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Come mpie;"e;gag;gga 50 far ave from context 701, all from

the flll of the dltch Four samples have been extracted and the

land snalls identified. A further series of samples from this site

.have been extracted but the detailed study of the snail shells remains

to be undertaken. It=1s hoped that th;s will be accemplished_ln the

o future? o ] o . S

, - ( Prye- ’3)
The results obtalned 80 far are listed in the appended table The

“-details of the samples are as followss - | _

Sample 1Q 95~1OO cm from the surface of the ditch, Tightly pecked |

- ) chalk rubble and primary Sllt' Material conﬁains nueerous'
roots thh dlemeters up o 5 mm.
Sample 9. Depth 60-65 cm. From layer above the very coarse primary
J si}t;_ve?y_stopy.
Sample 7. ﬁeé%h_%é;40 cm, Fairly fine material, eore tearthy’'.
Samp le 5# ] pepfh 10515 cm. Surface layer of the fine material
| ﬁebresented in samples 3 to 7, inclusive. Overlain by
bare, stony ploughed soil,
The land snails were extracted by wet sieving and all identifiable
fragments lapger than 0.5 mn were recovered. The commentis made belpw_

on the assemblages are provisional.

 Sample 10

Thls assemblage is a rather mlxed one w1th open country and
shade-preferrlng species represented Thls is net at. all unusual in

ditch and other such, contexts ﬁere one part of the essemblage represen&snf'

Zanlmals whlch were 11v1ng in the sheltered mlcrohabltat of the dl

””the others have probably elther fallen 1nto the ditch from the !

_surroundlng_land surface;‘or have been deposlted ln the”altch wit



o

eroded“turves. Discus and,Vltrea in thls sample probably represent

_ na.ils ].J.Vlng in the sheltered d.ltch but Pupllla, Vallonia and

”Hellcella probably_lnd;ggte open—country conditions around the ditch.

-:Thé fauna is rather impoverished in terms of total numbers and numbers

woof iepecies.

This sample containe the largest numbers of individuals and

B highest species dlverSLty of all the samples examined. This may

 1nd1cate a slowdown in the rate of 1nf111 of the ditch. Shade-loving

SpeCleS are very abundant, reflectlng the sheltered ditch habitat.

',JThe5open country component in the assemblage is dominated by Vallonia

costata’ whlchfmay 1ndlcate grassland adgacent to the ditch but the

is uncertaln.

4_f¥éfher impoverished assemblage with few obligate shade-loving

~.-species, The assemblage probably indicates a rather rapid infill of

'f57fiﬁéhma£erial, ploughing being the most likely mechagism.

_Sample 3
This assemblage is dominated by open country species and probably
~ reflects the ploughing phase suggested from sample 7. While Vallonia

. .gcostata is still the most abundant species, V. excentrica and Pupilla

" .muscorum are also quite numerous., These latter species reflect a more

'L“falstuifé&'and ﬂ;;erLspi1,_such as would be produced by the plough.




'33ff?;Echuding C.1aéiéﬁla;

Context 701

" Pomatias elegans (Miller)
Carychium tridentatum (Risso)

Cochllcogg sp.
~ Vertigo Exggaea (Draparnaud)

| - Pupilla muscorum (Linnaeus)

" Vallonia costata (Miller)
V. excentrica Sterki _
v, pulchella (Miller) -

“--_ Vallonia spp. -

" Fna obscura’ (Mﬂller)
Punctum pygmaeum (Draparnaud)

. Discus rotundatus (Milller)
" Vitrina pellucida (Hﬁller)
Vitrea crystallina (Mﬁller)
V. contracta (Westerlund)

Aegopinella pura (Alder)

‘A, nitidula (Draparnaud)

Oxychilus cellarius {M#iller)
Oxychilus sp. o
Limacidae

Cecilioides acicula (Milller)
Clausilia bidentata (Stxztm)
Helicella itala (Linnaeus)
Trichia hispida (Linnaeus)

Arianta arbustorum (ILinnaeus)

Cepaea nemoralis (Linnaeus)
C. hortensis (Mﬁller)
o Arlanta/Cepaea spp. '
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' Séhplé 3

'Sample 7

Landsnalla from selected samples.:foﬂjf:

‘Sample 9 -
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