May 17th, 1966
Castle acre Priory

Textiles Medieval
. klisabseth Urcocwicot

Fibres: H.m.appleyard, f'.0.1. UJyes: renelspe Walton

In the smsll fragments of textile preserved in the well the
combinations of weave and spinning ere typical of known medieval
fobrics, as 1p the City of London aeposits of the 13th te 15th centuriss
and 15th century finds from Newcastle-upon-tyans (1), - remeins from iwso
probable flax tabby weaves, with ths usual kurcpean Z-spinning, good
undyed linen, a medium grade suitable for shirts and cups, 1/1, and
rather coarser shirts or sheeting, T/2; small fragments of coarse
S~-gpun wool tabby, blanket or coat guality, T/}; and pleces of fine

Z=-spun worsted twill, from good garments, T/4,5. 4=3puh tabby,T/6,an

Catalogue. ¢aP.B0/96. 8F 29. a.l.Lab.b01520,

/1. Sirip medium fine textile, c¢.lU.0 X 2.2 cm overall, the best
preserve. end folded over, Ycut edge. Vegeiable fibre, Pflax;
thread slightly uneven, Z-spun both systems, uadyed; tabby
weave, count c.l7/l6—17 threads per cm, origin.lly gcocd guality.
Cne cocarse i-spun thread in the middle, possibly a stitch.

T/2. dumerous fragments, vegetable Tibre, 7flax, all Z/Z spinning,
thread slightly variable, weave tabby, close and sclid, counts
varlable -

{a) c.4.2 & 2.3, strip foldea double, count ¢.10/12-13; holes
from missing stitches along rold.

{b) 4.4 X 2.0, long edge, possibly selvedge but loops not clear,
overstitched with Sply thread, cousnt c.9/10-11.

{c) 2.5 X 4.5, very similar quality to {(bj, count ¢.9/13; marks
from iron Ywravped in end.

/3. imali fragments Ywool, S-spun in both systems, tabby weave: best,
{a) 2.5 X 2.5 cm, couat T-&/7-8, (b} 1.8 X 1.7, count 9/9 per cm.
Brown, both probably from same fabric.

T/Q. Pragment ?wool, light browa (?stained with iron), thread Z-spun
both systems, probably worsteu, variable; weave 2f2 diagonal twill,
counts 2§/2z, 23-4/22. 2.8 £ 2.0 cm overall.

/5. Fragments probably from same weave as /4, but darker brown, 4/Z,
very fine 2/2 twill, counts 30—32/22—24. Best areas C.8 X 1.0,
2.5 X 2.2, 2.5 K 1.6, 2.5 £ 2,7 cm.

T/6. varbonised fragments, Twool, best 2.5 X 1.1 cm; Z/Z, slightly
uneven thread, tabby weave, count 0.18/15.

Jye Yests Peielope Walton

Samples 3,4,5. lic dye detected.

Fibre l'ests H.m.appleyard

T/Z. Vegetable, bast TLibre; too poor state Io say if this 1s flax.
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T/}. Badly degraded animal fibres, some very fine, some medium diameter.

T/4. Very similar ic 3. Urom general profile wool.

1/5. General profile wool, some evidence of scale siructure, badly degraded.

T/6. Black, degraded, but profile sugygests animal crigin.

i

(1) P.Walton, "lhe textiles" in H.Harbottle & M.Hllison, "An Excavation

in the Castle Ditch, Wewcastle—upon~Tyne,1974~6",irch,iel.1X.2981.
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