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Summary

Textile fragments were recorded on metal grave-goods
from twenty-seven graves, In all but two cases the
fibres were mineralised, and some surfaces confused by
?skin., The material, from garments, was originally of
good quality, including tabby weaves, three-shed and
four-shed twills, with details dincluding tubular
selvedges and traces of tablet-weave borders.
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Appendix: fTexviles

mlisabeth Urowfoot. )
(Pibre identification: H.W.appleyard, F.i.1.)

With the exception of two fragments recognisable as wool, textile
remains in this cemetery were preserved by the oxides of the grave
goods against which they lay, and the {ibres completely mineralised.
Study was complicated by a feature previcusly occasionally noted
(Crowfoot 19685a.51) but here very widely present, a flat layer which
from its retviculated surface appears to be skin, mineralised in the
same manner as the textile fibres below; this is almost iupossible
to remove, and though from a distance weave sﬂﬁctures can often be
seen, under magnification this is obscured by the enlarged fibres.
It is however clear from what remains that textiles here were originally
of good quality.

rhe spinning throughout is Z, spart from possible Z and S-spun
threads in one fine weave whose structure is uncertain (Grave 114.3305/7).
ihe weaves prasent include tabby {plain weave; and twills, three~shed
(one possibly ribbed), four-sned (two with broken diamond or chevron
patterns; and tablet-weaves.

wvhe four identifiable tably weaves are all fine. In two (Graves 15,

£0) the style of the very even rounded threads suggesis worsted, i.e.
combed long starle wool, ratnsr than & linen fabric. In one of these
(Grave b0, 2410/5) the weave uppears to have stripes of thicker threads,
which in a fabric of this guality is likely to be intentional. Uhe
strirping suszests the use of two welts, one coarse, reiurning in the

next sked, the other finer, in single throws between the two-pick

stripes, a weave that would have been more effective if the two wefts

had been of different colours as well as different weights. Unfortunately
the many folds or layers of this weave all show broken edges, and no
selvedge survives to show if the striping was in the warp or weft.

‘the only certain example of three~shed twill (Grave 161, 3542/6)

has also a striped effect, with some noticeably thicker wefts, though
here reather irregular. In two places the weave is reversed, i.e. on
the face visible (weft-fsce, 1/2) silving one throw in 2/1 {figel).

If this occurrea throughout the weavé, it might indicate something
approaching & weave so far not found in nngland, the ribhed twill
identified by Frofessor H.-J.hundt from numeroud cantinental cemeteries
of this date (hundt 1965.75; 13060.154; 1S¥2.dissribution,abk.4; 1965.

331}. wke ribs are most comwonly of three thoows 1/2, tvhree 2/1,



though tiere are variations, and on one site, niederstotzingen, single
reversed throws occur; these however are placed to emphasise the
changes of diagonal at the centre of areas of aiamond twill {hundt 1%67.
&,16-17,P1.6}. <irhere are no diamonds, or geueral reverses, in the
urave 161 pieces; and perhaps the lines, which are separawed by twenty
throws of regular weft, are merely accidental, a broken thread or a
weaving mistake. '

The commonest weave at wasperton is the four-shed twill, of which

there are sixteen examples. most are medium to fine grade weaves with
fairly regular spinning and near-even thread counts, only occcasionally
warp-preponderant; only one (Grave 111, 3247/22.a) is of the coarser
quality suitable only for cloaks and blankets. In two graves { uraves
66.3125/21.a, 111.3247/23.c) reversal of the diagonals indicates a

broken diamond or chevron weave, tUhough too little survives for the

pavtern to be dravn; with such small ffaguents, =znd the exjension of
aismonds with areas of chevron diagonals seen in some examples where
large areas have survived (urowfoot « Jones 19b4.16,20; Keupston,

Ginton Wold, botsz critish wuseum) it is possible that many of the scraps
of simple diagonal twill come from patterned weaves.

A length of 2.t cm of a wmineralised weave border, preserved in the
earth with fragments of gilded saucer brooches from Grave 77, is "skinned"
over, but seems to be a tubular selvedge of the type popular in Anglo-
Saxon textiles (Crowfoot 1576.104,1065 1961.96-9&; 1963.473~474; 19&54.

52~53)s the closely-packed warp threads in this tatby—-weave construction

arz finer and more even than the rather wntidy trnreads of the twill 6n
which it seems to be the selvedge {fig.r). A detached fragment of
another such border coaes from Grave 39, and possible remains of a
similar construction from Grave &6.

1wo fragments of tablet-weave are in the simple 4-hole consiruction

used for starting and closing borders as well as welvedges. ‘I'he
position of two twists in Grave 24 suggest these were part of a border,
but perhaps on a coarser weave than the four-shed tvwill that survives
below; in urave 39 no possible main weave survives, but the coarse
Z-plyed wefts clearly protruding from the three twists that remain
appear to be cut off, as when threaded btack through the twists of an
end-torder (cr. urowfoot 1967.37-3b; 1963.466~930rowfoot and Jones 1984.
1€,20)3 the fragment of tubular selvedge could be the side-border on the
same wWeave. In Grave 114 the lie of a patch of finer twists, and the
holes left by missing wefts, suggest a braid in one of the patterned

weaves preserved in earlier oscandinavian finds (Hougen 1935.¥1e.a111,AVIL)
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and since found in English cemeteries (morning Thorpe, worfolk, uraves
356,360} - & type of braid that would have been woven separately, and
sewn to the edge of the garment pinned here by the saucer bhrooches
(Hougen 1935.F1s.XVI-AVIII; kucking, sssex, Urave 614/2).

In three graves textile underneath is confused by the presence of
coarse threads which do not belong to a weave. wo beads are mentioned
in Graves 17 and 145, and the passage of threads on the brooches,
particularly those wound round the rivet and knotted in Grave 17,perhaps
mean that the brooches were sewn on, ratier than pinning the shoulders
of the woman's overgown. 4 twist, or perhaps a loose plait of Z and
Z~ply threads on a cruciform brooch in Grave 11l may have been bead-thread,
but this, or other similar threads, also pass round the arms of the cross;
it is possible other objects were attached - the surface of an iron ring
with the brooch is covered with fine twill; ciearly visible sewing
stitches suggest this was perkaps in a smzll bag, some form of amulet

attached to the necklace.

Appendix. Fiore ideutifications

Hiw.fppleyard, r.1.1.

nasperion, samples 240 (urave £,1303/2), 302 (urave 24,1230/4).
Yhese samples are both alike; trere &re a lot of deposits, they are
very friable, and have litile surface structure, but their general

appearance is that of wool.
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Wasgerton T=xtile Catalogue

Note:r The abbreviation "rsplacad" is usad for "fibres replaced by metal oxides". Spinning direction of yarns is indicated by the
1etters S and Z, the probable warp threoad being placed first. Overall measurements of bast fragments are given in cms, and weave
counts.ln thraads per 1 cm, e¥capt where otharwiss stated. Letters (a,b,c) indicate probable different weaves present in s grave.

Grave BSex  S.F.no. Chinct Tosition con objact Kazgurement Fibre Spin  Weave Count Comments
8 F(I) 1303/2 Ae disc brooch back,zcross pin. c.3.5 X 2.5  wool Z/2  2/2 twill 12-14/12, even spin and weave,

(240 (6-7/6 on ?skin replaced above
o - , . 5 wm) textile

F 130L/6 Fe buckle and allover top arsza  L.c.18.0 cm, wmaplaced Z/2 2/2 twill est.6/6 -end traces top of
{250) . fitting (clser 5 X 5 mm) _ on 5 mm  buckle

on Thern undernsath ¢.2 X2 reglacnd - - - Yatrap, lesther

F 1257/26 F: buckls haclkyand on ring 1.2 X 1.2 replaced 2/% talbby - and scrap leather helt

(270} 1257/27 buckls plats 4op,and detached 2.5 X 2.0 replaced %/7Z  tabhy ¢.18-20/14 1" folded round Twissing pin

(9-10/7 5 mm} very, even rounded yarns;
traces coarser thraads

F 1&&1/1 Smell-long hack of pin c.2.0 X 1.5 raplaced Z  thrzads L.c.2.5 oo dateriorated taxtile,
(272) Yreoch zttachment ‘ hidden by coarse loosely
spun thr=ads round rivet
_____ - _ 7Tgawn on
22 Ll 1223/10, Fe buckle, nnder ring, tongue 2.0 X 2.5, reclacsd Z/Z 2/2 twill c. 19/12 gven gpin, rsgular weave,
(289) 11 Ae plate 2.5 X 1.2 (5/6 5 mm) folding over, i,e,gar—
e e on fop_ mWlJ5 X100 o wment; pupae Teplaced:
23 b 1221/7 Fe buckle with over surfescs - raplaced %/? - - . taxtile damaged surface
(29L—2) : plate, wood ot plate, stud - raplacad - twill - tiny area; scrap leather
_ e _ e ____belt
24 AR 1230/,  Groat square- ‘“ack,yin-catch .6 £ 5.0 (a) wool,zud 4/% 2/2 twill eo. 19—1L/ sven spin, regular weave
(302) head broech grol-raplaced 12-14
sheve (a) L.3.5 cm (b) replaced Z/? tablat, 2 twists 1.5 mm rather coarse twists
: _ 4=-hole =2fts 4 5 om 3 clear, wider area
. L ' L ) . o e _damaged
39 ITF 1267/7 Small-long crund pin aftach-  L.5 om (a) Trnlﬂcﬂd Z/Splv tpalot 3 twists,2.5mm twists 15,1Z,183wefts
(385) cruciform brocch mant, L=hcls wafts 5 5 mm coarse ends cut?
dotached lump L.9 mm (b) replaced Z/Z2 tubular 6 wefts(9mm) no main weave; tube

width 3=3.5 mm sclvadge 9-11 warps.




- Grave

Object’

Waspsrton. Catalogus.2

Sex S.F.No. Pogition on ohject leasurement  Fibre Spin Haave Count Comments
%) P 1324/1 Great square~ on Ae, lower back,snd 1.5 X 1.1‘?(aﬁﬁ5p1aced 7/ 2 ?tabby - fine, broken threads on top
(377) . head brooch back, larger areas 4.0 X 3.0, {b)replaced %/Z 2/2 twill, 10-11/ skinned over, probably
R ' © 5.0 X 3.0 : _ raversas &-10 broiken diamond; fragments
1324/2  Small long  badk,pin attachment 1.0 X C.7 (b)replaced 2%/2  2/2 twill, (12/10~—11)as ‘above
; | brooch 6 on Smm
underusath (b) back 1.0 X 1.5 (a)repleced 2/2  Ttabhy (0.19518 surface not clear enpugh
‘ ' 2=1C/9 5 mm
U.S. Small long bark, =nd of pin - ?(b)replaced Z/% ?5will - damaged
brocch _— e _— _
x7 F 13&3/3 - Pe buckle 21l over broken vpiecaes c.l.2 £ 1.2, raplaced Z/Z 2/2 twill ¢.12/10  deteriorated
(384) T 11 T - e $8/5 on 5 _mm) -
50 4P 1268/1 Great square on iz rivet, pin - replacad  Z/% - - skinned over, weave fine
(387) head brooch etfachment o e . threads, no* clear
55 AN 1421/17 Ae belt buckla umilernzath, on plate ©.1.0 X 0.9 raylaced %/Z 2/2 twill - medium grade, damaged
{19) oo._.endloose soreps sarface
{59 )F 2303/1  Disc brooch pin attachment - roplaced  2/% twill -~ small area, dsteriorated
200L e _ e o o
77 P - 2406/11, Ae scraps, two in carth round L.2.8 cm, roplaced 22 2/2 twill ¢.5/6 on unaven spinning
{(1081) 16 gilded saucer fregments 7idth 1.5 tohular szlvadge 5 mmo selvedge, Tine even
broochses warps, 9-10, l1.=2.c.19 ir
: o tube, L5 mm wide frlde
8o F 2410/8  Fg& buckle fragment ’und=“naafh 0.3.0 X 2.5 replaced A/é tabhy, 24-26/11-12 skinned one side; very
(1085) ' ?etriped round even thread, ?
worsted, fclds or layers
Tgtripes of 2 thicker,
'l finer thread
88 F  3125/21 Ae disc brooeh undernsath , with 0.2.5 X 2.5 (a)replaced 2/2  2/2 twill, c.14/12-1L in four folds, curling
(1531) frass ' hroken diamond(?/( -7 on pinned, damaged
' or chavron 5 mm) : ' '
vnder {z) on wmeial c.l.h X 1.0 (b)replaced Z/% ?tabhy  est. 10/10 damaged surface, curled
- round, possibly tubular
selvedge
: 27/20 g disc Bbrooc on hack - raulaced 2/ - - eteriprated, sma area,
89 F 3127 A brooch ? a ted 11
(1533) . o e fing o
102 3211/7 Fe buckle all over undergide, 1.0 X 0.7, =rsplaced Z/Z 2/2 twill Co 12/11 only c¢cleer on sorap
(1556I datached scrap 1.1 X 1.1 (o/w-6 on 5 mm) .




Grave

Sex S.F.No.

flasnariton. Catalogue.3

0.5 X 0.5

x0/6 on 5 m@)

Object Position on ohject Measuremsnt Fibrs Spin Heavs Count Comments
111 F 3247/22  Cruciform  back of hozd ¢.3.0 X 2.0 (a)replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill c.9/5~6 coarse, loose weave
(1575) brooch : pulled on bias
. , zerosa (a) round front -~ - (b)replaced Z,Zply threads, - possibly tying or sswing
' of arms Tolait Jbreoch on
- - ‘32&7/23 Smalllong on pinhead - ?(a)replacad Z/Z 2/2 twill - lump, coarss thraads
. brooch
?Fe ring {(with 23) all over L4 X 1.0 (c)reglaced Z/Z 2/2 twill, 12/12, qVen spin and weave, S
?hroken (6/6 on 5mm) threads 7sewing; wound
perre T PR PRy Yy, e 3 e ddpmond . round ring,double fold
.11, F 3305/7 Fe buckle back and front - (a)replaced 2y 5 - in folds,surface damaged
(1579) .3305/18 _ Saucer brooch, back, over and under 1.7 X 1.5(b)raplaced %/Z tabhy 11~12/0—10 fine thr-ads, in folds
gilt pin attachmant on 5 mm )
3305/19  Saucer brooch, across pin, and all 2.5 X 1.2 (b)replaced  2/2 tahby 24-26/18-19 fine variable yarn(?flax)
pair pvers one clear area (12-13 on 5mm)
Yeneath pin 1.3 X 0.4 (c)replaced 2/? %tablet, wefts 5 5Smm fine *hresds, lie of
patternad twists suggests Throken
The ‘ e o L o I twill pattern R
-115 F 3266/? Fe buckle, undﬁrnpsUh, on plate 2.0 X 2.0 replacad Z/Z ?2/2 twill . 1o~11/io surface not clearjscraps
{1582) wood and hone ~ . . . oather on plate
116 F 3276/22  Cruciform small pin-head, along £.2.0 X 1.5 replaced 2/2 2/2 twil” T count impossible; some
(1588) long brooch back, =znd detached coarse thrsads from
» . ancther weavae?
126 I?F 3317/3 Ae and Fe strap on Fe area,scraps 0.6 X 0.5, revlaced  4/4  2/2 twill c.l12/12 demaged surface, some
- end 1.0 X 0.4 (6/6 on Smm) coarse threadssleather
S —— —— - . e hetreen Ae frEETSEEﬁu__
145 3&31/1?b Ae gquare head undernsath, nzar 2,1 X 1.5 raplacad Z/& ?2/2 twill - surface skin coverings
(3062) brooch (swall) TFa pin e N coarse threads pin-head
15 F 3484/18 (Ae saucer brecch) on Fe and wood - replacad - ~ - leather; ?hones; no
Fatached o o clzar textile
161 M 3552/8  Fe bucklae, de back of plate 3.2 X 4.0 {a)replzced 2/2 2/1 twill c.22-24/18-20 (fig. ) fine weave,
{3098) ° plate and loose (?rinbad) varns uneven ?siripes,
colour or texture; lines
reverse, rib or mistake.
, , ?sewing threads near adge
otior side of plate 1.4 X l.Ly\b)replaced Qfﬁ 2/2 twill c.12/12 even spin and waave

e i e S A S e g o e e e
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i:.sparton. Catalogue. L

PR

:iGrave Sex S;F.No. Object Position on object ll~agurement Fibre Suin Weave Count Comments

;; 167 F  3616/23 Small long back of pin-head c.3.0 X 1.5  replaced 2/Z2  2/2 twill c.14/1k, deteriorated surface
(3107) . brooch , gl (7/7 on 5 wm) |
Pae, - 3616/22 Small long 1lump, on head of 2.5 X 2.4 replaced Z/Z 2/2 twill - curved folds from ping

) ! brooch brooch probably same as on /23
gy 3616/10 Clasp ends, area on clasp, 0s2.0 X 2.7 replaced 2/2  ?2/2 twill - surface damageds

L e "+ ;- Fe buckle plete ' leather on Fe .
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Wesperton:: Fig 1. Three-shed twill, with one throw reverse.&arrowed)
a second similar reverse occurs 12 throws below

{Grave 161, 3542/8)
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Fig.2. Qubular selvedge on twill gurave-YY);
: the diagram shows ‘the pamsage of the weft
vefore pulled intc the tube



