
\hlsford Shaft 

Ca talo ,,"lie 

sf.23, lab.620369 

Several strands, three 6.5clll long, the rer,lainder 2.5-3.3cm long, 

of vegetaule fibre, t"listed in the ;i-direction (clockHise); all 

are o.6-0.8cm Hide. -rhe longer three -.~,ieces r:lay have been originally 

hlisted together in the Z-direction (anti-clocb!ise) in the manner 

of sf.175. 

sf.24, lab.620832 

lilragments of vegetable matter, described on excavation as "rope". 

Possibly originally as sf.23. 

sf.71a, lab.620830 

THO pieces, one 6.5cm and one 5.5cm long, both \'lith nlaximum Hidth 

1.5cm, of S-hlisted "Ioody material; bark still present; two pieces 

probably originally tvlisted together. 'dood identified by Dr A.H.Hall 

of the C;nvironmental Archaeology Unit, York University, as hazel 

(Corylus). 

sf.71b, lab.620831 

As sf.24 

sf.100, lab.620833 

As sf.24 

sf.142, lab.620835 

As 8f.24 

8f.160, lab.620839 

lJescribed on excavation as "rope frasmentsll 'out nOH distintel,)rated .. 

sf.175, lab.620829 

A flattened cord, 8.0cm long amd 1.3cm Hide; 3-ply, Z-t\'l'.sted from 

three ,s-tHisted strands; identified by l1..l1 .. Hall as plant, l)robaly 

plant stem fibre. 

8f.322, lab.G20837 

Jescribed on excavation as a flplai tf! but no' .. ! distintecrated. 
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Comuents 

Sf.71a \','ould 3.11})ear to -oe a l\-lithy', that is, a flexible piece of 

\'Jood, tuisted, and used for binding. Jf.175 is a j-ply cord of 

vegetable fibre. '..i.1he other finds are poorly ~)reserved, but sfs 23, 

24,71b, 100 and 142 reser:1ble 175 in fibre and may originally have 

be-on from similar cords. 

Thick plied cords I-lere used as belts in the costume of Bronze Age 

Denmark, but they \'lere made exclusivly of \'1001 or hair (1). Cords 

of vebetable fibre are not a common famd, possibly because vegetable 

fibres decay more rapidly than animal. One fine plied thread of 

vegetable fibre \'las found under the skull of a female burial at 

Garton Slack in Yorkshire and a 2-ply piece of string, possibly 

grass, \'las excavated at ;;,ilbury Hill, ".iiltshire (2). HOI-lever, 

the association 0 f the cord finds from \':ilsford Shaft with the 

\'lithy "'lay indicate that they too Here used as bindings. 
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