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In the small i'rae;ments of textile preserved in the well the 

combinations of weave and spinninE!J' i..:..1'8 typical of known medieval 

f"brics, as i16 the Cit.), of London oeposits of the 13th to 15th centuries 

and 15th century finds fI'8m 1~e1Ncastle-upoI:1-'li,yne ll), - l'eme..ins from two 

proba-ble flax tabby weaves., with ~he usual J:JuI'opean Z-spiI1r1ing, good 

und;y'ed linen, a medium grade suitable for shirts and c~ps, 'IiI, and 

rather coarSer shirts or sheeting, [1/2; sffiCLll fragments of coarse 

S-spun wool tabby, blanket or coat quality, '1,/3; and pieces of fine 

Z-spun worsted twill, from ,,'ood e;arments, '1'/4,5. .c-spun tabby, '1,/6, and 

Catalogue. CAF.50/9b. SE' 29. A.M.Lab.501520. 

'1il. 

'1,/ 2 • 

'1'/3. 

'1'/4. 

'l'/5 • 

'1'/6. 

Strip medium fine textile, c.lu.O X 2.2 cm overall, the best 
preserve" end folded over, ?cut edge. Vegetable fibre, ?flax; 
thread slightl;y uneven, Z-svun both systems, und,)'ed; tabby 
weave, count c.17/16-17 threads per cm, origin .. lly good quality. 
One coarse ~-spun thread in tne middle, possibly a seitch. 

l~urnerous frb.grnent s, vee;etable fibre, ?flax, all "'/:6 spinning, 
thread slie;htly variable, weave tabby, close and solid, counts 
variable -
(a) c.4.2 X 2.3, strip foldeC1 double, count c.lO/12-l3; holes 
from misSing stitches along- fold. 
\b) 4.4 X 2.0, long edge, possibly selvedge but loops not clear, 
overstitched with Sply thread, count c09/10-l1. 
\c) 2.5 X 4.5, very similar quality to (b), count c.9/13; marks 
from iron ?wrCipped in end. 

"mall fragments ?wool, ::i-spun in both systems, tabby weave: best, 
(a) 2.5 X 2.5 cm, count 7-b/7-6, (b) 1.8 X 1.7, count 9/9 per cm. 
Brown, both probably from same fabric. 

~'l'agrnent ?wool, light brown (?st"ined with iron), thread Z-spun 
both systems, probably worsteu, variable; weave 2/2 diagonal twill, 
counts 25/22, 23-4/22. 2.8 X 2.0 em overall. 

t'ragments probably from same \'1eave as Ili4, but darker brown, '1./'6, 
very fine 2/2 twill, counts 30-32/22-24. ]jest areas 0.8 X 1.0, 
2.5 X 2.2, 2.5 X 1.5, 2.5 X 2.7 cmo 

Carbonised fragments, ?wool, best 2.5 X 1.1 ern; Z/Z, slightly 
uneven thread, tabby weave, count c.18/l5 • 

lJye '1'8S t S .i:'e'lelope Walton 

::iarnples 3,4,5. Ho dye detected. 

Fibre ~ests H.M.Appleyard 

(1) 

Vegetable, b",st fibre; too poor state to say if this is flax. 
]jadljr de"raded animal fibres, some very fine, some medium diameter. 
Very similar to 3. ~'rom e;en"ral profile wool. 
General profile wool, some evidence of scale structure, badly degraded. 
Black, degraded, but profile suggests animal ori"in. 

P.Walton, "I'he textiles" in b.Hal'bottle &: lli.JO:ll:itson "An Excavation 
in the Co<stie Ditch, 1~8wcast le-upon-'l'y ne, 1974-6" ,Ar~h .Ael.IX .1951.190ff 


