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This report givies o firssg apprglsal of a collecticn of
animal  pones thzt was seen from the Start to be of great poten-
tio S5t Time and other conwliments did rnot  allow  an
innzdiate  recording buxz by bene to the uzual detalled standards
of the Faunz) Remains Unit and for the purpose of the present

33

report 2 much simplified procedurs
clusions, therefore, may need ¢
working, or perhaps they may need

d to be adoptad, he can-
& made more precize with later
o bt revised.
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METHODS OF AFPEAISAL AND RECORDING

Some  classes of hones were chosen for full recording, bath
to make valid comparizons with cother sites and for the sake of
the 1nirinsic information they could give. Of particular impor-

asu

tance, al )l measurenble barnes were recordea in full ﬂnd the
measyrement catalogue 1s therefore 1n every way comparak! with
thiat frem cther sites. Simitariy all manaibles giving ageiﬂg

informaticon frrom cheel tcocoth rows have been recorded in full
detail, along with all lcose lower third molars both deciducus
and permanent,

Every bLome of the dssemblage nas heen examined and whare
possible identified, Some hones were found on examination to be
ot special lnterest, mestly “or signs of patholegy or for dis-
tinctive marks of hutchery, and these hones have been listed
separately and indexed directly to the archive.

Apart from this the main records were set-out ih an archive
which w=s based not on the individual bone but on the archasgoc-
logical centext. The general state of the material was recorded,
primarily for chewing, erosion and hurning, and the presence or
absance of species, An overall plcture of preservation may there-
fore be obtzinesd, and the varying occurrences of the speciss may
be quantified and compared, bhut thie usual percentqge comparisons
by fragment count are not available from these shortened records,

The prime archive has been drawn up box by box and bag by
bag and 1t should be of use 1n suggesting suitable lines for
further specialized study and in enzbling instant retrieval af
the mzterial., For the present report various mblc_ have been
Compiled from the prime archive and arranged feor sase of compari-
s
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mblages from the grubenibauser, from the largsr or
~oductive pitzy, and from tne other LuﬁLJALSQ By far
04 J"Elud single feature was the hut
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w1 conditiorn of fthe material 15 shiow
‘?

whara Lhe “ized percentages relaye of course to the numbers
o and Nty A5 13 more common, to tha fragments,
Fr‘“"*ft11 sverrall was good,  and though a few individual bones
showsd =Zcne erczion there ware no contexis whare thigs was marle
for BHE BE B L)ulta Signz of chewling, however, we
Quite  Comman they ooourred 1n Raif the contexwts from the hut
and  ire just over onhe third of the contexis {from the maln  pLLE
and  from their gensral spparance were caused prob=oiy Dy do

Burming was relatively rare, hut wis found more often in the hut
than 1n the pitz,

THE PEPRESENTATION OF THE SPECIES

2

The species occocurrences are shown in Table 2.
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Amphibis  were found in several contexts thirouahout the fea-
ture groups;  the bones in pit £723410 were particularly large and
must surcly have come from tosds There was one fragmsnt of {ish

not further identifisd, from pit 7202, There were signs of

workKing on  antler (Hiddler, } but there was no
pastcrantial  deery, and thiough the settlement was surely a rural

one the community would have depended for meat almost entirely on
Lts domestic supplies. ’

There were alse saveral occurrences of horse, and with
distributicn aver the body, and some of these horse hones
been chopped, but they were found just ocne or two Fragments
time and even if they came from food remains .- which is by n
means certain - horse would have formed no more than a very small
part.of the diet., '
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For  the more imporiamt food species a mere tally of occur-

trances means 1ittle, but a broad idea of the relative abundance

of cﬂtTle sheep and @lg may b; goined frem the minimum  numbers

from their lower jaws: these gave 21 cattle, 44 sheep and aonly S

pigs ( QL 0%, &62,9% and 7. 1% respectively!. This would suggest a

considerable : a good supply of catile (since each
Ffor

bLeast 15 &
gareater an
interest in

o t in the rearing and a
1 returnd, and a marked lack of

omestic  fowl was moderately commen in that there was a
o 43 mezsureable bones 1n 23 occurrences, with some  can-
ticn of the in the huts and in particular in the rich
assemUlage of F73a8. Goose was more rare, with only & occur-
rences and was not found a2t all o in the pits.
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Frem the
prEUrrances
that despilte

aramal s, there were occasiand)
:wt-types, but it 15 notable
Tewing there were no remains  of




rRrEc LT o wes not found 2t oalld in tho hots, there

: St sure fiven ocore 1n
Liy and there warg twu fragments of postoranial goat in mince

Lo LT S

dhr bl plriz o lan tmme

Give mendibles ares aged accoording  to o the
toot sed by Grant (18720 but the rezulis  In
Tat ified into ziw brond  age  4irQURSs. The
prescnt ffﬂf'aa L ot largs and the data are amplified by the

1

third motars in aadition to  the
It 15 1ntereating that the cattle shaow a clear
eithaer being guveniles or else being considerably eld -
the prime meat group 18 largely sbsent, that of the ,oung auults
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where  the finasl molar has almest erupted or 1s just coming  into
wEar Sheep have a widasr zpread of ages, but the jaws of young
adults zgain are poord y repr sented, The youngest sheep jaws are
mostly  {fcound in hut F7332. :

The few pig jaws were guite young.

No horsze lower jaws were found, but there were two findz of
wort upgper molars. '

NP
SIZES

The of the main domestic animals are of particular
interaest 4 anmd S A total of 121 bores was measurad,
but these were distributed betwzan the species and over the body
and produced few samples large encugh for a fair calculatiaon even
of a mean. To gain = more gensral plcture all measurements have
beern individually comparaed with theose from other Saxon sites  in
Wessex.
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The catvle from Abkot s Worthy gave quite reasconable

] D TS
The were f urements of total metapodizal  length fron
which coutd be estimated; ahd  these results
cnmr“ =4 = with the good meazuremsnts given by larage Middle

X AT

From HAMMIC {(Bourdillon and Coy 1380) and from
ged, the figure of 1.29m from the meta-
rcucusiy high for the general  periocd,
bone width are on avarage
cze from Hamwic znd Ramsbury, there are hever

: agments which are comfortabily above their res-
pactive Hamwic means, and only one 1s below the Hamwic range
ta radiuvs with distal breadth of 59,4 mm from hut F733910,

The sheep by contrast were particularly small: there were
5 OfF tOot i

of longbone fraom which to es5

No measurement 2
{ ta, but it 15 notable that every

mats the wi &} é e =1 a
measurenent of  hone width was below the rezpective means ar
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lished for Hamwic and ech at Ramzbury. [ ot
”4&: there were moeasurements whichh fel) telow the
la with i Tength of 2402 mm, and &

th of Z21.6 mm). The same phencmsncn af

Saxon material frem 0ld

Ly
CEourdi llan 189800, and therce  the Fow

nonos had been smatll as well.,

1m Founo gt Ear

few maturd pig hones but woere measuraements could

ey 3 - I - e ey
WeErgE of Jqoagd s1oa.

d

3| fowl came well within the ranges establishe
far Hamwic ne figures fell variously both abeove and  hbelow
thelyr respective Hamwic meanns,  Few of the goeose bones could Le

meazured, but  in FAEEZE there were several good-sized fragments
and FA339 guave a wholce goose numerus with an exceptional length
of 174

BUTCHERY CUTS

Butchery cuts seem mostly rcugh and inprecise, The exigen-
ciezs of time did not allow any detalled gquantiflication during the
study, but  scme special points of 1nterest were rnoted: careful
cutting was found on & cow lumbar vertebra and a sheep thoracic
vertebra,  bothh from the mut F7233, where there was alsoc a cow
cervical vertebra with s rneat sagittal cul, which 15 rare if not
uni¢ue  for this period in Wessex., The varicus pits gave little
careful cutting, save for a cranial fragmemnt of cattle sacrum
frem F7241, which had two firm clesan cuts which had almost cer-
tainly been sawn. The mincr contexts produced one very clean cut
on  a.riby, probably of sheep, in Fre2/7y  and from F7622 a  cow
metacarpus  which had been cut repeatedly on the surface and then
chopped through with considerable force.

A few minor cases of -patholeogy are listed in the archive,
Vﬁthmpﬂ of greatest prezent interest were the instances of  im-
pactio in  the cheek tooth rows of the sheepy for . these were
found in a variety of leocations within the toothrowy between
premalars, netwecen molars, or where premolar and molar rows abut,
Such ovariaticon in a single assemblags 15 unusual . Otherwise the
sheep mouths were 1n general guite healthy: there was only one
Fad & of pericdontal disease and this was seen 1 a very old
J BN
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THE GENEDTAL AMIFAL ECONGNT

From the results a5 a wnocie 11 wouid 2 are look-
irg =t ROsiyi saods &t so t i=s  much
better eztabiizned, 1 =y bthan the 11 ght nh1m?l ht
G ety Hamon Cla The sheep which are the
numercus  of the Abhoo t arimals may 1nceerd be s
Ztatuire, but many were o & quac age anmd in a good

oo gomon A e v
Heal ihie o
t i‘j!ﬁl in thelr [owar

different

ana  from the loecaticn of  impac-
3 id seem that they repraesent rather
from those sheep which were found by the mouth

of thc River ltchen at Hamwic,

The cattle werz less numerauws than tne sheep but they were
of goecd height and Quite reasanabkly robust: marny of them waire
Fept to a coensiderable age, presumabhly for thelr muny rural uses,

e gap in ths pattern of ageing of the cattley, with the prime
meat group being almost entirely absent from the somple, sUGYzZZLs
that part of the herd may not Le represented nere and 1f thiz ig
so thun the relative strengoh of the cattle may have been unhaer-
rated, UOne may speculate on whether animals were heing kKillea for
‘the provisiorning of some other settlement and. 1f sc whnre this
otiner settlement mignt be -  there 15 2lways the hope that cne
may tight upon the source of some of the good food zupglie: which
reached Hamwic, hbut 1f the shecp from Abhot s Worthy seem not to-
be closely akin to those found at Hamwic it would surely L2
stretching the evidence to suggest that there were sitront traoding
links there for the cattle.

~ Supplies of meat were bhasic and deomestic, and there seems to
have been little if any exploitation of wild animals for food:
althiough antler was in guite common use for workKing there are no
signs of post-cranial deer, and this suggests that the status of
the inkabitants was #ot that of those in whose intarests  any
rnearty deer may have heen protected,

Yet even in this first quick appraisal there have been

found, aleong with much rough butchery, some signs of more careful
cutting of the A EE signs indeed found cven in the huts, 1z
woltld o seem Un the bonegs that in the early phases and
grwards this far more than a simple rural settlement where
people existed nd to mouth.

Frem the point of view of the amimal bones this is a very
! i v

interesting site. Even the limited study has added a new dimsn-
sicn to the = of amimsl husbasndry in this period, and the
recording  of the bones to the usual rigeorous standards would
indeed be well worth whilea,
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TeLLE | s

THE STATE OF THE M&TERIAL
C;;;EITB w;TH T CONTEXTS — comwﬁ?%:M
' MUCH  EROSTON  WITH CHEWING WITH BURNIRG
Uuisz
F 7az4 §
For3as 15 &) 4
F 7403 i
F 7445 3 2 1
cITS _
F 7341 9 3 1
F 7345 & 3
F 7404 = 1
F 7483 s 2 1
F 7485 4 -
F 7493 2
F 78532 ! 1
F 754 2 1 1
F 78093 ) i
ALL  HUTS| 20 - 10 (50,0%) s 125 0%
ALL FITE a3 - 12 126,4%) 3 {1 9.1%)
DTHERS 40 - 9 (20.0%) 2 (10.0%)
TOTAL &a - B1OCAT, 8% 11 (12, 3%
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THELE 5 - W1THI HEIGHTS GF CATTLE
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from Metacarpus Totel Lengtht LEZ.E mm x 6,122 = 1,16

P icgeeie IV e e R A s P e o g i i T - 1 s
feoam Metatarsus Totznl Lengsh: 20847 mm x 9435 o
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21104 mm o= .42 = 1.1D
2EG.7 mm o w S.43 0 = 1,29

TAELE © - MEAN MEASUREMENTS OF WIDTH (in mm)

Catile _Astragaius, Lateral Length: X = 59,6

(rarge 92,2 - 64,4, = 5)

Sheep _Humeruz, Distal Ereadth: = = 26,2
(range = 2Z285.2 - 28179 n=7)
Domestic Fowl Radius, Createst Length: = = 57,9




