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Summary 

Identification of some bodysherds of the southern 
Spanish olive-oil amphora Dressel 20. 
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Sec t ion A (4) One Dressel 20 bodysherd 

Section A Ditch A unstra tifi ed Two Dressel 20 bodysherds 

Th is is the mos t common amphorae type impo r ted into Roman Br itain (s e e Williams 

and Peacock, 198 3) . Dre s se l 20 were made in t he sou thern Spanis h p ro vinc e of 

Bae ti ca, along the banks of the River Guadalq uivir and its tr i bu ta r i es be twe en 

Se vil le and Cordoba, and were used to transpor t vast quantities of o li ve-oi l , 

f or whi c h the reg ion was famous in antiquity and still is today (Ponsic h, 1974; 

1979). This form of amphora has a long date-range and it is diff i c ult to be 

pr ec ise a bou t dating the three featureless bodysherds from Combley. Dress e l 20 

s ta rted to a r r ive in Britain during the late pre-Roman I ron Age and continue d 

be ing impor t e d t o the province un ti 1 a t leas t the la te thi r d c en tury A. D. ( Wi lliams 

and Peacock , 1983 ) . 
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