Animal Remains from Vrittle, Bssex.

X/67

Introduction

The identifiable bone material from this site weighed 21 1bg and the
greater part (18 1bs ,} wag Trom fifteenth century levels. The mummals present
are cattle, sheep, pig and fallow deer. There are also figh and several
species of bird.
liethod

A1l seasurements are given lto the nearest millimetre and those of long
bone extremities sre of articular surfaces only. Age determinatbions have been

based on epiphys#al Musions without, however, any attemplt to exjress such

in years but merely in 'age groups'.

Deserintion of lMaterial

=

The remaing from thirteenth and fourteenth century levels are of ecablle
and pig but are too few and fragmentary to be worth apecial mention. The

remarics that follow thus anply to the fifteenth century materinl.

A mindimun of four animals is represented and the majority of specimens
which provide evidence of age are from fully meture animala. The total of
sucl specinmensg however iz too small to draw any velid coneclusions as to the

age strcture of the bovine poyulation and tlus the nature of its noapihle

exploitation. leasuronents are given in Table I togethor with those of eattle

o

from other mediaeval sgites aund of & modern breed which yvrovides the clogsest
parallel
TABLD T

Done Heasurenents — Catile

Bone Range 1 Site/Breed
TMumerng — Distal width 75-81 (3) Writtle
5577 (3) Petergate
- /!
60Tl {2) Horthols
62-83 (3) Gomelden ~ _
T2 Jersey Cow 4
Rading = TProximal width 78 (1) Writtle
7482 (3) Hortholt

Astragalus — Total length 56-67 (5) VWrittle
A — I
62-67 (3) Fortholt ™ o
e )
08 Jergay Cow
Caleaneum —~ laximunm length 129-132 {4) Virittle .
150 (1) Gomeldon *
130 Chillincham Cow # i
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Shaeen

Sheep remains are much less mmerous than those of cattle. A mindmas
of three animals is vepresented.

The fused proximal epiphyses of tibise and humeri indieate fully mature
animals. This finding is conpigtent with the purpose for which sheep were

1

kent at this period, nomely the maxiumm clip (5) so thot an animal would be
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Heasureients are given in Table IT from which it will be seen that the

i

Writtle sheep had bone dimensions similar to those of the lon:s limbed slender
boay.

TABIE II

Lone Bone Tleasurements — Sheep
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Nadiue 145 28 16 21 Vrittle
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Meagurensiats are cliowvn ia Table I1L.
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