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century ~.=. - fourth century. 

Author's aCiress :-

Department Jf Archaeology 
University Jf Southampton 
Highfield 
Southampto= 
S09 5NH 

0703 55912: 

~ Histor"-c Buildings and Monuments Commission for England 



.. :LACK-BURNISI1ED \{ARE D1SH mOrl ;dAREHArI, DCRSET 

D. P. \{illiams, Ph. D., ;;-SA 

(HBrIC Ceramic Petrology Project) 

~e=-,..!.rtment of A.rchaeology, University of Southampton 

Trench "7 (:) 

Handmade sheri·;.;::::~ a small loop-handle and Rlain-rim, roughly bu"'S"'~i5~ed a~_ 

over, dark grey -i-__ colour (rlunsell 10Y[-\ 4/1) t.,ti th a sandy fabric. Th:'s she~: 

belongs :'8 t:-te b~.:..ck-burnished ',yare category 1 (BBl) class of vessel.s, and :.:: 

this pa=~icuLar :13e can be assigned to the large production centre ~ased C~ -the ;.JarE::ta;n - ?OC~2; Harbour area that operated throughout most of the. ?'O;7l2.:-: 

occupat=-on of 3ri:3.in (;,.jilLiams t 1977, Group 1). It comes from <::. th'O-

handled so-cal~ec 'fish-dish.1 (ibid., Fig. 3, no. 4). This form is o\-::d in 

shape ra:her t;.'1an :ircular, usually half as l.ong again as it is lv-ide and :'ii:.-:. 

a small circular ~andle at either end of the long axis. An inscribed 'diabl: 

design c:)nsistin.g :f a :?air of triangles united at the apex commonly 2.?pear~ 

on the i::.side 0f :::e base, while scribbled patterns frequently ocCUr on the 

underside. Ttie ex:.-~rnal walls are normally undecorated. UnfortunateLy the 

\{areham snerd is :::0 small to show if any of these patten1s.are pre.sent. 

This type of "esse~ emerged late in the third century A.D. and continued in 

use throlJ.~hout nos: of the .t~Jrth century. Its distribution seems to have be:..:.."': 

more limited t..~an ::':''1er Dorset BBl forms. It is not found in the nort~l or eal:em 

parts of t..'-,e courrt::::r for example, and instead appears to be confined to the 

south, SO'.lt."-,,~st <.:,d the Hidlands. 
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