
A Preliminary Report on the Landsnails from Little Somborne. 

K.D. Thomas, Institute· of Arohaeology, london. 

The samples examined so far are from oontext 701, all from 

the fill of the ditoh. Four samples have been extraoted and the 

land snails identified. A further series of samples from this site 

have been extraoted but the detailed study of the snail shells remains 

to be undertaken. It is hoped that this will be accOmplished in the 

near future. 

(P"-5il- s) 
The results obtained so far are listed in the appended tabl~ The 

details of the samples are as follows: 

Sample 10. 95-100 cm from the surface of the ditch. Tightly packed 

chalk rubble and primary 'silt'. Material contains numerous 

roots with diameters up to 5 mm. 

Sample 9. Depth 60-65 em. From layer above the very coarse primary 

silt; very stony. 

Sample 7. Depth 35-40 cm. Fairly fine material, more 'earthy'. 

Sample 3. Depth 10-15 em. Surface layer of the fine material 

represented in samples 3 to 7, inclusive. Overlain by 

bare, stony ploughed soil. 

The land snails were extracted by wet sieving and all identifiable 

fragments larger than 0.5 mID were recovered. The comments made below 

on the assemblages are provisional. 

Sample 10 

This assemblage is a rather mixed one with open country and 

shade-prefe=ing speoies represented. This is not at all unusual in 
~ 

di toh, and other such,. contexts wf.re one part of the assemblage~epresen:lts. 

animals whioh were living in the sheltered microhabitat of the ditohwhiler 

the others have probably either fallen into the ditch from the 

surrounding landsurfaoe, or h~ve been deposited in the ditch with 



'. 

'eroded turves. Discus and'V1trea. in this sample probably represent 

snails living in the sheltered ditch but Pupilla, Vallonia and 

Helicella probab1:y indicate open-country conditions around the ditch •. 

The fauna is rather impoverished in terms of total numbers and numbers 

,of ;species. 

Sample 9 

This sample contains the largest numbers of individuals and 

highest species diversity of all the samples examined. This may 

indicate a slowdown in the rate of infill of the ditch. Shade-loving 

species are very abundant, reflecting the sheltered ditch habitat. 

·.;Theopen country component in the asseJ!lblage is dominated by Vallonia 

ccistat;;;~hi()h rriiiy .i~dicate grassland adjacent to the ditch but the 

extent of this is. uncertain. 
'~"; '-, ' 

A rather impoverished assemblage with few obligate shade-loving 

species. The assemblage probably indicates a rather rapid infill of 

fine material, ploughing being the most likely mecha~ism. 

Sample 3 

This assemblage is dominated by open country species and probably 

reflects the ploughing phase suggested from sample 7. While Vallonia 

costata is still the most abundant species, V. excentrica and Pupilla 

InuS-corum are also quite numerous. These latter species reflect a more 
, ''<--'- ' • 

"disturbed and drier soil, such as would be produced by the plough •. 



:) .~ 

.~ 

LITTLE SOMBORNE. Context Z01. 

Landanaila from aelected samples. 

Sample 3 Sample 1 ·Sample 9 

10-15 em. 35-40 em. 60-65 cm~ 

Pomatiaa elegana (MUller) 1 1 1 

Caryehium tridentatum (Risso) 1 1 1 
Coehlie0lli!: sp. 2 1 1 

Vertifio l!:t:S!!!aea (Draparilaud) 2 2 

Pul!iIla muscorum (Linnaeus) 41 2 9 3 
Vallonia costata (MUller) 111 22 121 19 
V. exeentrica Sterki 52 5 4 1 

V. pulchella (MUller) 3 
Vallonia spp. 4 1 

, 

Ena obselU'a" (MUller) 1 

Punc tum l!Yl$Il!aeum (Dra parnaud) 1 3 
,Discus rotundatus (MUller) + 1 103 14 

Vitrina l!ellueida (MUller) 3 13 
Vitrea e~stallina (MUller) 7 
V. contraeta (Westerlund) 2 25 4 
AefjoEinella Eura (Alder) 3 
A.nitidula (Draparnaud) 3 5 33 1 

0!lehilua cellariua (MUller) 1 13 
0!lehilus sp. 1 

Limaeidae 1 

Ceeilioides aeicula (MUller) 42 1 15 3 
Clausilia bidentata (Strllm) 1 1 8 

Helieella itala (Linnaeus) 9 4 5 1 

Trichia hisEida (Linnaeua) 16 18 63 13 
Arianta arbustorum (Linnaeus) + + 
CeEaea nemoralis (Linnaeus) + 
C. hortensis (MUller) + 
Arianta/CeEaea app. + 1 3 1 

Totals· .. 241 78 431 68 . ' 

* ExcludingC.acieula. 


