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The detosilts oat 8 High Ougscyaete were eXxposcd during  construction
vorl in o cellar. This  report  deals with oa richly organlic laver
Lpediatoly overlylng Roban deposits.  IU gave a radiocarbon date
of 47 koA ad (AR , abd 1s thus of consideralkle interest as 4
rare representative o£ Lhe lwediately  poest=loman histery of  the
coeptral area of York.

Hositgle sasple nas been subnmitted Lo analysis for plant rewmalins,
the eogs of hunan inbtestinal parasites, and Insects. lo parasiite oggs
WeTe rTecovered, The very suall scecd assebbladge {a few tens  from $6.5
besd incliuded primarily weods  Iyelcally associated  with  human
cooupation, and gives e furthor pesitive evidence,

Insects were exbtracted using pethods descoribed Ly Henward et ale.
(ivuoy, ”‘3 it was  very rich i Insect rekains, but mpost were
tulidentifiable  fragmenis, Provab:ly  kostly of iwirature staves of
Boeetles and ilius. There were ahundant fraguents recognisable as fly
puparia, ircluding Sphaeroceridae {(Lhe  wajorityl) and a  few  pleces
vhich were probally Huscldae,

The beetles and buags recoverced frow the  gauple  are  poderately
vell preserved,  but  their  concentration  was pot bhigh (Che winiwine
ukber of individuals 1s estivated to be about T, from 4 kEiloarakkes
ol deposit). Ebhout 43 bLeetle and  bug  ta¥xa were present.  The
assepblage  is  not  larvge  enougl for  detailed  interpretation and
trocessing more of the sawple would not slgniflcantly Improve patiers
¥, For this reasop bthe faunha  has  not Leern subjected te detailed
aralysis, but exakiped it aleobol, a 1ist of Laxa %ith thelr estimated
abundance eindg recorded (Talle ). For it few critvtical
joentirfications  specirens were transferred to daup filter paper. 7The
asserhlage is ol large ehouah for detailled ILuterpreotation, it isy
liowever , rather distinctive ard  a  ldarge  part of it appears
subijectively to be derived frow a single brecding conmpunity.

e First iptression Is that the fauna is  one  which nriabi Lo
recoveroed  frowr an Angle=dScandipavian < ity while there arec no
ohilivate foul=-raticor ﬂic(gca (other than the lL(tl molile  Aphoedius),
ayﬁ whiile the assey : is nobt ftvpical of  Anglo-Scandinavian
cess=pits, it 1s Cﬂltuiriv weeld  withlin the observeod rahge of
leidiiﬁho fowever, the range of seeds recovered and lack of parasite
cuas stronaly ardue agalnst the deposit coptaining human facces, while
the radiocarion date places its Tikely origin hkefore  ihe
Apglo-Scandinavian period,
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¥ oExloricpce las  shown  that  doubling  saripple  size  generally  only

slightly increases minlvun pusber of individuals whenh concentration is
low,
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A pessible explanatiopn of its npature - by 1o peans cexrtain = is
that  an area withion the collapsibyg Bowman building became valerlogged
e Lhat organdic ryefuse becape scetevwhat foul and provided a Labitat for
Tl beebleos,. Tle sphacrecerid flies probably do not indicate very
foul conditions, el are ccoloyloally competible with the beetle fauna
{indeed, many  of the  beetlos  way have been predatory apon the fily
larvee)., The refuse was prolably Jdunped by bumans as a nunber of  the
beclles are ifavoured by hubkan activity, buat could concelvalbly have had
a latural orlgin ~ for exarpie In bird pesting mabteriale  The buyllding
ray  sEill hbave  been roofed  abt this stgage, ard openings relatively
restyicted, dust sufficient to allow tlhie eptry of & few  ‘outdeor’
insects, In this context, the presence of Trechus wmicros and
CoBrophiilus striatulus  as  major cobhponenis Of Lhe fauna is
interesting, These  spegies  have  occaslonally  been  nuberous in
daserb lages regarded as having o subterrancal character, and Lhe dark
datdpp conditions  within a crumblipg building may have Leen attractive
to such cryplic andimals.

leferences

Fepward, ., He, Hall, A, . apd Jones, A K. O, (193¢}, i
tested  set  of  technlgues for the eytraction of plant and apimal
555l frow waterlodgyged archaecoloyleal  depoesits. Sclence and

aArchacology 22, 3=10G,




rage 4

Talide 1o 8 figh Cusegate valkipile €1 List of Leetie (Coleoptera)  and

u (Hemiptera-ileterontera) Lax recordeid, SGuantification is
alrproXinate and the W7 was estivated as one Uniess othorwise stated,
Hetervgaster urticae (Fabricius)

Trechus micros (Herbst) (several)

Pterostichus Zrelanarius (T1liger)

Parpalus yufipes (Deyeer)

Helophorus sp.

Cercvon Tanalis (Pavkull)

vtercyon sp. (not analis)

Hister s, 2

Frenidium spre (2)
crydsaenidae s,

Cators s,

Cralive 2rivulare (Paykull) (2)

Cralivm spe (ot rivulare)

Crallinac sp.

Coprophilus striatulus (Falbricius) {(several)

Carpelimus Thilineatus dtephens (several)

Anctylus complanatus (Srichison) {several)

alctylus rugosus (Fabricius) ()

Crytelas senlpius Oravenliorst

Lathryobiuw sy,

G¥robypnus fracticornis (uller) (several)

Feobisnius sp. (22

Philentims sp. (large, C.fF, bolitus (Linkacus)) (several)
Philonthus sp. (redius size)

Creopiilng paxillosus (Lilnacus)
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Vachinus laticellis (Gravenhorst) or wmarginellus (Fabricius
Te Tolynatus Oravenhorst

Thleochara sp,

Aleocharinae Silve {prTobably three spoecies)
Fuplectini sy,

roex scaber (Linnaeus)

Avhedias ?prodrorus (Brabn)

aphodius Tgranarins (Linhacus)

Flateridae sy,

Closiita s,

Lryktorbagus sy,

Atomaria s,

Eilidstenus globilus (Paviuil)

Lathridius minutus (Linnacus) group (2
vtorticaria sy,

Poetaris acridulus {ldinnacus)

foter  The corputer technigue used in the Preduction of this  internal
report Greciudes the use of upderlines, Copnsg aml sPeCles names are

thus vot conwventionally ivdicatoed,






