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Summary

Textile remains from nine graves in an Anglo-Saxon
cemetery were examined., They were garment fragments

preserved by contact with corrosion products of

metal

grave goods. The material is typical of Anglo-Saxon
domestic weaving, tabby and four-shed twills, one with

possible traces of pile or decoration.
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appendix 1 Textlles

slissheth Crowfoot

textile materiscl from this cemetery 1is scanty and deteriorsted.
i#ith the exce,tion of one area idsatiried (Swil) &s probably flax
(Grazve 1..46bj, all fibres had been replaced by metal oxides from the
grave-goods witk which they had been in contact. There is evidence
»f insect damuage, chewed threwds and deposited pupae, before
oxidisaiion heo taken place.

dith tws possible exceptiosns the spinning in all fabrics is 4 in
both systems; the wsaves preserved are tabby (plain weave) and four-
shed twill. in one of the twills (Grave 14.4la) difrerent directions

in the diagonals indicete that this must have had a broken diamond or

chevron construciion, the most popular patterned weave for good quality
angls—svaxon garment fabrics (vrowfoot G.M. 1951,30-323 Crowfoot #. 1967,
21,375 1969,51; 1976,1045 1901,97; 19t3,416-425,466-469; 1965a,52-53; .

The textiles which appear to have had difrferently spun threads are
unfortunately too deteriorated to show detalls., Yhere are only traces
of the probable % and S-spun thread in one system of en unidentifiable
woave {Grave 12a.25), insufficient to indicate if this was one of the
striped weaves, with groups of Z and 5 threads cn tabbies or twills,
found in other Kentish cemeteries, Finglesham and Updown. I'he Sply
threads in one system of the Yflax tablLy from Grave 14 might indicate
a weflt stripe, or perhaps part of a selvedge.

One buckle in a man's grave \Lrave 2.2U; has remains of st least two
Z-spun tabbies preserved together on patches of leather, one (b) lying
next to the leather, a close evenly spun weave, with above it scraps
{a; of & more open weave witr posssible remains of pile or pattern. ‘Y'he
srea cleurly preserved is small, but shows coarse Z-ply threads lying on
the surfsce or the tatby; at one end these perhuaps lie free, at the other
probably looping round or under threads of the ground weave. The coarse
1 .pse ply suggests perhaps a piley it is reminiscent of plyed thresads
on & decorated weave from Valsgirde in bweden {(Arwidsson 1942,pl.6&).

I'he thread counts and general appearance indicate weaving of good
puaiity, tasugh with meterial from only a few graves there is not the
clesr prepondersnce of tatby wsaves so noticsuble in larger Kentish
cemeteries, Dover {buckland,, ringlesham, Upduwn and Broadstairs (St.

Peter's Tip).



_ostume evidence is naturally scarce. something like the usual

Angilian woman's urraigenent of three brooches — & palr to fesien an

sver—gswn on the shaoulders, and & central ocae to pin the cloak, or the

nack of the unter—dress (Urowfoot o. Lytl,uYs lotha,bH3-54; Crowloot n.

and Jorpes J. lubdg,ly) - is sugg.estee by the saucer brogsches of Urave 14,

with the ifairiy

The gown,
withk the
in Grave

over the

solid twill on their underside o sultable weight for

and the pavternea twill on the central broschk from the cloak,

flux tably perhaps ITrom vhe headvell. ihe possible pile weave
7 might come from the man's cloak, or a decorated blaunket laid

body .

the fine tabLy weave on the bucket fitting in Grave

lea was probabtly a cloth covering the bucket, as Iound in graves at

fFinglesham, lkucking \mssex;, sorning Thorpe {(sorfolk; and Portway

in hampshire {(Crowfoot
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