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CAA"K Iql" 
_API'!\l!]JIX 13 liNItIAL REMAINS 

By !-ira A.Eastham, BA 

22, 

The faunal remainn on this .. site appear to represent tho 

rellidue uf meala and similar debris, almost exclul3ively. '2here is 

a preponderance ef domestio animals amongst tho romains. thongh the 

results of hunting, fishing and 
I 

even perhaps fowltng eX1nditions are 

alae represented. :lome attempt hsa beAn made te diucover the.relative 

proportion of each animal within each occupatien layer en the ai te I 

but no attempt has been made to interpret tho bono finds in terms of 

actual nUlllbers of nni .. alil. The reason for this io that since tho a1 te 

lias being excavated as a rescue dig there was neither the time nor 

the manpower available, either to oolleot every identifiable fra{';l3ent 

of bone, though - Be fBI' as possible - a representative sample was 

preBerved; or to study eaoh bone sufficiently to determine the 

1,01' was it possible to keep aJ.y S age of the animal with any aOOUl'acy. 

1 but the moat iroportnnt material for further study at the oloso of tho 

excavation. 

Assuming that the faunal roillllin6 recorded were in fact a 

representative sample, the domeoticatod species which appear in nll , 
t 

levels are, as might be expected, ox and cow (BOD 101lcfron§). piC. Ehellp 
/I 

and horBe. Of these in each poriod the ox is by far the Cloat COJLlllOIl. 

The individual bOlwta vary in Gize, even "hen fully adult, some beil>(( 

fairly large and othcr)comnarntively small with many intermediate 

varia tiOll". ;;ince this varia tion :;how8 i teolf in the bulk and dl!u~et,,,r, 

rather than Ue 10l}f;th, of tho long Loneo it 1.U possible that it is not 

o 

/ , 
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sirrnificant cf differences ~f broed, for modern cattle do mnintnin 

rrrollth in bulk over a long period of their adult life even after tho 

epiphyses have fUB<od. Unfortunately too fell unbroken long boneo lIere 

reoovered to nake any measured comparison of Di~e D~aningful; and 

equnlly unfortum tely for *hs same reason it has not been possible 

to produce any statistics to show the ages at \Iiich the cattle lIBre 

slaughtered. Tho impreosion, however, is that both young am. rna ture 

beef was enjoyod by all the occupants of the site; but there i8 little 

evidence that much veal liD.!) eaton. One ohould remember, howevor, that 

thero is little certainty that cattle and nh08p were reared primarily 

for wat. 

The sheep appear to have been killed both for lamb and mutton, 

thourrh there was a groater proportion ,.,f fairly young individuals thnn 

of old. They appear to have beon a horned variety Iii th ahort otubby 

horn cores 2-3 ina. long. During the earliest occupation the sheep 

remains wore slightly more numerous than those of pig, but the later 

occupation debris ohows a preference for pig over sheap. Onethe ~Ihole, 

the bones of pia belong to mature specimons, but a certnin number of 

mandibles and maxillae were found showing either milk teeth 01' with 

very few erupted teeth at all. 

The bonei] of horse were comparatively fewer thm: thello. in all 

layor3, and whilo lw.ny wore large anil11!ls, there wero a fow which were 

much olll!l.ller, probably belonc;ing to poniOw. of 12-13 hando. 



Of the hunted animals, red deer wero much the most numerous. 

They were apparently killed at all seasons of the year, as both hhad 

and attached antler have been foun~, together with crania lacking 

antlers. The antler appears to have boen used for making pins in 

the basement (p. ). and it seems to have be~n the practice to saw 

the antlers from the skull for this purpose when the deer was out up. 

Roe deer waa also found in the lowest level, and again the antlers, flner's 

present, were safln up for use. In conneotion with hunting it may be of 

interest to note that the inhabitants of the site did make some use of 

the river TJ~mes. as vertebrae of salmon and some kind of flat fish, a 

dab perhaps, were found. 

To turn away from items 0 f di at. dogs seem to have been fair ly 

common around this dwelling. There were mandibles and/or maxillae 

of nine dogs in the early occupation level, and several in the later 

periods.' They were all of a similar type. 

The proportion of each animal found in each layer, expressed in 

psrcentages, is as follows! 

Layer Olf Pig Sheep Horse Red Roe 
deer deer 

7, 8 46.6 15.0 19.0 14.0 4.6 .75 

5. 6 30.61 9.2 27.6 19.4 13.2 

3 44.0 27.0 19.0 7.0 3.0 

Total bones in oach layer: Layers 7, 8 427 

5. 6 98 

:; ;06 
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