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sr1i t tir~:ben::;. "2lC ~B-:tcr is rlore likely a~3 wate-rlog;:-:e:i coffins from 

i3arton-on-iiur:iher (1.l.::;.r'L~1:.') CU'';:: :;'lostl,:y of r'afiially split Flan1<s, ;11-;;) 

s~ction lov,Iard8 the ce!":tre of tb-: ::.ree, 3.;;.c1. if usc:! in t~1is E)tate will 

~lave quite a wide variation i~ thic~~nes.:es. 

vias not suffi_cie!it to at7"er'11Jt further n~con5tructior" i-Jith the uxce 1-:tion 

of F1~ a~d F1S. For t11cse t~o cof~ins ~~~ere was some evidence for tho 

lr}s uf coffin ?15. In t~lC case 

of coi'fir. -?1°'t r:ritY'ed joints have hee~, used for at least tVlO corners -

probabl," tht; fr(Et t two. ~h{! lief is i1ineert to tl~~ l)ac~ hy Deans of two 

loop-erhled straps I the loop of the hack strap bei!:lg firmly embed(led into 

the wood. Jecause uf ttc hinge ar!'angeeJent, the top of the lid must be 

t~e sarle heiG:lt as the top of t!12 back ( see .E'i.g.1 ). i'I.S the oak lid 

vlOuld have :;(~er. very heavy, it has bee;', w3s 1J.tncd that it vJOulcl have been 

SUFFortecl hy the sides rather than the hinges a,nd hasp. 

reconstruction of coffin F1R can be seen in Fig.2. 

'::::he pOSEd. ble 

The!"'8 is no evidence from any of the coffin fittings as 

to hOYl t!le base was attEl.ched to the sides. 

FUf'ther details on the individual coffin fittir.gs are 

listed_ belmv. 
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Fif,.1. Cross section of back and lid, showing hinge arrangement. 
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Fig.2. Fossible reconstruction of coffin 1·'18. 

1<L.'3 - radial section 

T~B - tangential section 

1S - cross section 
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Description l'JXC. i\ef. No. 

Hinge, wi t~l minimum depth of wood. 

representing the back of the coffin being 1i3mr". 

'-:2he original wood surface had a radial section. 

'.iood: oak. 

"load: oak. 

frwo hinges with mineral preserved wood, 

which give the minimum thickness of the back 

as 18mm, and minimum thickness of the lid as 

15mm. Original w:JJd surface had a radial section. 

Lock bolt and stapled hasp give a ~inimum 

thickness of the front of 18mm. Original 

... lOod surface had a radial section. 

Gplit spiked loop, possibly used to attach 

stapled hasp to coffin lid, gives a thickness of 

15mm. 
"'ood preserved on all fittings: oak. 

Lock bolt gives a possible depth for the 

front of 23mm. 'dood: oak. 

Nail with two woods preserved, one with its 

v,rain lying along the shank- possibly packing for 

the nail, and made of willow (~.sp) or poplar 

(Populus .sp). 

T\'10 hinges with mineral preserved wood, 

giving the thickness of the lid as approximately 

22mm, and the back a minimum of 18mm. \'iood: oak. 

Oriv,inal surface of the lid had a radial section. 

Hinge, which f,ives a minimum thickness for 

the back as 20mm. The original surface of this 

board had a radial section. wood: oak. 

Coffin hasp, original lid was oak with a 

radial section. 
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Description -"xc. ~ef. No. 

i:~iving the thickness of both the lid and back 

as 2C!Y:.t:1. Joth hoa::ds a!'e oak \Ilith the orif:inal 

surface a radial s8ction. ~lhe lid was hinrred to 

the back in tr-:e same arrangement as :F'18, see 

Yig.1. 
'llhe ~w.ils have \'.JOod ' . .".i th grain along the 

shanks, and made of oak. Jts suggested for l"7, 

this \'las probably a type of packing for the nails. 

'.llhe r:1ineral preserved wood on this corner 

bracket suggests that a sil:!ple lap joint may have 

been used for the corners, see .fig.3 .. 110 be 

secure, this joint has to be nailed, pegged or 

glued. "he depth of ,"ood )creserved on the nail is 

25mm, which indicates the thickness of either the 

side or back. However, the uneven thicknesses of 

the? boards could ')e due to one of the boards 

being narrO\'i at this point, rather than evidence 

for a joint. 
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Fi~.3. Corner bracket~ , and construction of simple lap joint. 



t;~C' 12.-:1 as 25r:1L'" and the front as 27:11m. 

1 [-on ':1ingdi 1 see },i[~. 4., '",rood 1!l'8Served on 

erie of the nails indicates tilat the baCK is 25mm. 

thick. ( .. ehe relationship of the lid to the bac1( is 

illustra.ted i!1 ?'ig.1 .• 

~c. def. r~o. 

(jnly t\vO of the corner brackets have enough 

"wad preserved in the corners to suggest the use of 

mitred joints. To be secure these joints need to be 

glued and possibly keyed, but no evidence for either 

of these is preserved. All four brackets show that 

the grain direction of the end boards \'las vertical 

rather than horizontal, and this is illustrated in 

Fig.2 •• Ifhe thickness of one of the end ooards 

appears to be 23mm. ( See Fig.5 •. ) 

'fhe \'Jood preserved on all the fittings was oal(. 

'fhe surfaces of the five boa.rds preserved on the 

fi t tings, '{[ere radial sections. 

G. 



.... s. 

Fig.4. Hin!;es from coffin F1R 
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Fig.5. Corner brackets from 

coffin 1'18. 


