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Summary 

Text i l e f ra gments f ro m a 13th century bu ria l in th e 
sou t h aisle of the churc h included many broke n-u p p ie c es 
of a ta blet-woven braid wi th remains of si lver-g il t 
br ocadi ng , pro bably the d e co ration of an e c c l es iast i cal 
v es tme n t. Te ch n ique and pattern are typi ca l o f goo d 
med ieval ex amp l es , bu t ex ce pt i ona lly fine. 
See also Re port No. 4 6 /8 8 . 
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Tex t iles 

~lisabeth Crowf oot 

( ~e tal analysi s, Justine Bayl ey. Fibres: H.M. Appley ar d . 
D,y e tes ting: Penelope Wa l ton. ) 

'l'he t ext i le remains from the 13th cent ury grave in the SQuth 

a i sl e probab l y come f rom a vestment s uch as a chasubl e, the gold­

brocaded tablet-braid (T/l ) f rom the borders, the tiny fragments of 

tabby weave adhering ('1'/2 ) a lining or backing to the braid, and the 

even smaller remains that may be from a compound Bi lk Vl'/3) perhaps 

the patt erned fabri o of the vestment. 

'llhe braid, which survived in many brit tle and broken fr agments, 

was originally very go od quality, exceptionally f ine, wi th an int ricate 

patt ern which could be rec overed in some areas (fig. l ) . The fibre 

of the we ave is to o deteriorated f or identification, but i ts appearance 

sU66ests i t must be silk. the brocadin6 tnreads ar e 's pun-gold', i.e. 

formed by a strip cut from a very thinly beat en-out s heet of metal 

wound by han - spindle round a fine thread co r e. Produc t i on of this 

type of deco rative thread has been a skilled man' s job from the Ro man 

period down to the present day in the Middle ~ast (Wild 197 U.39-40). 

The gold is n ever pure, but the proportion of other met als presen t 

increas es from the 9th century onward, and the decay wld disappear an ce 

of muc h of the metal in later weaves and embroideries i6 l arge ly due 

to this adulteration. Most of the metal has f laked off the t hreads 

in the Gisborough braid; what remains a ppedxs bright gold, and is 

classified as 'silver-gilt '. 

'l'ablet-weaving, a favourite technique for braids, belts and girths , 

produces a very strong fabric, but the constructi on allows the use of 

very fine warp threads, silk, flax or wooi; brocaded decorat ion i6 

inserted by hand durine; the weaving. The earli est examples of this 

t echnique in lligland are f r om Anolo-Saxon cemeteries, 6th-7th century , 

using fl at tened gold st r i p instead of spun-gold (Crowfoot & Hawkes 

1967 .42-53); wooll en br a i ds brocaded with gold and silver wire f rom 

t he Viking graves at Birka, Sw eden (Geijer 1938,02-03 ) are poss i bly 

imports fro m the Near ~ast. Many of the later English and continental 

examples come from ecclesiastical burials - the 10th centur y braids 

on the s t ole and manipl e , and some later fragments, all gift s to the 

tomb of ::it.Cuthbert at Durham lCrowfoot G.M.. 1956 . 43 3f f , 446-447 ), the 

12th c en tury 'William Rufus' tomb at Winchester , pro bably t hat of 

Henry of Bloi s ld. 1171) (~rowf o ot ~. Winchester 5tudi es 1, in preparat i on), 

and that of ~alt er de Cantilupe at Wo rcest er (Crowfoot G.M.o p.cit .451), 
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and braids from the burial of Roger II, Abbot of it.Augustine's 

Canterbury 1252-1272, which decorated the borders of a chasuble of 

fine white wool twill. In most of these the patterns exploit the 

diagonal lines natural to the weave, swastikas, Xes, diamonds, frets 

and straps. 

The Gisborough braid is one of the finest - 123 tablet twists in 

a width of just over 3 em, compared with 39 on nearly 2 em on Abbot 

Roger's widest braid. The pattern has been reconstructed , the 

centre area from two full-width pieces, with the corners filled in 

from a pattern present on a number of the smaller scraps. At this 

period, when these braids are a high-grade professional product, the 

same pattern probably continued throughout the whole length of woven 

braid, though with a pattern like this the repeating unit may have 

been larger than the piece recovered (fig.l). 

Catalogue 

Tjl. Braid (A.M.Lab.no.8650706). 
Many fragments, two only with complete width preserved, 3.0 - 3.2 
ems, (a) 1.3.3 em, (b) 2.6 em. Edge fragments surviving represent 
at least 25-30 ems of braid, 
Fibre, too degraded for any details to be recognised, but 
appearamce indicates silk. Spinning, warp ?S, weft fine Sply, 
brocading weft, core almost unspun, strip silver-gilt, 2 turns 
per 1 mm. ~hreads are now dark brown, occasionally redder, and 
greyish at the borders, but no dye was present; colour ?due to 
pollution, i.e. ~robably originally white .or yellow natural silk. 
Weave, regular tablet-weave, 4-hole tablets threaded right and 
left in 'chevrons', twists c.36-40 and wefts and brocading wefts 
38-40 per 1 em. Edges (15 twists each) 8 greyish, ?finer, 
undecorated, plain gold stripe over 5 1 2 ; centre, brocaded 
pattern on 93 tablets. Brocading weft inserted under one or two 
threads of the twist, occasionally under the whole twist, visible 
as a gold dot on the back of the weave; apart from this, gold 
only passes to the back as a line under the two twists before 
the pattern, and visible round the weft returning after the stripe. 
One small fragment,(c) L.c.1.7 em, shows the typical reversal 
line, when the tablet warps become twisted, and are untwisted by 
turning the tablets in the opposite direction (Collingwood 1982. 
106-107). 
On piece (b) the twists can be seen on the back to have the 
inaccurate meeting produced by manipulating the tablets in two 
'packs' (Collingwood op.cit.l60-162), a variation found in some 
early braids (Crowfoot G.M.l951.28-30, Anglo-Saxon; 1952.202-204, 
medieval). ~his has no effect on the appearance of the brocading 
on front,and is used for the Walter de Cantilupe braid.Dr.Peter 
Collingwood suggests that perhaps the weaver began with the 
divided packs, and then changed to the lesB troublesome single 
pack- i.e. that (b) perhaps comes from the beginning of the weave. 
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'l'iny fragments from two textiles adhere to the underside of som2 of 
the small fragments of the braid T/1: 

T/3 

'l'wo scraps, c.2.2 X 1.0 and 1.0 X 0.7 em, in folds or layers, 
spin z both systems, threads very even, weave tabby, very close 
and regular, thread count per em 46-48/42-44(taken as 21-22 on 
5 mm). ?Silk or flax. 

Tiny fragments, lying under ~'/2, and traces on front of goli: 
threads, c.1.5 X 0.6, o.b X 0.6 em, very fine threads, pinkish, 
unspun, crosaing, surface obscured by loose unspun threads, 
possibly from patterned compound silk. 
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