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Summary 

The buried Iron Age soil at Eaton Bishop is probably a 
typical argillic brown earth. Location of samples from 
the site are shown, and their long term stability is 
stated. 
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SOIL REFeRI' ON FATON CAMP, FATON BISHOP, HEREFORnSHIRE, 

R.I. Maqreil. 

SUrril!a+y 

'!he buried Iron Age soil at Eaton Bishop is probably a typical argillic 

brown earth. IDeation of samples fran the site are shown, and their long 

tenn stability is stated. 



SOIL REFORI' ON EATON CAMP. EA'IDN BISHOP. HEREFOROOHIRE 

R.I. Macphail SSe, MSc, RlD 

In April 1985 a section through the ranpart of the Iron Age camp at Eaton 

Bishop was excavated (Central Excavation Unit) expos~ a small area of 

buried soil. 'lbe site is a prcrrontory canp on the edge of an incised 

mearxier of the river Wye, another side bein;J protected by the valley of a 

small tributary of the river Wye. Local parent materials are reddi sh silty 

shales, siltstones an1 san1stones - local soils be~ mapped as typical 

Argillic J3I:'a.m Earths (Brattyard Associaton; Ragg et al 1983). 

'lbe soil profile (see description) seemed to be that of a IrOderately 

truncated typical argillic J3I:'a.m Earth, possibly occupation (charcoal rich) 

"top soil" be~ used in ranpart construction. 

'lbe excavation was very lllnited in area an1, in view of the small anount of 

associated envi.ronroontal infonnation an1 the present lack of relevant 

research questions into the environment of the Devonian area, it was decided 

not to urx:lertake analysis in the immediate future. However, bulk soil 

sanples were taken fran the bEb, bBtg an1 bBtg horizons an1 these should 

remain IrOderately stable, whereas the urx:listurtled sanples fran charcoal soil 

dump (context 37) in the ranpart, an1 the buried soil (see sketch) which 

have been lll'pregnated should be stable indefinitely. 'Ibis report represents 

the results of observations on site. 
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Soil Profile Description : Eaton Bishop 

Profile 1. ~ 5-200 North, on incised river meander. site mainly 

shedclin;J. Parent Material Devonian reddish silty shale, siltstone arrl 

sarrlstone. Soil 'lV)?e Typical argillic brown earth (Branyard Association; 

Ragg ~ 1983). 

Horizon, depth em. 

Rampart 

0-166 

bEbg(?) 

166-182 

bBtg 

182-193 

bBtg2 

193-215+ 

Includes at 143-147em a red (lOR 4/8) clay dI.ntp with weak 

red (lOR 4/4) clay containi.rg much charcoal, mixed soil to 

155cm, arrl stoney dI.ntp to 166cm. Gleyed weak red (lOR 4/2) 

areas; charcoal barris, burned bone present. 

Reddish brown (5 YR 5/3) m::lderately weak sarxiy clay with 

weak, soft yellCMish red (5 YR 5/6) iron pan at c.169-17Ocm, 

many weak medium IlOttles; coarse blocky becoming prismatic; 

few medium stones; very lCM porosity; very poorly humose; 

minor mixing with B horizon; few clay coatings, charcoal 

present; clear, irregular bourrlary. 

Red (2.5 YR 4/6) m::lderately weak clay loam with CClllUOCln 

diffuse medium IlOttles; coarse prisms; few medium arrl coarse 

stones; very lCM porosity; very poorly humose; few clay 

coatings arrl charcoal; gradual irregular bourrlary. 

!::ark reddish brown (2.5 YR 3/4) m::lderately weak clay loam 

with CClllUOCln diffuse medium nottles; coarse prisms; frequent 

very small, medium arrl large stones; few clay coatings. 



Buried 
Soil 

SOIL SAMPIE lDCATION i EATON CAMP 

soil, charcoal am. bone duitp (37) 8 
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