes on the origins and chronologic!tl span of the amphorae 

are given below, 

Total weight of amphorae 7(,, J 54gm!l 

Total number of amphorae shercls B74 

~~ Total of each fabric 

% By \1eight % Bv Count 

Dressel 2-4 642gms o.s~'o 8 o. 9~; 

Rho dian style 424gms 0 .6~b 7 0 .8~~ 

Dressel 20 71 1 638gms 93. 8~~ 807 92. 1 ~~ 

Cam, 185A 441gms 0.6~~ 1 0 .l~'o 

Cam. 186A 114gms 0.1 ~b 2 (). 2~-~ 

Cam. 186sp 907gms 1 • 2~~ 5 Oo65~ 

Southern Spanish 456gms 0.6~6 (, o. 75~ 
Urtassigned 1,732gms 2. J5~ 39 4.65~ 
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Comments on Individual Forms 

Dressel 2-4 

M 68 T, Bifid handle in a very gritty faLric, 

M 68 7. Simple head rim vhich might belonn to either Oressel 2-4 or 

Rhodian style. 

M 68 D4 1 • Bifid handle ( hro sherds) in a soft sanely fine-textured fabric, 

reddish-hrovn (2.5YR 6/6) in colour, 1'hin sectioning shovs little 

hut grains of quartz and flecks of mica, niving no indication 

of origin. 

M 68 F5 1. Bodyshercl 'vi th slight stub of inci"Pient bifid hRnclle, plus two 

hodysherds, 

M 68 T. Bifid handle, In thin section this fabric is very similar to 

Peacock 1 s (1971) Pabric 1, vith an Italian origin. 

This amphora type 'vas r.mcle over a vide area, eo/(• Italy, llrance, Spain, 

the Aegean, as vell as Britain (Castle, 1978), during tho poriocl from the 

late first century B.C. to the mid second -century A.Jl. Hovever, quantitative 

trends suggest that it was in decline by the lrLter first century A.D. 

(Panella, 1973). Tituli picti indicate that the p1·incipal content carried 

was wine (Zevi, 1966). One of the extant bifid handles (N 68 T) from 

Metchley probably originates from Italy. 

Rhodian style 

M 68 5. Bodysherd showing the stub of a rorl handle, plus a srmll piece of 

a rod hancUe. 

M 68 D4 1 • Bodysherd showinrt the stub of a rod lw,ndle, 

All the above l'laterial is in a soft sanely fine-textured fr,bric, orangy

brown (2,5YR 6/8) in colour. 

M 68 ll7 1. llour bodyshercls (see l>elow). 
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This form developed from late Hellenistic prototypes hy the late 

first century B.C. and J>rohahly lasted until the oarly second century A.D. 

(Panella, 1973; Peacock, 1977). The predominance of this form on pre-Flavian 

military sites in Britain may be associated with tlte possible tribute of 

Rhodian wine exacted during the period A.D. 43-53, wlton Claudius rescinded 

the liberty of the l~hodians (Peacock, 1977), Thin sectioning of four 

bodysherds (M 68 D7 1) from Metchloy shows a fabric similar to Peacock's 

(1977) Fabric 1, with a probable origin in Rhodes, The remainder of the 

material appears in the hand-specimen also to belong to Peacock's Fabric 1, 

Dressel 20 

Rims 

M 68 F5 1 ; M 68 S7 1 ; ~~ 68 JJ2 1 * (4); N68 D7 31 ; M (,8 HA ; !I 68 F2 1 1 ; 

M 68 C5 2. 
' 

H 68 C5 2 30; N 68 T· 
' N 68 * * 1 ; II (,8 * 6: II (,8 X 1<'1 * 

M 68 F6 1 ; N 68 P4 1 . 
' 

H 68 D7 1 ; H 69 G3 113; N 69 G4 1'. 
' tl 69 GJ 'l' (2); 

M 69 G2 T (2); M 63 S (2); M 68 T (5); H63 HFB 36; N67 AD1; ,~I 68 s. 

Handles 

M 68 C5 2. 
' 

N 65 1 ; H 68 ll7 1 ; M 68 T (12,three s tampecl) ; II 68 !GA * ( 2) ; 

M 68 F2 1 ; N 68 71 ; l-1 68 F2 1 • 
' 

M 68 07 1 . 
' 

H 68 ll7 1 ; H 69 G2 T ( 2) ; 

H 68 810; M 68 X S1 ; ll 68 D5 1 ( 2) ; M 68 S63; Trench X level 1 outside 

inner fort ditch (3); tl 68 113 P2 (3); M 68 G6 2; tl 68 s. 

Bases 

M 68 T (3); N 68 * RA ; H 69 G4 537; H 68 S 81. 
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Bodysherds 

N 68 D2 1; H 68 D7 1 (6); H 68 T (153); !168 D7 1 (4); ll 68 S7 1 (3); 

M 68 C7 2; H 68 C7 r:s (7); N 68 C6 IW (2); H (,8 n6 1 (5); N68 !:A (21); 

* H 68 D6 1 (7); N 68 E5 1 (16); ll 68 XHA 1. N 68 F5 2 (2); H 68 ItA (8); 

N 68 F6 P1 ; N 68 D6 1 ( 26) ; H 68 DX 6 ( 6) ; H 6B D5 1 ( 211) ; H 68 C6 2 ( 6), 

N 68 F6 P3 ( 4) N 68 X 2 ( 2) ; H 68 116 1'2; N 68 F2 1 ( 11 ) ; ll 68 C7 2 ( 3) ; 

N 68 D7 1 (16); N 68 1<'3 P2 (10); H 68 F6 CP (2); N 68 C2 1; ll68 ll2 

H 68 C3 2 (3); N 68 F1 1; N 68 C2 2 (3); H Ml IJ7 1 (7) 1 H 69 !!1 T• 
' 

M 69 J2 1 (2); N 69 J2 F2 (3); H 69 J3 '1'; ~I 69 J1 P1 (3);li 69 !!4 T; 

M 69 J3 F2 ( 2) ; N 69 J3 F1 ( 5); N 69 G3 1'1 ; M 69 llO '.C; N 69 G4 S19; 

M 69 !!2 G1; N 69 12 T; N 69 02 ditch 1; N 69 G4 T; M 69 03 T (7); 

2; 

M 69 G2 T (3); N 68 fl43 (3); N 68 817; H 68 S2J; H 68 S10 (7); H 68 SJ2 (10): 

M 68 S33 (2); H 68 XS1 (9); ti 68 S3; H 68 969 (4); H 68 S2 (5); N 68 S55 (4); 

N 68 D5 1; N 68 S82 (2); II 6B 963 (2); II 63 S P9 (2); H 63 7 11 (3); 

M 68 X 2; N 68 S9; N 68 D7 1'2 (3); N 68 D7 P1 (2); H 0!\ B6 1; H 68 ll5 F2 (5, 

M 68 D5 PH4; H 68 C4 2 (9); N 68 IA 1; H 68 G5 2 (7); H 6!\ ll4 2 (6); 

M 68 D3 2; H 68 K1 1 (3); N 68 D4 1'1 (J); H 68 D7 111; tl (,g ll6 Gl' (14); 

* M 68 X 1 ( 1 2) ; N 68 E2 !!3 ( 6); H 68 C6 111 ( 2) ; II (,8 Wi 1 ; 11 68 C6 1'1 ; 

N 68 C3 P1; M 68 F3 (25); H 68 Jl6 1 (6); N 68 1<'4 1 (J}; H 68 115 1 (5); 

* M 68 F6 P2; H 68 D6 P1 ( 2) ; H 68 111 1 ( 2); H 68 1<'6 1'3; H 6!\ X 111 ( 7) ; 

H 68 D4 1 (19); N 68 D2 1 (5); H 68 JJJ 1; H 68 D7 1; ll 6B C7 1 (6); 

M 68 D4 1 (6); H 68 B3 1 (11); H 68 C5 1 (2B); H 68 G2 1 (6); f1 68 s (53). 

This is the most common amphora type ir.1portod into H.or1an llri tain 

(Williams and Peacock, 1983). Dressel 20 umphorae 11ere nacle in the southern 

Spanish province of llaetica, along the hanks of the !!iver Ciuadalquivir 

and its tributaries botween Seville and Cordoba, and carried olive-oil 

(Ponsich, 1974; 1979). At Metchley this form is ropresented hy thirty-four 

rims, thirty-seven handles, six bases and over seven huncl.rf!cl hodysherds. 

All the rims appear to belong to the et-rlier part of tho JJressel 20 
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series, dating to the Claudian-1Jeronian period, 'l'he majority can be 

paralleled with nos. 6-15 from Augst illu9trat()(1 by HB,rtin-l:ilcher {1983) 

in her scheme for the develoJ>mcnt of the Dressel 20 rim, and with the 

Dressel 20 fincls from the Port Venclres II Clnwlian shipwreck {Galls ct al, 

1 977). Sherds N 69 G4 1', H 69 G3 T, H 69 G2 1' and ll 68 T "i th a slightly 

less rounded more upright rim may possibly be pre-Glaudian in date {e.g, 

nos. 3 and 5 at Augst), 

Three of the Dressel 20 handles from Netchley {all froM H 68 T) carry 

stamps, though one of these is illegible, 

c. s •....• This could be one of a number of stamps (cf. Callender, 1965). 

OPT There is no exact parallel in Callender (1965) or l'onsich (1974; 'T979) 
.,....-.. 

The nearest is Callender 1266 OP1'ATI dated A.ll. (>0-fOO, though there 

is no mention of the amphora form. 

Camulodunum 185A 

H 63 Trench 6 layer 5, Priahlc condition, hut possi hly the neclc of a 

Gamulodunum 185A. 

This form had its origin in llaetica (1'ehernia, 1980) 1 the sinilari ty 

in fabric with the more common Dressel 20 sugl(esting a source in the region 

of the River Guadalqui vir (l'eacock, 1971 ) , In acldi tion to tho a hove neck 

of an amphora from Hetchloy "hich may possibly he of this type, in view 

of the fabric similarities it is possible that socw of the thinncr-\ialled 

sherds from the site classified as Dressel 20 are in reality Camulodunum 

185A. 

Amphorae of Camulodunum 185A form (!!altern 70) recovered fron the 

Port Vendres II .~hipwreck carry inscriptions clcscrihinl( the contents as 

rlefrutum, a sweet liquid obtained from boiling do"n the must (Colls ,!!t al, 

1977; Par leer and l'rice, 1981), The elate range for this form is from about 

the mid first century B.C. to the mid first centul'y ;,.D. (Colls et al, 
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N 68 C5 2, Upright rim in a soft fine-textured frtbric 1 hnff (7.5YH 7/4) 

in colour, 1'hin sectioning shoHs little hut grains of quartz 

and flecks of mica, giving no indicatior> of o1·igir>s. 

N 68 To Ribbed handle in a rough gritty fabric 1 dar!' huff (lHJt\·reen 7, 5YI~ 

7/4 - 6/4) in colour, 

M 68 D2 2 1 H 68 C4 2 1 H 68 C3 1, Three pieces of rihhed handle in a 

rough sandy fabric, light red (10fl 6/8 - 2.511: 6/fl) in colour, 

Possibly belonging to an amphora or a flagon. 

M 68 D7 1. Bodysherds (2), 

M 68 T, Body!! herds in a very friable condition ( 16) • 

M 68 C5 2 o Bodyshercl, 

H 68 C4 2. Bodysherd, 

M 68 D7 1 • Bodysherdo 

M 68 T, Part of a footring. 

M 68 T, Bod.yshercl, 

N 68 S17, Bodysherd, 

M 68 S55, Bodysherds (2). 

M 68 S82o Bodysherd, 

M 63 6 9a, Bodysherds ( 4) • 

N 63 6 9bi, llody,.herds ( 2) 0 
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