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Introduction 

Several shercls of likely BB1 (hlack-lmrnished \/are category 1 -

Gilla.m, 1960) together vi th ~herds of a sinilar but not iclentical 

fabric, were submitted from the Roman sites at Gills Cliff and Niton, 

Isle of Wight, for detailecl fah ric analysis hy thin sectionin~r ancl 

heavy mineral separation using the p~ tro logical ni erose ope . 'l'he latter 

s herds have be e n named 1 Ve c tis 1 ware hy Dr. Davi<l 'l1omalin on the 

assumption that they may have been made lo ca lly in ir.~itation of BI31 

p roduced nearby at the large Dorset factory situated in the Wareham 

Poole Harbour area (Williams, 1977). 

P e trologv and Fabric 

B l31 

1) Gill~ Cliff, JJa~~ 7 (Ventnor Huseum). Bonclf'd-rimnccl jar. 

2 ) Nit.on , Bar, 5 s h erd no. (1. 2n ). Beacled-rinr.wd jn.r/l>ovl . 

3) :-.liton , Ua.g 5 s lte r d no . :2 . l3 e adecl - rinrlf'd jn.r/!Jo·.-:1. 

'') G ' ll c · rr ·11 . , c h -• ., tr ·r ·r ·> 1 ( '') '+ 1 s l 1. . m 1 < c e 11 , 1 > <L ~~ > s or u n o . , . , r ·' ,! ~ ; • ~ ~ n n.ll ( ? ) p l a i n -

rimmec1 ve sse l. 
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All the above shards are in a fairly hard, v"ry sanely fabric, 

burnished on the 3urfaces and black or <l1•rk grey in colour. 'l'hin 

sectioning shoYed a clay rnatrix containing frequent grains of quartz, 

average size 0,20-,uOmm, a little shale and some mudstone, The only 

sherd large enough for a heavy mineral separation, No, 1, produced 

a tourmaline-rich assembla1;e characteristic of llll1 pottery shoYn to 

have been made in the Wareham - Poole Harbour area of Dorset (Williams, 

1 977) • 

( ? ) 'Vectis' ware 

5) Gills Cliff Hut, Bng 1 sherd no. 4 • Bearled-rir.Jmed jar, 

6) Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 1 sherd no, 6, Beaded-rimmed jure 

7) Gills Cliff Hut, Bn.g 2 sherd no. 3(1l 1 :~7) • llcaclcd-rimmc<l Jnr. 

8) Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 3.-Beaded-rimmod jar. 

9) Gills Cliff Hut, !lag 24 shercl no. 1 (B24 M) • Buaded-rirorned Jar. 

10) Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 24 sherd no. 2 (B24 M) • lleaded-rimmccl jar/howl. 

11 ) Gills Cliff Hut, Bag 24 shard no 3 (B24 A4), Part of a ba.seo 

All tloe above sloerds are again in.a fairly hurd, very sandy fabric, 

burnishe<l on the surfA.ce" an<l ranging in colour fror1 hl<u:k to <lark 

grey. Tl1in sectioning sl1ows that sherds nos. 5-B contair1 freq11ent \tell

sorted sul>angular quartz ~~rains, avera1;e size 0,20-,·tOmm, an<l a little 

flint. Shere! nos. 9-11 contain fe"er lmt l11-r1wr 1:rP.ins of <tuartz, up 

to 1, Smm across, anrl some pieces of line stone. '2lw la-Lter three shercls 

were too srr.a.ll for a lu~n.vy nineral .Sf!JHtration hut tho rena.inclPr of 

the £!roup produccfl an as!1P.r:1blage characteriz0d by a rel~t..tiv·c~ly high 

percAnta~~e of kyani te, thou~~h .subsidiary in anount to zircon. Tlu~ 

tourmaline-rich n.s~emhlage of the BB1 slH!rcls n.bove un.s not noterl ~ 1\yani tc~ 

is commonly found in post-Triassic roch:s, tlu~ hi,~!~ JH~rcc~ata,~r~ of zircon 

present and the <lf!prcc 10f \fear ~hown lnr the )~ra~ns 
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the kyanite is unlikely to cone from a. re<:ont river clraiuirlf~ 

metamorvhic kyanite bearinr; rocks. The sn.rul involvccl could be from 

a vast-Triassic Mesozoic or Tertiary formiLtiorl, or a ~ore J"nccnt 

sand deriver\ from these. The Isle of \/i1:ht is very litrf!ely convosecl 

of such rocks and so a loc1Ll origin wo11ld be ic1 l<nepinl! 1ritl1 tl1e 

vetrological results. ~lore worlt neens to be clone though before the 

source or sources of this vare can he firr·1ly estahlisherl. 
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