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The small fragment of tile (approx. 5}cm x 4lcm) is light 

red (between Hnnsell 2.5YR 6/6 and 6/8) in colour, with a scatter 

of dark crystals of pyroxene easily ]Jicke<l out with a han<llons, 
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Thin sectioning shows inclusions of qtmrt>< (<liscrete and polycrystalline 

grains), pote.sh and pl.aRioclnse felspar, nreen or occasionally 

colourless augite, amphibole and ]Jieces of lava, set in an anisotropic 

matrix of baked clay. A thin section of a representative sample of 

the usual tile fabric from the site revealed a quite different 

range of non-plastic inclusions, namely freqttent well-sorted grains 

of quartz, 0.20mm and under in size, with plentiful flecks of mica 

and the odd piece of chert, 

Part of a quernstone made from the lavas of the Hayen-1/iedermendiR 

region of the Eifel Hills of Germany vas also found c.t Chatley }'arm, 

but the composition of the volcanic inclur;ions found. in the former 

tile would appear to preclude the notian of crtudteil piecnn of this 

quernstone bcirtl~ usc<l as a 1 tempering R!~<mt 1 for tho tile. Instead, 

it seems l.ilwly that this tile origirtates in f'.n at·e>•. of recent igneous 

rocks and Italy at once springs to Mind, A vaJ·iety of Italian tiles 

and pottery sectinne<l by the vri ter hnvn o fairly similar ranne of 

inclusions, whicl• point to the Italinr• vol<:anic tract a~ '' po~~ihle 

source for the Chatley Prtrm tile. To th<> lH,st of tl"' vriter',; 
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knowlenge thiR til<> rHty he the only <>xrtnpl<• in 1\rit,•.in of an Italian 

Roman tile recovered fron an aJ·chanologicnl corttext. 


