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Summary

Petrological examination of this vessel and comparison
with the main samian production centres during the first
and early second centuries A.D. failed to achieve a good
enough match to attribute it to a particular centre.
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Part of the side wall of the samian form Drag. 33, with a single groove half-
way down the outer surface., This sherd was submitted for thin sectioning and
study under the petrological microscope as part of a current programme of
petrological analysis of arretine and samian ware, An eXamination under the
microscope shows a fairly fine-textured clay matrix containing subangular
quartz grains under 0.10mm in size together with flecks of muscovite mica.

A comparison of the range and texture of the non-plastic inclusions in the
fabric of the samian sherd from Theological College with material attributable
to the main terra sigillata production centres that operated during the first
and early second centuries A.D, failed to achieve a good match (Williams,
19783 plus additional material currently being studied). It may be that this
vesse! was made at one of the smaller branches of the samian industry or

was produced later in the second century A.D.
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