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A total of 11 sherds I,vere submitted for examination. i"~ost were 

of a coarse red fabric containinG a consider-able quar.tity of q:lRrtz te:;:per 

with grain sizes.around 1 r:-:m. -:rhree sherds appeared buff rather than red 

but were otherwise similar. Cne red sherd was far finer than the rest with 

Ii ttle temper visible to the naked eye. Lost of t~e sherds \vere rim fragments 

with external diamete!'s 9f about 150 G",m, though SOr.l8 were from smaller 

vessels. \'Jall thicknesses ranged from 6 to 13 !Tim • 

. ~11 trle shards ','Jere covered, f'1ore or less completely, "vith a 

~tlassy surface layer w1:lich X-!'ay fluorescence analysis s!1owed to be rich 

in lead. This covering varied in colour fror:i C81der. -')rmvIl to olive green, 

:1arl.: brmvn and black ',lith r:!ore than one colour visible On ;:~any sherds. -2he 

colours are all due to t!-"l8 rres~nce of sma.ll afnounts of iro!! i:. t:--:e Elass. 

~hese s!lerds c~~ ~e interpreted in two rti~ferent ways; t~ley can 

La f:1elt hifh-lead glass, f-->O:-:W of vihich 1,.;a8 :Left 

~O\'Jever 1 unlii::.e any cor. te::'1};oY'a.ry ~lazed l;.ot tery 

behiYld on t:~er.l. j;';tey are, 
first 

so t[H~, ~ possibili~y is not 

considered likel~i. Cn t~e other ':>,and, -the cxcavatioi,s ':lid produce a q'lantity 

0: (hi:'n.-lead) glasE> :)ead8 a!lJ.: '.'last:=; - see repo~t by ,julian ~lenierson - so 

the presence of pots used to r:iQlt g~a.ss of this t~r;e is not 'Jnex1~ected. The 

sherds themselves SUl:pl;y 301:-:e ,:!vide:1c~ to Sil:~:rort ttis unusual, t"hou~h not 

unique, function. 

Glazed y;ots are nor::::a:ly relatively hig)l-quality tableHare so 

t~le coarse fabric v/hic:l is dominant i:-l tlli~:; collection \'lo'lld be unu.sual. 

~i()\oIever, for [lass r::eltinr the refractory .fa~;ric " .. iOuLi be an a.sset, 

givinE; the pots greater strer~gth and resistar:.ce to t:lt-; flL~xinf, action of 

the lead glass at trle relative 1:'1" h_-; f;"h tem~)e!'a tures cP.1ployed. ;·;ost of the 

glassy deposi ts are fairly unifore: in tnicknes.s though so~e pieC:38 have 

irregular 1um:_y coverin;s. T'nese are Hhat miGht; be expected if the glass in 

the pot had cooled to the point ',yhere i t8 viscosi t~,' increased drar:latic8lly 

and it was t~erefore being scraped out. The thin even layers on tlw wajority 

of pieces suggest a hi¥"her temlierature ',.;hich 'dould fi~[e t!18 glass sufficient 

fluidity to run down into a pool in the bottom of the pot. In some cases t.he 

rlazed surface has broken moJay from the fot in a fairly regular line parallel 

to the rim. :'his may co~resyond to the surface of t~ce "tJool of f:.:1ass, the 

'I 



thicker ;;lass deposits there having subsequently broken al"lay from the rest 

of the pot. 

High lead f;lass 'Has widely used for tri:l~ets in '::ngland from the 

10th century on"oards and several ot!1e!~ si tes ~lave also produced evidence 

for their r.mnufacture (Bayley 1079 tmd 1Q?2). 

rtefere.!1ces 

3&yle:r J (1979) The glassl;orkinr, residues. In; C f.1 :ieighl;ay et al, 

.~cavations a~ 1 ',/estgate Street, Gloucester, 197j. i·jed Arch 23, 

159-213. 

3ayle:~ J (19~,2) Non-ferrous metal and p;lass '.vorkir.r:: in rill,slo-:jcandinavian 

,.nl,land; an interi" stater.Jent. PACT Z(2), '+87- 1'96. 

il 




