
Ancient Monuments Laboratory 
Report 180/88 

ROMAN AMPHORAE FROM COUNTY HALL, 
DORCHESTER, DORSET. 

D F Williams PhD FSA 

AML reports are interim reports which make available the results 
of specialist investigations in advance of full publication 
They are not subject to external refereeing and their conclusions 
may sometimes have to be modified in the light of 
archaeological information that was not available at the time 
of the investigation. Readers are therefore asked to consult 
the author before citing the report in any publication and to 
consult the final excavation report when available. 

Opinions expressed in AML reports are those of the author and 
are not necessarily those of the Historic Buildings and Monuments 
Commission for England. 



Ancient Monuments Laboratory Report 180/88 

ROMAN AMPHORAE FROM COUNTY HALL, 
DORCHESTER, DORSET. 

D F Williams PhD FSA 

Summary 

Examination of some 144 amphorae sherds resulted in 
the identification of the following types; Dressel 20 1 

Dressel 2-4, Pelichet 47, North African and southern 
Spanish. The majority of sherds belonged to the 
Spanish olive. oil form Dressel 20 1 while there were 
proportionately fewer sherds of the southern French 

' wine amphora Pelichet 47 than at the other Dorchester 
sites of Greyhound Yard and Methodist Chapel (A.M.Lab 
report no 25/88). 
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Introduction 

The amphorae recovered from the County Hall site comprised 144 sherds which 

were classified by fabric and form. These were mostly bodysherds, scme of 

them quite sr1a ll, but included in the total are a few rims and handlEs. By 

far and away the most commcn type rep res en ted amongst this rna teria l is the 

southern Spanish globular olive-oil amphora Dressel 20. Four fragments of 

rim were found encompassing the period from just after the mid first century 

A.D. to the mid second century A.D. In addition, small numbers of sherds 

belonging to the forms Dressel 2-4, Pelichet 47, North African and southern 

Spanish are also present. TI1ere appears to be proportionately fewer sherds 

of the common sou them French wine··amphora Pe"liche t 4 7 at County Hall than 

are recorded in the amphorae seen by the writer at the other Dorchester sites 

of Greyhound Yard and Methodist Chapel (A.M. Lab. report no. 25/88), 
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Numbers of I:ldividual Sherds for each Amphorae Ty?e: 

Dressel 20 111 

Dressel 2-4 1 

Pelichet 47 17 

North African 2 

Sou thern Spanish 1 

Unassigned 12 

144 

Dressel 20 

This is the mas t co mmon ar1phora type im[.>or-.:ed in to aoman Bri tain . Dresfel 20 

amphorae were made along the banks of. the r,~ver Guadal'1uivir and its tributaries 

bet\-leen Seville and Cordoba in the southErn Spanish province of Baetica, where 

they were used for the lor..g-disLance transportation of olive-oil (Ponsich, 1974; 

1979). This typ e of ampllora has d wide do. te-range, frorr. the Augus tan perio.j up 

to a t least the late third centuLY A. D. (PEacock and Williams, Classes 24 and 

25) . The four r ims from County Hall can be paralleled with examples from Augst 

i llustrate d by 11artin-Kilcher (1983) in her scheme for the developement of the 

Dr~ss e l 20 rim : 

0332 Oa ted a t Aug s t A. D. 55-75 (ib i d . , no. 15) • 


0201 " " " la te Is t cen tury A. D. - early 2nd cen tury (ibid., no. 17). 


0139 " " " " " " " " " " (ibid., no. 20) . 


It II II0218 mid 2nd cen tury A. D. (ibi d ., no. 27) • 
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Three part-handles were noted (0139, 0343 and 0428). The latter contains a 

worn stamp in ansa which may read LFFC (or G). This stamp is no ted by Callender 

(1965, no. 853a) and is associated with Dressel 20 production sites in Baetica 

(Ponsich, 1982). 

Bodysherds: 0089, 0123, 0061, 0330, 0322, 0311(2), 0139(25), 0028(7), 0141, 

0203, 0122(3), 0204(7), 0201, 0332(2), 0152(6), 0140(2), 0002, 

0052(2), 0298(10), 0362, 0343, 0357(4), 0432, 0455, 0456, 0333(3), 

0378, 0552, 0522(5), 0389, 0334, 0423, 0479(7), 

Dressel 2-4 

A small bodysherd (0302) in the distinctive 'black sand' fabric which probably 

belongs to this form. This particular fabric is ge::terally thought to indicate 

an origin in the area around Pompeii and Ilerculaneum (Peacoc.k and ;Jillia01s, 1986, 

Class 10). This form usually held wine. 

P'lichet 47 I Gauloise 4 

This is a flat-bottomed wine amphora type predominantly made in southern France, 

more especially around the mouth of the Rhone in Languedoc, where a number of 

kilns are known (Laubenheimer, 1985). In Britain, P~lichet 47 does not appear to 

be present in pre-Boudiccan levels (Peacock, 1978). Production continues until at 

least the early fourth century A.D. (Laubenheimer, 1985). 

Handles: 0204, 0063, 0348. 

Bodysherds: 0098, 0311, 0222, 0298(4), 0378(2), 0552, 0522, 0387(2), 0479. 
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Nor th A f ric an 

1\.,0 smaLl hodysherds from a North African cylindrical amphora (0151) . In 

Bri tain th~se for:ns of amphorae occur as early as the mid second century 

A.D. (Tye rs, 1984), though the majority probably arrived during the third 

and fourth centuries A. D. (Peacock , 1977 ) . It is usual to associate these 

vessels wi th carrying olive - oil, though fish products may also have been 

transported to a les se r extent (Beltran, 1978; Keay, 1984). A rim of the 

Keay Type XXV dated to the last quarter of the third century A.D. to the 

middle of the fifth century was present at the nearby Greyhound Yard site 

( A. M. Lab . report no . 25/88 ) . 

Sou thern S~a nish 

A small. bodysherd fr 0:r. 3 southern S,?anish anJ;:-hora (()31l). This probably 

ca r ried fis h- basf>d produc ts and may ha ve .:;rri vcd .3 t the si te during the 

first or second century A.D . (Pea c 0ck , 1971; 1974). 

Ur,a ssi e n e d 

0093, 0330(2) , 0152, 0389 (sma ll handle ?flagon) , 0423, 0479 (handle), 0483, 

0436, 0063(stub of handl e ), 0477, 344(~ot sure if th i s is a rim wi th handle 

at t ached o r pa rt of t..i-]e neck which has beeT~ broken off a nd smo()thed over) . 
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