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Summary 

Thin section examination showed the identification of a 
Roman arretine cup, rather than early samian, with a 
likely origin from Arre2o, Italy. 
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A small sherd from a cup of Arretine/Samian ware. This sherd was submitted 

for thin sectioning and study under the petrological microscope as part of 

a current programme of petrological analysis of arretine and early samian 

ware. An examina tion under the microscope showed tha t texturally the fabric 

of this. ~erd has much in common with arretine from Fishbourne previously 

chemically analyzed by Maurice Picon and attributed to the Arezzo production 

cen tre, and then subsequen tly thin sec tioned for compara ti ve purposes (Williams 

and Dannell, 1978). A similar origin seems likely for this Fishbourne cup. 
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