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Introduction

Several sherds of likely BB1 (black-=burnished ware category 1 -
Gillam, 1960) together with sherds of a similar but not identical
fabric, were submitted from the Roman sites at Gills Cliff and Niton,
Isleiof Wight, for detaiied fab?ZQranélysis ;y t;in sectioning and
heavy mineral separation using the petrological microscope. The latter
sherds have been named 'Vectis' ware by Dr. David Tomalin on the
assumption that they may have been made locally in imitation of BB1

produced nearby at the large Dorset factory situated in the Wareham -

Poole Harbour area (Williams, 1977).

Petrolopgv and Fabric

1) Gills Cliff, Bag 7 (Ventnor Museum). Beaded-rimned jar.

2) Niton, Bapg 5 sherd no. 1 (1.28). Beaded-rinmed jar/bovl.
3) Niton, Bag 5 sherd no. 2. Beaded-rirmned jar/bowl.

4) Gills Cliff midden, Bag 6 sherd no. 2 (fiCy 2'6"), Snall (?)plain-

rimmed vessel.



All the above sherds are in a fairly hard, very sandy fabric,
burnished on the asurfaces and black or dark grey in colour. Thin
sectioning showed a clay matrix containing frequent grains of quartz,
average size 0.,20-,60mm, a little shale and some mudstone. The only
sherd large enough for a heavy mineral separation, No. 1, produced
a tourmaline~rich assemblage characteristic of BB1 pottery shown to
have been made in the Wareham - Poole larbour area of lorset (Williams,

1977).

(7} 'Vectis! ware

5) Gills Cliff Nut, Bag 1 sherd no. 4 . Beaded-rimmed jar.

6) Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 1 sherd no., 6. Beaded-rimmed jar,
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7) Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 2 sherd no. 3{(B 127). Beaded-rimmed jar.

8) Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 3.-Beaded-rimmed jar.

9} Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 24 sherd no. 1 (B24 A4), Beaded-rimmed jar.

10) Gills C1iff Hut, Bag 24 sherd no. 2 (B24 A4). Beaded-rimmed jar/bowl.

11) Gills C1iff Hut, Bag 24 sherd no 3 (B24 A4), Part of a base.

All the above sherds are again in.a fTairly hard, very sandy fabric,
burnished‘nn the surfaces and ranging in colour from black to dark
erey. Thin sectioning shows that sherds nes. 9-8 contain {requent well-
sorted subangular quartz prains, average size 0.20-.,40mm, and a little
flint., Sherd nos., 9-11 contain fewer but larger pgreins of quartz, up
to 1.5mm across, and some pieces of linestone, The latter three sherds
were toe small for a heavy nineral separation but the remainder of
the group produced an assemblage characterized by a relatively high
percentage of kyvanite, thouph subsidiary in anount to zircon, The
tourmaline-rich assemblage of the BB1 sherds above wvas not noted, hyvanite
is commonly found in post-Triassic rocks, the high percentapge of zircon

present and the depree wf wear shown by the erains surwests that
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the kyanite is unlikely to come from a reccent river draining
metamorphic kyanite bearing rocks. The sand invelved could be from
a post-Triassic Mesozoic or Tertiary formation, or a nore recent
sand derived from these. The Isle of Wight is very largely conposed
of such rocks and so a local origin would be in keeping with the
petrological results, More work needs to be done though before the

source or sources of thisg wvare can be firmly established.
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