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The small fragment of tile (approx. S%em x 4%cm) is light
red (between Munsell 2.5YIR 6/6 and 6/8) in colour, vwith a scatter
of dark crystals of pyvroxene easily picked out with a handlens,

Thin sectioning shows inclusions of quartz (discrete and polyecrvstalline
grains), potash and plagiocclase felspar, HTQGHIOT occasionally
colourless augite, amphibole and pieces of lava, set in an anisotropic
matrix of baked clay. A thin section of a representative sample of

the usual tile fabric from the site revealed a quite different

range of non-plastic inclusions, namely frequent wvell-sorted prains

of quartz, 0.20mm and under in size, with plentiful flecks of mica

and the odd piece of chert.

Part of a quernstone made from the lavas of the Mayven-Niedermendig
region of the Eifel Hills of Germany vas alzo found st Chatley Farm,
but the composition of tlie volcanic inclusions found in the former
tile would appear to preclude the notion of c¢rushed pieces of this
quernstone beinp used as a 'tempering avent' for the tile. Instead,
it seems likely that this tile originates in an ares of recent igneous
rocks and Italy at once springs to mind, A variety of Italian tiles
and pottery sectinned by the writer have o fairly similar ranpe of
inclusinns, which point to the Italian volcanic tract as a possible

source for the Chatley Marm tile. To the best of the writer's



knowledge this tile may be the only example in Britein of an Italian

Roman tile recovered from an archaeoleopical context.




