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I den tif:.ce.:ion of an imitation BB1 ( black-bur::lished 
category 1 early Roman cooking-pot in a calcite temper­
ed fabr~c, ?robably made fairly locally. 
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Small, plai:1 upri~~t-:immed sherd, partly burnished in a fairly hard, smoot.h 

fabric, dar~ grey su~:'aces (between Munsell lOYCl 4/1 - 3/1) and black core. 

·~ Scattered t.=:rougho:.rt ire frequent crystals of calcite .. Thin sectionins and 

study under b,e ~etr::~Jgical microscope Sho~v,s ... that the calcite is set in an 

optically a::isotr:?i::: 11atrix of baked clay containing a few small pieces of 

quartz sanc!.stone a.:1d .::ome discrete grains of quartz. Calcite tempered ;>ottery 

is well-kno<•"71 in :..1e ~alton region (Corder and Kirk, 1932; Loughlin, ~977; 

S«an, 1980), and so:: seems quite likely that this vessel was produced 

fairly loca:...Ly, perha;s in imitation of the popular earlier forms of Jlack .. 

burnished ca~ego:y 1 ••are (BBl) cooking pots ('.Jilliams, 1977), 
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