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1 r, trudiJCtiort 

'~"loe site l·•Y to tJ.e r.ortl< eust o! tJ,e junction of tt;e present 

l.UC!i Tower Street, und r.ra:;!or<l f'J;arf r;urtl.. rr. 1~72, <'XCaVution 

t:e•Jdll on tl.e <.~rea l'reviously o;cc.:uried by an old pcor.les t!ay centre, 

~<Llcl. "dS about to l e rlevclt•rcd i:•to a '"ulti-sturey c .. r P<~rk. 

The ft:•lturcs of tl.e Site consist<'d of tl.e flon.<tr, ditci.<'S <.111d 

t<.:~<ers (!.!icy Toe<er beir••.i or.e sud,, cor.structe•i ir. tt;c nl<' tr.irtel'nth 

century). Tnc ~niti~l excavation measured only 7 metres square, but 

~>as extenued to 11 oy !A netrcs. \iltlc tl.e site l·eir,g so clo~<' to the 

et!ge of Rrayfurd rool, t~E site had to Le rumred continuously to keep 

it clear of water. 

rec.1use 754 of the tctul of 9~'J 1dcr.ti£ie<i anir•dl t-or.c tra<Jr:ent& 

from tltls ~itc predate t~e towers constructior•, this report is lar~ely 

a discussion of tl·is body of pre-13tl. cer.tury ddtu. T~.erc ~<as a small 

a~ount of material of Post medieval d~te fro~ d!tct. fills ~ont~inlng 

l7th ar.J 1Rth centur:t 1:ottery, <JJ,d thi<> ~>ill te uiscusse<l in brief at 
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,·.s tiH~rt> were 110 verr larljt' context::; f:rof"l tl.t: si t0, it ViclS 

2. Pentul •lttr1t1or, ar.d .,rurtion st .. tc (Grunt, l'l62: Payr.e, 

19R1) 

3. Oi~eas~ i.llod Injury 

In a~~ition, t!•e ~ust co~plete lonlj Lor.es were ~easured ~ith 

vernier calipers using the ~~o~etricdl systen devised Ly von den 

!lr iesct, (1 "~76), ur.d these !orm an urct.i VC' at tt.e end of the rer ort. 

':"he ir.~ex cards are stored in tf,e rr.vironr.ental .\rct.aeolO<JY Hnit 

at tl.e llr,lversity of Yor~, <tn~ tl.e l•oncs tt•er:<selvcs dfC tt.e property 

ct tt-~ ':'rust for Linc:olnsl.ire Archaeolo<JY. 
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I!L:SUlt~ 

rre-Tower·c~nstruction 

sr~clcs, In rank orcler of at.ur.dar•ce, cat tlt sheer <ll•d 1 i<J ··en• tile 

l,iost con.lT'Ior. spcctes, acccuntir:.t; !or "J.·l~ ff nll identified frnc;•~erats. 

7t.e rc.,jority of cattlt> lor.y Lor.e epifl :,ses v.er~ t:~:seci, t·ut tl•e 

sin•;l<' molndlt·le with reC<>r<lcd 1er.tu1 uttrition is tron a very it'111aturc 

J.nuivi:lual, \:itt. re·;~r<ls tt.e <listrit.utio~< <;f C<tttlt• t;on<'s, tl.ey were 

cor-t ur,ents re~-or<'senteJ, tt.crC! \'.dS u fdirly rando1.1 scattt"r o! sJ.:eletul 

ill tt.ou•;h skull d ispror ortionally 

over-represented, detailed 

exa~ination of carcass distribution. 

Sloeep L.or.t:s accounted for 3C,8'i; Cf all idcnti!led frar,~.ents, 

SFfcdd evenly tt•rou;t.out tl•ree 4uarters of all contexts frof'l this 

rt.ase. All recor•tcd st.eep <lent1tion odS tl•<~t of aduJ.t individuals 

ro;l resented b:i Un!used lon•J ~one 1!1-'iPJ.:tses. 'l'he nost abundant sheep 

sf:cletdl elener.ts were sf:ull, SCul'Ul.:u~ •11.,1 relvls, .:.ccounting for 

IH!<lClY 61'\ of all sheep !'one fr.:.<Jnellts. 
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ltc~Ul ts 

0( tl e 'J.ll, fr3gr..er.ts excavated fror. rre-~o~er-ccnstruction 

~~osits, it was possible ~o identify 754 frdgments (79.711 to 

':'I.e rajority of cattle lor.y Lor.e e;;irt;ses "ere (use<l, t·ut tt.e 

GJ.n\lle m<m<litle witt, recor<:c<l der.tdl uttrition is fron a very il'lnaturc 

:J.n<liVi:\u.ll. \;itt. re:;arcls tr.c <listrit.utior; ~f Cilttle tones, tl.ey were 

FZcsent i11 over nr\ of all ~c~texts. Yr• terms of the actual carcass 

ultt.ou•Jh skull \to ere dis~rorortionally 

The ruucity of Uata precluded a detailed 

claDit•ution of carcass distribution. 

Sheer· t-or.€·S accounted for 3C.O% r.t all identi(.[e<l frar,~.er.ts, 

spreurl evenly tt•rou;)t:out three 4Unrters cf .lll contexts fror. tt.is 

. fl,ase. All recor<le<l st,ee(• dent1tioll oas thdt of arlult: l.ncliViduals 

ll..e. •ith tt.c tt.ird o.olar in ~>ear, SU<;<Jest~n<J an age at cl<'att. of at 

least t11rce ye~rs. S1•ildrly there were r.g very irl dture individuals 

represented uy un!uscd lon•J !::one cr il'h:.rses, 'The nos t auunuant sheep 

·· ··1 sl:eHtdl el~r>En,ts were sl:ull, scul•Uloe .lr .•. l pelvis, .:.ccC>unting for 

l•e·•rly 61''1. of all sheep tone tr••~r.cut~. 
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•. Hlt.;lti·OO.J i.e. less thin t\\o '.li~ars ol~.. 1n sever. out vi ten Cc15Cs 

~t:cre it WdS I·ossiL.le to sex tt~ t iY jl1ws, tl.ey apre~reJ to hdVe 

CrJtC 1 tlicfC "illS d CQ7!pletc fCOtitdl ht~lf Oi a V<!1'1 ir·!·IUt.UTC piglet 

1 o~ever, !ra•J:nefltS of ri•; bones were usual!;, fra<;rcents of skull or 

r undill~. 

Of the recor<.le:l cattle and st.ecr r.1r<.1iLles, there were no 

exar.·I·les with •In aoSCilt secor,<! 1 reroolar or a n•<lucccl tt.ircl colunn on 

tl.<> tt,ird r•olar. r.oth o! these fe,rturcs o~rc <ii.scontinuous recessive 

rouern cattle un<l sloeep >·OI ulatior.s. flc•cvcr l.eur ilo\l iro nln<l the 

sr <<11 size ot tt.is asser l>l<J<;e, tr.e ul ser.c<' of these t<•uturcs is not 

tuo surprising. 

The only ott.er S[H>cit•s repres<·nted, ,,n•i tt•er, only in very sf.lall i 
r.unt.ers, 'fiere horse, goat, cot, do•J, don.es tic fowl, qoose, l'laUar<.l, 

I uzzard ar,ct cod, aro<.l their t-orteS were srrcac r.,ntlornly tt•rouqhout the 

del'osJ.ts. 

I The MajoritY of 11easuretl uone ir>cl•Hled in tloe fliOil'·etrY Archive 

(S<!c below) was of the vre•To~<er construction r:ho~se, arorl tt.e ranye of 

reasurel'lents falls well witlrin tt.at of ctt.er rouu~ly conte~roraneous 
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Tt.crc '.oicre JiO exaf,:r·l~:; of disc:dsed cr ir:ju~ed Lone. 

W<JS t.othJ.r,•; to <liStin~lliSh it !ror; tloC e<Jrlier rl.dse J.r, tcrr,,s Of the 

srccies rerresentr•l and their relative aJ·ur.~a~ces (see TaLle ll. 

/ 
. '. 

. ' 

". 



,iltJ.ouc;t. dt the tiwc of writir:'; tt:e · .. utir,<J and siqr.ificance of 

cor.c•·r•trutior. of <~ni· l'dl"ticllldr catl'qory o! t-ones, suet. as I orr. cores 

l·articulo~r in<!Ustrial dctiviti'• It sPer.s likclj, tloerefore, that the 

rrc·'?o•cr ol<'(•osits rl'prezer.t accur.ulutJ.or:> of refuse fron tt,e town 

Loeln<J riUI•re·i ut tl.c e·.l<;e ct tl;e lo~er to•n, on the r:.ilr<Jins of !\ray ford 

Pool. 
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raoMtry /.rct.iVe. 

., 

Cdttle noru cort·s 

Length r<a~ eire rr 1 r ••• lr 
ic' CoM. ext I\ II.. 1 ~ 1.(' S2.J <l·\ .1 

" 
,. 

1:2 ... {' -11'. 3 33.1 
c { 1t,C.} 

J I r. • (' ]S.,O 29.'7 

' 12to.r 
15t .. c· sr.s 42.5 

DJ L 

Cutllt' SCdt UlA 

r r.Lr " 
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55.·1 H.~ 
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context ~ IL Le;,-Jtl. f'15 eire '~r ).r r ~- " cr (2G-!) 11 t. ,- .1 ... ? JJ.'l 

:.r.eer Id•' l .,::; 
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C.'> 

1(-.5 ':!7.7 IG.! ! (.).to J2 •. ; 2.., ... 1 7 .1 !7.7 
1 l'J.(.. J <'. l )I .2 

J I .C. 21..1 
17.? )I~ o!. (!; 1 r;:; .·1 J s. 2 2').1 lR,C! 

1-ta. 7 J::o.c 1~.8 2'~.·i 1 <'I.;> 21'.) 17. I 2?.2 
H~.s )1 • ) 1 ~. 1 28.7 tG.l) 31".2 :w.s 

16 

Sl.eer t~ctutursal 

Ccntcxt P/1. C.! rlj> rp '" f<l r<J 
r)x L 12F-.t 21.1 2ii.J 22.1 24.3 1 t,. G 

r:-, L 117.7 17 .J lB.J 11' ·"' 21.6 14.3 
C¥ f. 131.8 1S.6 1Ao7 u· .9 23.7 15.7 

Sheel r,ur erus 

Context !'./L Gll ~ln "' "" !'·I r . .r !. 
!,~ .. " 126.6 111.£ 33.7 DoP 27.1 23.-t 
cu p 1 ~6.-1 12?.6 ·U.7 1s.a 2':1.8 27 0 11 
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c,~·r.text \1/1. r.u :an r, rc .:id r.: I'd l' 
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CJ F 153.8 161".~ 2<1.7 1-t .9 11ol 2~.6 2&.1 

Doq t.unerus 
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Cc-r,text ~/L r.L Rp Sd "" CA L 17-1.3 J 1. 7 12.3 l 'J .1 
L 24So6 39.2 15.2 26.1 
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