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Introduction

No complete amphora was found during the 1985-6 excavations, but a large

number of rims, handles and spikes were recovered, together with many featureless
bodysherds: over 950 sherds in all. The amphorae sherds as a whole were
classified by fabric and form., The classification of types is based on Dressel
(1899), Pascual (1962), the Camulodunum series (Hawkes and Hull, 1947), Pélichet
(1946), Laubenheimer (1985) and Peacock and Williams (1986), supplemented by
descriptive terms suggested by Peacock (1971; 1977a) and in common usage

(Peacock and Williams, 1986). The commonest amphorae form present is the southern
Spanish olive-0il vessel Dressel 20, with lesser amounts of Dressel 2-4,

Dressel 1 - Pascual 1, Pélichet 47, Camulodunum 185A, Peacock and Williams

Class 59, Camulodunum 1864, Camulodunum 186C, Dressel 7-11, southern Spanish,
Rhodian style, pseudo-Koan and a small number of unassigned sherds. Brief notes

on the origins and chronological span of the amphorae are given below.



Numbers of Individual Sherds for each Amphorae Type:

Dressel 20 493
Dressel 2-4 93
Dressel 1 - Pascual 1 2
Pélichet 47 _ 105
Camulodunum 185A 36
Peacock & Williams Class 59 i1
Camulodunum 186A 7
Camulodunum 186C 2
Camulodunum 186sp | 82
Dressel 7-11 4
Southern Spanish 53
Rhodian style 13
Pseudo~Koan 8
Unassigned 51

960



Dressel 20

Rims: Ditch B1{d), B410, C9, D5(3), Ci7, D506A, D1002(3), D1005, D1021, B1033(2),
Di067, Dili4, Dii27C, D1197, E15A, E16(2), E50(2), ES0B, E93, E92, EL140(2),
F3.
Handles: C9(2), A8, b5(2), D501, C20, D506A(4), 516B, D513, D1002(4), D1002(2),
D1008(3), D1045, D1034A(2), D555, D1075, D1021, D1127B, E2(2)}, EZO/E27.
E50(3), E137, E75A, E79, E93(4), El44, E197, E253, F3, F2(3), F34, D1131.
Warts: E2.
Bodysherds: A5, Diteh B1(d), C6(3), CB8(5). C9{8), D1(3), D5(1i1), D301(3), C19,
Ph C1, ph C21(2), Cc13(2), c21, ci7(2), C18(2), C11, D506A(38),
D520, D554(4), D516B(2), D531A(2), D1002(25), D1002(30), D1016(3)},
pl006(2)01017, DI008(4), D1021(4), DI1034A(2), DL0O34B(5). DIL034F(2),
D1034D(3), T1034C(4), D1034A(4), DL028, DI1032, D1033(7), 1034B(2),
D1075(2), T1046, D111l, D1110(4), D1100{3), 1097{2), D1081, DI09A(5),
D1094, D1008(16), DI1130(5), 1127B(3), D1127A(2), D1198(3), DL181,
p1203(11y, DI197(10), E2(3), E15A(9), E15B, E25/26B, E 34 Fill B,
E34A(2), E33, E20/27(5), Tlé, E30(9), E34, E167(3), EL37, ES38{2),
E75A(4), E75B(5), E77(4), E79(8), E93(4), E104, E81(4), E106/E128(5),
E141(3), E122(4), E139(2), E129/126(2), E116(7), E152(3), El44,
E197, E210, E255(2), F3, F31(10), F5(8), F6, F37/41R(4), F34(15),

F48, H3(5).

This is the most common amphora form imported into Roman Britain, and was already
present in some numbers during the late Iron Age (Williams and Peacock, 1983).
Dressel 20 amphorae were made along the banks of the River Guadalquivir and

its tributaries between Seville and Cordoba in the southern Spanish province

of Baetica, where they were used for the long-distance transportation of olive-

0il (Ponsich, 1974; 1979). This type of amphora has a wide date-range, from



the Augustan prototype (Oberaden 83) with a fairly upright rim, a short spike
and less of a squat bulbous body than the later form, to the well-known
globular vessel which, with some typological variation was in use up to at
least the late third century A.D. (Peacock and Williams, 1986, Classes 24 and
25). Rim forms of the earlier Oberaden 83 type are known from pre-Roman levels
at Prae Wood, Gatesbury Track and Silchester, so that importation of Baetican
olive-oil into Britain may have begun as early as the last decade of the first
century B.C. At Fishbourne the earliest Dressel 20 rim is dated elsewhere to
the Tiberian period (fig. 1), with the majority of other rim forms falling
in the date-range second half of the first century A.D. - early second century
A.D. All the Dressel 20 rims from Fishbourne can be paralleled with examples
from Augst illustrated by Martin-Kilcher (1983) in her scheme for the developement

of the Dressel 20 rim:

D1002 Dated at Augst to the Tiberian period (ibid., no. 3)
El6, F3 " " mid 1st century A.D. (ibid., no. 8)
D1197 " " " " (ibid., no. 9)
B410, D1021, E16, E£50B " " " " (igig:, no. 12)
Ditch B1(d) " " " " (ibid., no. 6)
D5(2), ¢17, D1006, D1033, E15A " " A.D. 55-75 (ibid., no. 15)

Cc9, D1002, D1033, D1067, Diil4,
D1127¢C " "  later 1st century A.D. - early 2nd

century (ibid., mo. 17)

E92 " W " " (ibid., no. 20)
E93 " wooow " " (ibid., no. 21).
E50 " oo W " (ibid., no. 23)
D506A " " “first half of 2nd century A.D.

{ibid., nos. 24/25)
D5, D1002, E140(2) " " mid 2nd century A.D. (ibid., no. 27)

E50 " " " " (ibid., no. 29)



Fifty~one handles or part handles were recovered, which included one partial

stamp which may be Q.Cﬂi.ﬁzﬁ.SI (fig. 23 Callender, 1965, no. 1427, dated A.D.

90-140 7). Also present was a basal wort (E2) and a bodysherd that had been

deliberately 'rounded' (AS5).

Dressel 2-4

Rims: A8, D1127B, D1097, E33, Ell6, E34, F2(2).
Handles: C11, D506A, D1002, D1008, D1096, D1127C(2), E15A(2), E75A, E79, E140,
F34, E197, C9, D1002, C18.
Spikes: Di1008, E50, EL140, F33.
Bodysherds: A5, Di, DS(Z), p506A, D1127¢(12), E15B, E50(7)}, E76(2), E79(12},
ElQO,.EZSS, E92, E191(2), ¥5(3), D1034A(2), D1033, B22, D1, DﬁOGA(?),

pio21, Di1il1l, E34 fill G, E50, F31, E106/E128(3), E75A, E188A/E187.

This form of amphora has a simple rounded rim, long bifid handles formed from two
rods and a solid, slightly flared or knobbed spike (figs. 3-9). D;essel 2-4 amphorae
a;glghe direct successors on Italian kiln sites to Dressel 1B amphorae and
occqr_@n a wide range of fabrics, dating from the latter ha}f of the first

century B.C. to the mid second century A.D. (Peacock, 1977b; Zevi, 1966). However,
in addition to Italy this form was produced elsewhere in considerable quantity,

mostly but not excluseively in the western Mediterranean region. Tituli picti

suggest that the main content carried was wine, although on occasion other
commodi ties such as dates, fish sauces and even olive-oil could be carried (Zevi,

1966; Sealey, 1735; Peacock and Williams, 1986, Class 10).



Included in the material listed above is a rim (F2, fig.10) and twoe bodysherds
(E75A, E188A/E187) in a dark red to reddish-brown fabric containing conspicuous
inclusions of felspar with some granite fragments. It is probable that this
vessel represents the Catalonian form of the Dressel 2-4 amphora (ibid.). Also
at Fishbourne is a rim (72, fig.11) and a number of handles and bodysherds

(C9, Dp100O2, C18, B22, D1, DS0AA(2), D1021, T1111, E34 fili G, E50, F31, E106/
128(3)) in a distinctive 'black sand' fabric - caused by the inclusion i1 the
clay of frequent dark-coloured grains of augite. This particular faric is
generally thought to indicate an origin in the area around Pompeii and
Herculaneum (ibid.). The remainder of the Dressel 2-4 material appears to

be made up of a majority of Italian fabrics.

Dressel 1 - Pascual 1

Handles: E140, F31.

One small handle (E140, fig. 12) and part of a handle stump of the amphora

form Dressel 1 - Pascual 1, This form is characteristic of the Catalonia

region of Spaim, particularly the area around Barcelona, and probably carried
wine (Pascual, 1977; Keay and Jones, 1982}, It was made from the late Republican
period to A.D. 79 at Pompeil (Tchérnia, 1971), although the majority of dateatle
finds from rorth western FEurope are generally Augustan in date (Williams, 1981;
1988; Galliou, 1984). The two sherds from Fishbourne are in my Fabric 1

(see Williams, 1981)., It is possible that the two bodyshewrds from the Catalan

amphcra above may in fact belong to this form rather than Dressel 2-4.

In Britain, sherds of Dressel 1 - Pascual 1 are usually found on late Iron Age
pre-Roman sites, and the distribution tends to be concentrated in the central
southern area(Williams, 1988). Recent finds of this form have come from nearby

Chichester (Theological College).



Pélichet 47/Gauloise &

Rims: C9(3), C26, D1021, D1094, E50(2), ¥2(2), F39, E154, C8.

Handles: D1, D5, D1034B, D1094(2), E93, F2.

Bases: D506A(2), F50A.

Bodysherds: C26(17), C18(3), F6(4), D1034D(2), D1094(7), ES50, F50A(18), F39(18),

H5, D506A(11).

This is a flat-bottomed wine amphora type predominantly made in southern France,

more particularly around the mouth of the Rhone in Languedoc, where a growing

number of kilns have been discovered in recent years (Laubenheimer, 1985; figs. 13,14).
This form'was produced for many years, from about the middle of the first

century A.D. to at least the early fourth century A.D. (Panella, 1973; Lzubenheimer,
1985), In Britain, Pelichet 47 does not appear to be present in pre-Boudiccan

levels (Peacock, 1978); with the main concentration of finds appearing to come

from second century contexts.

Camulodunum 1854

Rims: D1196, D1005, D1075, D1002(2)
Handles: C19, D1002, 1034B, E50, E129/E126(2), W/M u/s, E140.
Spikes: D1002, D1064, E u/s.

Bodysherds: €19, D1002(9), 10348, D1075(2), E2, E23(3), E140, D506A, E125.

This form has its origin in Béefica, Southern Spain (Tchernia, 1980), the
similarity in fabric with the more common Dressel ZQ suggesting a source in

the region of the River Guadalquivir (Peacock, 1971; figs, 15-18)., Amphorae of
Camulodunum 185A form (Haltern 70) recovered from the Port Vendres II shipwreck
carry inscriptions describing the contents as defrutum, a sweet liquid obtained

by boiling down the must (Colls et al, 1977; Farker and Price, 1981).



For a more recent discussion of the contents end interpretation of defrutum
as belonging to the vins cuits, see van der Werff (1984). However, fish-

sauce also appears to have been carried in this form, a recent titulus pictus

from London reads mur(ia) (Rodriquez-Almeida, 1981). The date~range for
Camulodunum 185A is from about thke mid first century A.D. to around the mid

first century A.D. (Colls et al, 1977; Tchernia, 1980).

Peacock ard Williams Class 59

Rim: D531A.

Bodysherds: D5314(10).

A rim (fig. 19) and some bodysherds of a spindle-shaped amphora of first to
early second century A.D. date and a fabric which has some similarities with
the Baetican forms Dressel 20 and Camulodunum 18%A, suggesting that this may
alsc have been the region of origin for this type to. An example of this form
from Fhe Thames Estuary contained olives in defrutum (Sealey, 1935). This‘class

of amphora is already known from Fishbourne (Cunliffe, 1971, Fig. 100, no. 148.8).
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Camulodunum 186A

Rims: D1, F2, D1127C, Eu/s, E50, p1008, D5(fig. 20).

This amphora form was made along the scuthern Spanish ceoast, tituli picti

found on these vessels suggest that fish-based products such as the sauces

garum, ligquamen and muria were carried, as well as the salted fish themselves

(Zevi, 1966; Beltrén, 1970; Peacock, 1974). Camulodunum 186A was made from the
late first cemtury B.C., to the early second century A.D. and was widely

distributed in the western Roman Empire.

Camulodunum 186C

Rims: D1021, E258.(fig. 21).

A similar amphora form to Camulodunum 186A only with a broader neck and hooked
rim, while the latter © displays a bell mouth and a thickened short rim
with a concave outer face. Made in the same region as Camulodunum 186A and
carried much the same goods, although appearing at a slightly later date,

from about the Flavian period or shortly before to the early second century

A.D. (Beltrin, 1970; Panella, 1973).

STy



-10-

Camulodunum 186sp

Handles: D306A (fig. 23),- D1100, D1197, E75A (fig. 23).

Hollow spikes: E75A (fig, 24), D1008.
Bodysherds: D5(2), €13, D506A(2), D516A(2), D513(6), D1002(2), D1021(4),
D1040, D1034A(2), 1034B, D1097, Di1081, D1008(9), Di127C, E50(13),

Eu/s(4), E15A(4), E75(2), E79(11), E117(4), E140, F31, F34.

Due to the similarities of form and fabric in the Camulodunum 186A and B
varieties, it is not possible to say whether the above sherds belong to

one form rather than the other.

Dressel 7-11

Rims: F2,

Handles: F5, E139, D100Z2.

A rim (F2, fig, 25A) and three handles, probably from a Dressel 7-11 amphorae
form (Peacock and Williams, Class 16). This type probably derives from the coastal
regions of southern Spain and carried fish-based products, from the late first

century B.C. into the first century A.D. (Beltrdn, 1970; Peacock, 1974).
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Southern Spanish

Rim: F19/51 (fig. 25B).
Bodysherds: C6, D5(3), D516B(2), D5314(2), DiC02(3), D1017, D1006, D1032,

D1033, D11274, L1203, D1198(4), E33, E23, E93, E214(2), E257,

F2, F37/41B(2), F19/51(20), E144(2).

This material probably derives from the coastal regions of southern Spain,
in particular between Cadiz and Malaga, The amphorae would have been used
to carry fish-based products from around the late first century B.C. to the

second century A.D. (Peacock, 1971; 1974).

Rhodian Style

Handles: D1094, E16, E140 (fig. 26), D1021, E93(fig. 27), E269, E7S5A(fig. 28).
Spikes: D506A, E197 (fig. 29) D1021, D1008.

Bodysherds: E197(2).

This form of amphora, with simple rounded tim, cylindrical neck joined to a
body that tapers to end in a solid spike and long single rod handles which
rise to a sharp peak, devellopad from late Hellenistic prototypes :by the late
first century B.C. and probably continued into the early second century A.D.
(Panella, 1973; Peacock and Williams, Class 9). The majority of the material
from Fishbourne seems to be in Peacock's Fabric 1 or 2 (1977a), which is
commonly found on early military sites in Britain and probably comes from
Rhodes itself, possibly by way of a tribute of wine imposed on the island by
Claudius. However, one of the rod handles examined in thin secticn under the
petrological microscope almost certainly belongs to Peacock's Fabric 3, the
origin of which is uncertain (E269,). Other British examples of this particular

fabric come from Colchester and Fishbourne (ibid.).
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Pseudo-Koan

Handle: D1197 (fig. 3g)-

Bodysherds: D1197(7).

Part of the top section of a bifid rim which rises to a peak (cf. Peacock and
Williams, 1986, Clasé 11), Little is known of this form, which seems to be
partly modelled on the Dressel 2-4/Koan type. An eastern Mediterranean source
seems likély, with a date-range from the first century A.D. to the second

century A.D. (ibid.).

Unassigned

Rims: F50A(2), F58(2).

Bodysherds: C6, D5(2), C11, D506A(3), D1034A(2), ESOB(Q), E754, E93, Flail,
E139(2}, E188A/E187(2), E197(8), El44, 273(3), F2(2), E246(4),

F31(3), F10, F48(2), E2(3).
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