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Introduction 

I I s • ' , • "(: I ) 
\ .-1. p l m on e::. a. .1 J 1 ':J J 1 '.v-as submitted for (lc t ail.:tl .:..' ab ri~ 

-

by t hin sectionin;; uncle:r the :petroloqical ::1ic:ro.o;co f ! , :.' ~ w ~ u:-~)ose .E, 

p ottery in advanc e of further excaYa tinns a -~ th e :;i ::. e I ._, ..., ., 

. .. :J e _ __ ?t !"lG. 

Strake:r 1 
1 C) 8 • ) ,,, l 
, .. '+ • .1. :le "'laj ori ty of the pottary , . :~ar:li : '. o• l ::.. ., :h.-onze A.r:e 

::.n d a te a nd ~ost- n i' previous l :• 

~ t >), 1 ) 1 9 6 '1 ) 

:' :l.e headla.nci or' Jr~an D0'-"tl is a Carboniferous Lir.ws-ton~ :-::. clw: ::.yi:;g 

Pet-rolop-v 

On the basis of the range of non-plastic inclusion:; pr9se.!1t in 

the p ot ter:r sherus, a !1Ur.1ber of fabric eli vis inns ltaYP. be PH p rovisionally 

made. 
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Grooved ware shercb Pi~~· 25.4 (H11. 7/J71) I TT 
. l..l. Ri~o. • 

Rim sherd of urn Fig. 27.22 (H11 • 7/123,201 ) III '?(J. 

I3iconicR.l Urn of 'dessex tvre Pi~. 27 . 2J (H 11 . 7/J6J) III 6B . 

Biconical Urn Fig . 27.29 (H11. 7/J2J-4 ) III '? 6 B . 

Base sher<l :b'ig. 27 . 27 (H11. 7/15) no provenance. 

Bodysherds ~111 . 7/107,114,116,118,119 ? III~IV '?)B . 

Rim sherd of harcl hlack vare l~ig. 27 . 41 ( ~ 111. 7/J37) II-III base of 5. 

Rim sherd of black ware Fig . 28 . 13 (M11 . 7/)6) ?III ?4. 

All of the above sherds contain sea tterP.cl aHI(lll2,r inc 1 us ions of 

grog (crushed up vottery). Due to the rmture and wiclesJ>rea.cl use of 

gr.og. te.mpering in late Neolith..i.c. and Hronz.c Ag.e pottery , it is 

difficult to suggest an origin for these shercls , other , t hctn a local 

one, on that hasis alone (Clark, 1970; rcacock, 1970 ; Darv ille , 1982). 

Bodysherd of harcl clark ~'ravish-black vare Pig . 2B.50 (Hli. 7/1 35) 

pre-war no provenanc e. 

Base sherd M11 . 7/156 no provenance . 

Both she r ds contain frequent suhangular grain~ of cpw,rtz, 

together with a sli.':;ht scatter of arf~illaceous fragnents. It is 

difficult to be sure of the identification of the latter. They may 

represent pieces of grog, in vhich case they 'voulcl helonr- to the 

above group, on the other hand they appear slightly more rounded, 

which may suggest naturally occuring clay pellet~o 
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3) Calcite 

Sherd of cortr~e 1•rittv 'mre (Iron Age) l~ig. 29.1 't 0111. 7/277) u/so 

R i m she r d as s o c i ate cl "'i t h !' o 1 cl h r a c e l e t ~ 6/1 2/ 8 3 C r rt b t re e ( 4 ) • 

Small bodv;,herd in hal! ,.,ith H11. 7/323-4 H11. 7/325. 

All three shercls contain large hrinnecl rtngular frrtJ!ments of 

calcite ~catterecl throw~hout the fabric, together with ~one grains 

of quartz. The l a r g e size, comparatively f'resh con(li tion and angularity 

of the calcite strongly suggests that it was deliberately crushed 

and added to the clay as a tempering agent . Calc i tP. Cl'.Jl Le obtained 

from the local Carboniferous Limestone de.rosi ts of Brenn ])omL , although 

in the case of the Iron Age shercl it r.my 1Je 'rortlL noting tha t one 

of Peacock's (1969) fahric groups for Gla.stordmry vare \Tas calcite 

tempered, and an origin in the Hen(lips SU[(!~estecl. 

4) ?Limonite 

Rim, bodvshP. r rls ancl hase of fine r~revi :dL-brown v a re Pig. 27. 31-33 

(~111 • 7/291-308) III 6B & 6C . 

Thin sectioning ~hovs frequent subangular g rains of Cluartz .and a 

little limestone , both 'lv:i-th what · appe-ar 3 · t o · be·· a ·b rown · coating of 

limonite, together with light brown grains of ?linoni te . Lir.10ni te 

has been identifiecl in an examination of the soil san]>les at Brean 

Do·wn (Cormrall, 1961), and if correctly identified here suggests a 

local source for the vessel. 
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5) I gneou~ 

Boclysherrl vrith hurnishecl f!lip H11. 7/217 II-III l'ito 

Thin ~ectioning shov~ frequent discrete grains of plar~ioclase 

felspar, together vi th a little mica, <tuart:~. and a fragnent or tvo 

of sandstone. The amount of plagioclase present stH~f~ests derivation 

from an intermediate or basic igneous rock. It is difficult at this 

stage to speculate on a possible source, though r. local origin 

seems unlikely . 
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