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Part of an inlaid tile of perhaps late Hedio.cval elate aiHl possibly 

of foreign manufacture (?Spain) was submitted for thin section examination 

under the petrological microscope. The tile is a surfn.co find from Little 

Pickle, Bletchingley • The inlo.id decorRtion A.)lJHH<.r~ to consist of a 

lozenge-shaped pattern foroed of pinkil!h-r.,d (hetwe<'n llunsell 1 OR 6/3 

and 6/4) clay set in a creamy-white clo.y and presentint< a flo.t surface. 

This is keyed onto a thicker courser white clay. 

Thin sectioning shows that the backing fabric of the tile consists 

of a fine-textured matrix containing silt-si:':ed quartz grains, flecks 

of mica, limestone and "orne plagioclase fels]Jar. In this there is a 

scatter of fairly well-rounded larger quartz grains up to 1. 51'lm a.cross, 

perhaps deliberately added to act as a teMpering agent. The red clay 

used for the lozenge-shapes conto.ins a high proportion of limestone 

and iron oreo The latter may explain the colour of the clay if fired 

in an oxidizing atmosphereo The white inlaid clay resembles the matrix 

composition of the coarser clay backing but is finer-textured. 

The rangl! of non-plastic inclu~ions noted o.re all fairly common 

and it is not possible to suggest likely origins on this information 

alone, A limestone-rich clo.y lfas found to he charo.cteris+,ic of samples 

of Sixteenth century Spo.nish Cuenca tiles examined by tl1e writer from 

a number of site" in the south-west of Bnglo.nd, and considere<l 

styli,.tically to be from Seville. However, texturally thi11 naterial is 



different to the fabric of the Little Pickle tile. 
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