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AML r e p o r t s  a r e  i n t e r i m  r e p o r t s  w h i c h  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  s p e c i a l i s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  f u l l  p u b l i c a t i o n  
T h e y  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  e x t e r n a l  r e f e r e e i n g  a n d  t h e i r  c o n c l u s i o n s  
may s o m e t i m e s  h a v e  t o  b e  m o d i f i e d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t ime 
o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  R e a d e r s  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  a s k e d  t o  c o n s u l t  
t h e  a u t h o r  b e f o r e  c i t i n g  t h e  r e p o r t  i n  a n y  p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  t o  
c o n s u l t  t h e  f i n a l  e x c a v a t i o n  r e p o r t  w h e n  a v a i l a b l e .  

o p i n i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  AML r e p o r t s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  
a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c  B u i l d i n g s  a n d  M o n u m e n t s  
C o m , m i s s i o n  f o r  E n g l a n d .  
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S u m m a r y  

T h i n  s e c t i o n i n g  was c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  a Roman t i l e  s t a m p e d  
LEG I1 AVG i n  o r d e r  t o  c h a r a c t e r i s e  t h e  f a b r i c  a n d  see  
i f  i t  i n d i c a t e d  a l o c a l  o r i g i n .  T h e  i n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  
o f  a common n a t u r e  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p i n - p o i n t  t o  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  s o u r c e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  a c o m p a r i s o n  w a s  
m a d e  w i t h  b r i c k  a n d  t i l e  ( u n s t a r n p e d )  f r o m  C a e r l e o n ,  
w h e r e  i d e n t i c a l  s t a m p s  a r e  k n o w n .  T e x t u r a l l y ,  t h e  
C a e r l e o n  m a t e r i a l  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  S e a t o n  t i l e .  

A u t h o r ' s  a d d r e s s  :- 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h a e o l o g y  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S o u t h a m p t o n  
H i g h f i e l d  
S o u t h a m p t o n  
SO9 5 N H  

I @  H i s t o r i c  B u i l d i n g s  a n d  M o n u m e n t s  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  E n g l a n d  
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A smal l  sample o f  a  t h i r d  c en tu ry  A.D.  t i l e  stamped LEG I1 AVG from Sea ton, 

Devon, was submit ted f o r  a  d e t a i l e d  f a b r i c  a n a l y s i s  by t h in  s e c t i o n i n g  and 

s tudy under  the pe t r o  l o g i c a l  microscope. I n  the  hand-specimen the  t i l e  i s  hard,  

rough and sandy, weak red  to  l i g h t  red  i n  co lou r  ( b e  tween Munsell 10R 4/2 and 

6/9). I n  t h i n  s e c t i o n  t he  n o n - p l a s t i c  i n c l u s i o n s  i n  the  f a b r i c  c o n s i s t  of  a  

groundmass o f  f r equen t  we l l - so r  ted q u a r t z  g r a i n s ,  average  s i z e  up t o  0. l O m m ,  

wi th  a  s c a t t e r  o f  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  g r a i n s  i n  the  s i z e - r ange  0.20-. 30mm, many 

smal l  f l e c k s  o f  mica, most ly  muscovite i n  composi t ion ,  and some i r o n  o r e ,  s e t  

i n  an o p t i c a l l y  a n i s o t r o p i c  c l a y  matr ix .  

The range of i n c l u s i o n s  noted i n  the  Sea ton t i l e  a r e  commonly encountered i n  

Roman p o t t e r y  and t i l e ,  and i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to s a y  wi th  any conf idence  i f  i t  

was produced and stamped l o c a l l y  o r  imported from o u t s i d e  the  f i n d - s i  t e  a r ea .  

I d e n t i c a l  stamps of  the  Second Legion a r e  known from Caerleon, and w i th  t h i s  

i n  mind f o u r  samples o f  b r i c k  and t i l e  (unstamped) from Caer leon thought to have 

been l o c a l l y  made ( F a b r i c s  A,  0, C and D ) ,  were submit ted f o r  comparison of  the 

f a b r i c  w i t h  t h a t  o f  the Sea ton Stamped t i l e .  Under the  microscope the  fou r  

samples from Caerleon appear  reasonably  s i m i l a r .  A l l  have a f a i r l y  c l e a n  c l a y  

ma t r i x  c o n t a i n i n g  subangula r  q u a r t z  g r a i n s  rang ing  u p  to 1.50mm i n  s i z e ,  some 

metaquar tz i  te,  c h e r t ,  a  few f l e c k s  o f  mica and i r o n  ore .  Fabr ics  E and F a r e  

s l i g h t l y  more sandy than the  o t h e r  two samples. 



On t h i s  evidence,  the Sea ton stamped t i l e  i s  t e x t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from the 

Caerleon material ,  sugges t ing that i t was n o t  made a t  the same produc t ion 

centre .  If  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  i t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  to s e e  how a sample from 

a LEG I1 AVG stamped t i l e  from Caerleon compares with both s e t s  o f  analyses .  


