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As requested I visited the Old City School headqua~ters pf. 

the Lincoln Archanological Trust on i\onday, 12th May, 1975 1 to 

inspect the excavated shoes which had been over-heated during 

conservation with (?) polyethylane g}ycol, The specimens were very 

hard and ''glued'' togather, especially where there were folds in the 

leather; they could not be unfolded for examination, In many cases 

this did not matter since they were small fragments, cutting scrap, 

etc, and of no special importance in themselves but only collectively 

inkbat they indicated the presence of a shoemaker's shop. 

The larger sections, sl1oe soles and parts of uppers, had been 

successfully restored by the staff of the L.A.T. and in fact were 

in excellent condition being soft. lightish brown in colour and 

probably something like thefriginal leather. I did not take precise 

details of the method used for restoration but I think t11at wl1atever 

it was it could/I'J~ 11 ap:,lied to other excavated specimens. r~ials 
should be carried out to see whether it is necessary to give the 

initial over-heating treatment~ first. It may be a case of ''out of 

evil cometh good•'~ 

I examined one or ~o of tl1e re~tored specimens in detail to show 

f'•liss Jenny f'1ann, the conservator,rny own routine and offem::i to vet 

the final report which is produced. There ware two distinct periods 

involved, 12th- 1~th centuries and 16th century, The latter,Tudor, 

grou!f of shoes was identifioble by the sole shapes and certain 

constructional features and came from a deposit.· similarly dated. 

The earlier group contRinino tile majority of the shoes is an 

extremely important one since for almost the first tir11e in my 

expori•nce we have a large number/~&ecimens from the 12th and 13th 

conturies (dated by pottery)' ar hitrwrto very elusive period for shoes 

compared with the 14th and 15th centuries, 

There are very close connections ~~~~hshoes of the same period found 

in York; the extravagant toe shapes of the 1Yth and 15th centuries 

have not yet arrived and in so1ne cases tt1e soles are almost 

symmetrical. Those I looked at were made by the turnshoe method using 

thread and not thonging as noted in the Lincoln Saltergate shoes of 

the Saxon period, 

On this vis~t I met l'liss Christine Colyer, !',iss Kate Foley, l'!r, 



John Wilford and as mentionod, i':i<Js Jenny 1'·1ann whil is responsible 

for fincls, I was rather an1used to find that l'lr. John uJilford, 

administrDtion, had previously w~rkecl for 5ATRA, the Shoe Trades 

Research Associatiorl ot Kettering , but hadn't told anybody! 
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