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Summary

Fragments from a woven braid in silk, silver-gilt and
silver covered threads with a picoted edge, of a type
used for the decoration of fashionable men's and women's
garments in the 16th and early 17th century.

Author's address :-

Riverview

Big Row
Geldeston,Beccles
Suffolk

NR34 OLB

050271 7754

<:> Historic Buiidings and Monuments Commission for England



GalVe PRIOKY, buufUnUsHIinl

slisabeth vrowfoot
(ketal analysiss Justine mayley. Lye testings renelope walton)

[Ta08 £111.,120 8g.500. Aolielbeno KEOULLILU (Kent cvounty luseums sservice).

Ywoy Pragments of woven braid, lengths c«lj.U zad 29.U cm,
width 7=8 mm (fig.l ).

thae warp is ol three difrerent threadss

(1) At the edges, very fiae silk, yellow (undjed), slight S-spin.

(2) Fattern, silver-gilt strip, wouand round & yellow (und;ed) silk
S—-spun core, and

(3) %oilver strip, wound round a similar silk core, and plyed 2Z.

Weft threads, coarse, Tsilver as in (3) but used single, not plyed;

metal strip c.6 Gwists on 2 mm.

‘e braid is reversible, the weave at each edge tabty on 5 silk
warps; the ceantre pattern is on H warps, one pair silver-gilt, 1
plyed silver, 1 pair silver-gilt, 1 plyed silver, 1 pair silver-giit,
weave extended tably over groups of four wefts. Alternate wert
rejurns are extended and twisted to form a picoted edge.

in the longest fragment or braid, two pisces have been joined
together, overlapping after v.0 cm, ravher roughly sewn with S5-ply
silk similar to that of the metal-thread core.

“he use of braids is a2 noticeable f'eature in the decoration of
fushionalle garmeats of the 16th and early l{th centuries. Various
techniques can be seen, the s8ilk and wool tablet-weaves of the

"Spanish" fashion (otreiter and Weiland 1985) and later metal bobtin
laces (araold 19&5.334-33b) and the style of the urove frriory braid,
with metal threads and boldly picoved edges, is well represented.
vhe fifteenth ceutury date sug.ested for this fragment is perhaps too
garly - it is im the fashions of the lHhUUs, with their fitted tziloriag,
that the braiding Lecomes most lmportant - paeraliel rows on clouks and
¢nllars, disgonal stripiug on sleeves, "wiugs" and "skirts" of doublets,
dnd outiines on more magnificeutly embroidered "guards". mxamples
ol the Grove Priory style ol braia can be seen in germents surviving
in museums &and private collectiouns (arnold 1965. 133<137, 140-142, 193,
266, 260-291) aad iu contemporary portraits (op.cit. Su(l567), 190(1618,,
295(1561), 332(c.1570); burckhardt, 247(1945), 349.).

1wo very similar braids, with silk and metal threads and picoted
edges, come [rom reeent finds, wdlingham vastles, worthumberlahd
(AuioLab.teport 588 ) and Norwich Uity Survey (oite 146n. wegdalen
otreet, 367.ur 473).
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