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Alton, Hampshire
Anglo-3axon Cemetery

Blisabeth Crowfoot

The identifiable textile remains-ffom the Alton cemetery are small
fragments on grave—goods of iron and bronge, in which most of the fibres
hzve been replaced by metal oxides: a few surviving fibres were f
identified as probably flax (Graves 7,|G/ 3?).

The spianing, wherever clear, is Z in both systems on all fragments
exaiined . The weaves prasent are tabby {plain wezve), four-shed twills,

and teblet-weave. . Cf the tabpy weaves aleven recognisable examplas

are all mediunm grade; one {Grave 27.117) has a scrap of simple un-
reinfsrced selvedge, another from the same grave (27.114) shows a paired
?weft thread, perbaps a mistake or repair rather than a decorative
feature such as the paired throws at regular intervals on a weave from

Finglesham (Grave 203). The twill weaves are all four-shed conSiructions;

seven, as far as can be seen from such small pieces, are simple 2/2

diagonal weaves, while one (Grave 12.33,34, fig. ) is a broken diamond

weave of the most popular anglo-saxon pattsrn (Crowfoot K. 1963,418-422) .

its ﬂositlon on the glrdlﬂ—bdqgers suggests that it comes from the woman's
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gown, though with its fairly fine near-even count (17-18/16-17 threads
per cm) and Z spinaing it could be of flax (Cf.Crowfoot ¥.1983, 8K 12,422,
sutton Hoo 1938,466).  Cne coarser twill, again from girdle-hangers
Grave 41.166), is a loose uneven weave, with traces of broken thread ends
and loopsy while these may be simply the resuli of damage before
oxidisation, they appear to be spaced regularly, and to lie in rows

c¢.5 mm apart, which suggest the spaced pile of a cloak or coverlet, as

at Banstead Down and sSutton Hoo {Crowfoot £.1976,69-70; Croufoot E.

1983,426-8). fraces of tablet-weave on one of a pair of brooches

(Grave 23.97,, the only =¥ample preserved here of tris ifechnigue, probably
cune from a dacorative brzia at tae neck 20 the woman's gown.

Threads wound round the riags of buckles (Grave 11.2%) have been noted
in other cemeteries (for example Finglesham, Graves 3%,144; Portway Bass,
Andover, Grave 67, and could be decorative, though perhaps repair, or

covering rough edges, is more likely.

Crowfoot #. 1976. Appendix 1, "the textiles and “eather™ ia J.FP.Barfoot
and D.Price @illiams, "The Saxon Barrow at Gally Hills,
Bznstead Down, SurreZy", Research Volume of the
surrey Archasological Society, no.jl.

crowfoot &. 1983, TIV."The Textiles™ in R.Bruce-iitford, The Sution
fiso Ship Barial v.3.1, 409-479.




Alton, Hampshire.

Textile Catalogua.

The spinning direction of y
Overall messuremente of best frdgn

Hote: The abbreviation "replaced" is used to indicate "fibres replaced by metal oxides".
indicated by the letters Z and S5, the probable warp thread being placed first.
are given in cms, and weave counts in threads per 1 cm, except where ctherwise stated.

Grave SE no. Lab.nog. OUbject: Pogition on ohiect fibre

7 () '_9. 84,1396 buckle on chape. 7 Flax
9 ( ) 16. 884506 knife near asdge replaced
' 17,18. 684577 purse mount,ring replaced
11 ( ) 25. 684509 Fe buckle? on ring replaced
: loose scrap (a) replaced
26a. 654510 Fe ring on fragments {a) rgplaced
tied round scrap rdplaced
26b. 684511 Fe fragments SRS (v) raplaced
] g ?(a) revlaced

12 (F) ﬁs;294 841401 saucer brooch pin attachment replaced

garasy on pin 7 replaced
ZSOA 8L1402 saucer broochk pin attachment réplaced
33,34, 684512 girdls hanger one side (a) replaced
other side (b} réplaced

1, (7)  47. 684516 Fe pin all along (2) réplaced

49. 684,517 Fe knife - on bladse (b) replacsd

16 (M) 13, 851045 w5 sword from hilt ?flax

i

23 (F) 97% 841403  saucer brooch R. on pin (&) replaced

98. BLI1LOL  saucer brooch L. pin attachment réplaced

108. 684528  girdle hangers one shaft (b reblacsd

o () 110. 684530 Fe huckle on loop replaced

27 () 114. B413%2  Fa buckle one side ring replaced
1

117. 684,533 PFe rings complete ring replaced

ancther ring replaced

G frarR . Fo knife one side replacad

: e 35027 S1d rgplaced

Spin Weave Count Mzasurement Gommente S
%z tabby 6/6 on Smm 2.2 X 0.8 layers or fo-ds‘ ‘even
spin ‘
%z tably - = traces
Z - - - deferlorated
threads - wound round ring
a/z 2/2 twill /6 on Smm 0.5 X 0.5
5/5 2/2 twill 6/6 on 5mm 0.6 X 0.7 on five pleoes-
threads - - . 2y wound 3 times
Z/Z tabby 0/8-9 2.5 X 1.1  even spin, cpsn weave
z/z  Ptwill ¢.15/12-13  ¢.2.0 X 1.4 fine threads '
Z thraads - - round; ?bead string
z2/% ? - - fine cicse WeaVe; -
surface damaged
3,2 threads - - fine
/i broken diamond '
twill 17-18/16-17 1.4 X 2.5 (fig. ) fine even s
Z/Z 2/2 twill 10—12/10 - detericrated; traces
leather lVing-abDve
2/Z 2/2 twill - - scraps, surface poor
2/ Ttabhy - - traces; lsather scrap
z/ i tahhy 16/13—1L 1.5 X 1.1 uneven spin, g1v3ng
gtrong weft linesjwe
lonse, diagonal pull
2/%,Sply Ttablet c.7 twists 1.0 X 1.2 fine weft end protru
(on Smm) ing from twists
Z,Sply 2ply 4 Tplaib - L.c.2.5 cu  geft threads round, ¢
crogsing gt end.
2/ 2/2 twill 8/6 on Smm - small areas all along
2 or 8,Zply -~ - - traces weavey leathe:
2/ % tathy  6/7 on Smm 1.5 X 0.7  even spin,weave; one
vaired thresd weft
2/ ?tabby 6/7 on 5mm 0.5 X 0.5 simple selvedge
Zely gtring - - fragments
%/ tabby  10/10 3.3 X 1.0 rather open weave
7/ tanby  6/5 on 5mm 0. 5 10 5 crobabky same weave
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 Alton, Textile catelogueiZ

Grave SF.no. Lab.no. Cbiect Position on object Fibre Spin Weave Count Measurement ; .5'_commeﬂ
33 (F) 129. 684539 girdle hanger near end loop (a) replaced 2/2  ?twill 6/6 on Sum Q. 6 X 0, ? impres
130. 684540 ¥2 loop replaced Z/Z P4will damage
131. 684541  Fe plate? (b) replaced Z/Z tahby 12/8(4 on 5mm) .8 X 2.0 loose oOp ave
1mpress1ons :
35 (F) 140. BL1405 button brooch uin attachment replaced 2 threads - e ' coarsay. ? 2 thread
at pin end replaced 2Z/Z  THwill - 0.7 X 1.0 fine, surface damaga
36 () 145. 684546  spezrhead on ghaft replaced - tably -~ - tiny scraps, spin no
20 a clear [
37 (F) 147. BL1406  button brooch Abves enly tF a%‘ - - e tML" P"&s""““’d
152, 684549  Fe buclle pin !replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill 4/4 on Jmm 0.3 K 043 tiny area’ clear, tra
4o (M) 157. 68455%  spearhead cn hlade bre;laced ?Z/7  tabhy e/l on Smm ©.5 X 0.5  and ﬁraces e
oh socket ‘replaced Z/7 - - - weave, coarse thread
41 (F) 166%. 6L8558h girdle hanger two pieces 'replaced = - = - traces ? laather
: 166c. 6684558c Fe stripes (a) "replaced 2Z/Z 2/2 twill, 6&/6 on Pmm 2.% X 0.8 uneven,. 16086 weave}
: " Tpile 3-L tufts per com, in places‘¢1oop$; @
cwe 5 mm apart broken threads (p.

166d. 6845584 Fe fragments on all pieces ?(a) replaced /2 2/2 twill 7/6 on Smm 1.0 X 1.1  open weavei one cozi
. S thread at' one ede

. 168. 684,560  bucket on edge strip (b}ireplaced 2/Z tabby  11/12(6 Smm) 1.0 X 0.5 loose weave
L5 (B). 1 68,5658  shield Fe from guard .replaced  Z/7 ? - - coarse threads, weav
L7 (F) 184. 41407 saticer brooch from pin ‘replaced /2  tabhy c.7/% on Smm 0.5 X 0.8  small ereus
. 185, 841408 saucer brooch from pin replaced Z,8ply string - - % bead string.

]
49 (M) 192. 684570 spearhead flaked-off pileces :replaced 7 - - - traces textile :
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Alton., ®ig.

Zroken dizmond twill {Grave 12.33,34)

(sraded zreas clesrly preserved)




