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Summary 

Textile remains from nine graves in an Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery were examined. They were garment fragments 
preserved by contact with corrosion products of metal 
grave goods. The material is typical of Anglo-Saxon 
domestic weaving, tabby and four-shed twills, one with 
possible traces of pile or decoration. 
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il.r'.r- ...... ~JJC'il..l•, .uh.::.i'l' l'~'>AitV~i~, Sussex. 
ii1>G L( -dllJ...Cl~ c .bh~b'l'Dl\ y 

~~pendi~ : textiles 

~lis~teth CrowfJot 

Tex~:,ile :J.c.~teri~il f1·om ttis cemeter~y is scant.;,.· and deteriora,teci. 

,;itt: the excectiJn of one o.re<o identified \'='Ml) as probably flax 

\_Gra,ve 1·-r .!t6b), all fibres hu.(l been replaced b.)' metal oxides from the 

6rave-6 cods witt wtich the~ had been in cJnt~ct. ~here is evidence 

Jf insecT: ciCL'JlHt,e, chewed ttreetds and deposit eci vupae, before 

oxiciisution haci_ te,keu place. 

11ith tw~ pJssible exce~tiJns the spir1ning in all fa1rics is Z in 

both systems; tr'e weaves preserved m-e tabLy (plain weave) and four-

shed twill. ln one of the twills ~~rave 14.4la) different directions 

I, 

in the diagonals indicute that this must have had a broken diamond or 

chevron construction, the most popular po..tternea weave fJr good quality 

an~lo-~axcn garment fabrics (Growfoot ~.M. l951,3v-32; Growfoot g, 1967, 

21,37; 196';;,51; 197b,l04; l)JU,91; 19t3,4lb-42),46b-469; 19b5a,52-53J· 

'l'he textiles which appear to have had differently spun threads are 

unfortunately too deteriorated to show details. 'there are onlJ~ traces 

of the probable Z and 0-SlJUfl thread in one SJ•Stem of "n unidentifiable 

wea.ve (<irave l2a.25), insufficient to indicate if this was one of the 

striped we~ves, with ~roups of Z and d threads on tabbies or twills, 

found in other Kent ish cemeteries, ~'inglesham and Updown. 'l'he Ciply 

threads in one SJStem of the ?flax ttcbly from ~rave 14 might indicate 

a weft stripe, or perhhps part of a selvedge. 

One buckle in a man's grave ~~rave 2.2u; has remains of ht least two 

,;-svun tabbies preserved together on patches of leather, one \b) lying 

next to the leather, a close evenly spun weave, with above it scraps 

(.a; of a more open weave witi~ pJssible remains of pile or pattern. 1l'he 

area clearlJ- pr-eserver! is smtdl, but shows coarse Z-ply threads lying on 

the surf<,.ce of the ta.t bJ•; at one end these perhc.ps lie free, at the other 

probablJ bopine; round or under thre<o.ds of the ground weave. 

l "ose pl:i sug6 ests perhaps a pile; it is reminiscent of plyed threads 

on a decorated weave from Valsgarde in ::iweden \Arwidsson 1942,pl.6cJ. 

'l'he thre<".d C-.)Unts and gerJ.eral hp.vearauce indicate weaving of good 

4uality, thJugh with rn~terihl frJm only a few grhves there is not the 

cleu.r prepJndero_nce Jf tatby weaves so n::>ticeuble in la..rger Kentish 

cemeteries, 1J0ver ~buckla11d;, iinc;leuham, Ul)d:...:\'ii1 and broadstairs (.8t. 

Peter's Tip). 



~~stume evidecice is n~turall~ scarce. 00~ething like tte usual 

.M.n~:';1ian \'i,)ma.n 1s c,I'l'linc;erneLlt of three bro·.:.>ches -c. pair to i\'"sten a.n 

_;Ver-f:S'_;wn on tte sh:Julclers, c.,nd h central ·Jne t::> pin the cl::>uk, or the 

neck of the uuGlH'-dl'ess (GrJwfo:Jt l!J. l>bl,;;9; ljtJa,)J-).:~; Growf:Jot .b. 

and JJnes J. ljL4,l~) -is sub 6 estea b~ the s~ucer brooches of Grave 11, 

witi~ the ;airl~ solid twill on their unuerside a suitable wei~ht for 

t~_e ~J~r1, ~Gd the p~tterciea twill on the cet1tral broJct fro1n the cloak, 

~ith the flax taLLy perhhvs frJm the he~dveil. 

in Grave 2 Inlo'ht CJme fr;)m the man's cloo.k, or a decorated bl.::,_nket laid 

over the body. 'rhe fine tuLly ~eave on the bucket fitting in Urave 

lL:a whs vrJUcttly a cl::>tt c0verin2; the bucket, as i'Juad in E,Taves at 

.it'ine;lesha.rn, k,uckine;; \-"-'sseXj, 1\iorniL16 'l'hOTfe \_J.'Wrf;:dk; and !-'ortway 

in ha.mpshire \_(.;r::mfJot ~. l)lb5d 11U2). 

~rwidsson ~. 1942 

Crowfoot U.~. 1951 

Vals6arde 6 (Uppsala) 

tHl'extiles of the baxon pel'iod in the liluseurn of 
Archaeology and .!!ithDoloeSY0 .Proc .Camb .Ant iq_ua.1·ian 

CrovtfJot .c;. 

Gry:.f:>Jt 1:_,. 

0oc. X~IV. 26-32. 

1967 App.l. 1 ~<1'he Textiles 11 in H.h • .Ua..vidson and L.VIebster, 
11 'l'he angl:)-uaxon burial at Coombe \_l'l8odnesborou5h;, 
Kent" flled.Arch. AI. 37-39. 

1969 u.lextiles" in 1-'.J /l'estel', ".bxcavations at .B'ordcrJft, 
Cr J.·in,;ton" Archaeol.Cant iana. LAAAl V. 5G-53. 
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JO.nnglian Arch.7. 9b-lv6. 

19Ll lV ."'J..'he textiles" in A.fi·l.Go:Jk, 1l'he Anglo-0axon 
Z..:emetery at .t~'ona.b;y, Lincolnshire, OcC? • .l:'apers in 
Dines. hist. and Arch. 6. H9-101. 

l9b3 lV ."The textiles" in 1\.bruce-Mitford, 'l'he 0utt:m 
hoo cib~Jl.bUL'ial vol.3.I. 4U9-479· 

l9b5a "'1'be textiles" in c:i.h;.hirst, An 11nglo-ciaxon inhumation 
l.)eme~ery at ;:-;ewerb;y, ~ast Yorkshire, York Univ .Arch. 
rubs. 4. 4b-54· 

1Sfb5d 11 '1·he textileS 11 in .rt.i,'i.Cook and l'll.W .Dacre, bxcavati::>ns 
::.t rort\•,u;,, Add over, 1:)7 3-1Tl5 Qxford Univ. 
~OiJJr.:littee I.r.rch. lii)r1'J6ra_t-·h n:>.4. 9)!-102. 

find Jones J. l~b4 Vl. 11 'J..·he "textiles 1
' inC .hills, K • ..t'enn and n.nickett, 
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