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THIS REPORT IS Level ILI

THE INFORMATION IN THIS REPORT IS PROVIDED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ITS
AUTHOR WILL BE CONSULTED IF THE INFORMATION IS T0 BE EDITED FOR ANY

FURTHER PUBLICATION. SUCH CONSULTATION SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE PROVISION OF
PROOFS FOR CHECKING AT ALL STACES IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER ALTERATIONS HAVE
BEEN MADE TO THE ORIGINAL TEXT, AS WELL AS FORMAT, LAYOUT, AND FRAMEWORK
WITHIN WHICH ANY CONDENSED VERSION IS TO APPEAR, ESPECIALLY IF¥ ATTRIBUTION IS

T0 BE MODIFIED.
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Al the enffins were made of ovax {Lvercus.sp/. e major
surfaces were radial sections (R3Y, with the grain running norizontally -
this susc-ests that the hoards were rade from guarter sawn or rafdially
split timbers. The latter is rnore likely as waterlogred coffins Irom
Barton-on—iumber (unpuh) ars mostly of radially split planks, and
from the excavations at Jest Stow 1Y has boen established that the snglo-
Saxons had a tradition of splitting oak timber rather than sawing it for
rost comsbruction Turroses. [he uniformity of thicknes: of boards irn
5 colfin, within I-Zom of cach other, supsests thal the orieinal split
we were carefully trimmed to size. Radially split timbers taper in
section Lowards the centre of the tree, and il used in this state will
nave suite a wide variation in thicknes:ies,

The extent of mirsral vreserved wood on the netal fittings

was net sufficient to atilempt further reconstruction, with the exception

of 15 and F18, For these two coffins Lhere was some evidencs for the

3,

ointe used and how the Lid was hinged to tae back. There is the possibility

of

pe of coffin £15. In the case

. [l - ’ - 1 4 L]
of coffin F1%, mitred 3oints have been used for at least twe corners -
probably the front two. The 1id is hinged to the bacx by means of two

loop-ended straps, the loop of the back strap being firmly embedded into

the wood. Secauss of the hinge arrangement, the top of the 1lid must be

the same heipght as the top of the bhack ( see Fig.1 ). as the oak lid

would have heen very heavy, it has been assumed that it would have been
supported hy the sides rather than the hinges and hasp. The possible
reconstruction of coffin F18 can be seen in Fig.2.

There is no evidence from any of the coffin fittings as
to how the hase was attached to the sides.

Further details on the individual coffin fittings are
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Fic.1. Cross section of back and lid, showing hinge arrangement.
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Fig.2. Fossible reconstruction of coffin 8.

KL3 - radial section
Tr% - tangential section

75 -~ cross section
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Description wxe. Ref, Ho,

Hinge, with minimum depth of wood
representing the back of the coffin being 13mm.
The original wood surface had a radial section.

Wood: oak.
Wood: oak.

Two hinges with mineral preserved wood,
which give the minimum thickness of the back
as 18mm, and minimum thickness of the lid as
15mm. Criginal wood surface had a radial section.

Lock bolt and stapled hasp give a minimum
thickness of the front of 18mm. Uriginal
wood surface had a radial section.

5plit spiked loop, possibly used to attach
stapled hasp to coffin 1id, gives a thickness of
15mm «

Wood preserved on all fittings: oak.

Lock bolt gives a possible depth for the
front of 23mm. %Wood: oak.

Nail with two woods preserved, one with its
grain lying along the shank- possibly packing for
the nail, and made of willow (Salix.sp) or poplar

(Fopulus.sp).

Two hinges with mineral preserved wood,
siving the thickness of the 1id as approximately
22mm, and the back a minimum of 18mm. Wood: oak.

Uriginal surface of the 1id had a radial section.,

Hinge, which gives a minimum thickness for
the back as 20mm. The original surface of this

voard had a radial section. wWood: cak .

Coffin hasp, original lid was oak with a

radial section.
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AML No. Description _xc. nef. No.
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PeR377 Two hinges with mineral preserved vood, l"l‘)

#iving the thickness of both the lid and back
a5 20mm. Joth boards are oak with the original
surface a radial section. The lid was hinged to
the back in the same arrangement as F18, see
Fig.1.

The nails have wood with grain along the
shanks, and made of oak. as suggested for X35,
this was probably a type of packing for the nails.

The mineral preserved wood on this corner
bracket suggests that a simple lap joint may have o
been used for the corners, see Fig.3.. to be
secure, this joint has to be nailed, pegged or
glued. ihe depth of wood preserved on the nail is
25mm, which indicates the thickness of either the
side or back. However, the uneven thicknesses of
the boards could »e due to one of the hoards

being narrow at this point, rather than evidence

for a joint.
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Fig.%. Corner bracketziit:s , and construction of simple lap joint.
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Dgseription sxe. Ref. HNo.

wockbolt and stapled hasp, wood is T;*"l?‘;

rreserved on the attaching staples fsr bhotn
thoese fittings and they give the thickness of
the 124 as 25Smm, end the front as 27am.

lron hinges, see Pig ., wood preserved on
orne of the nails indicates that the back is 25mr.
thick. The relationship of the 1id to the back is

illustrated in fig.7..

{nly two of the corner brackets have enough
wood preserved in the corners to suggest the use of
mitred joints. To be secure these joints need to be
glued and possibly keyed, but no evidence for either
of these is preserved. All four brackets show that
the grain direction of the end boards was vertical
rather than horizontal, and this is illustrated in
¥ig.2.. The thickness of one of the end beards
appears to be 23mm. ( See Fig.5..)

The wood preserved on all the fittings was ocak.
e surfaces of the five boards preserved on the

fittings, were radial sections.
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Fig.h. liinges from coffin F18
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I'ig.5. Corner brackets from

coffin F18.




