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GREYHOUND YARD, DORCHESTER, 1984 : MACROSCOPIC PLANT REMAINS

by Julie Jones and Vanessa Straker
ANTRODUCTION

Samples were taken from prehistoric, Romano-British, medieval and
post-medieval deposits at Greyhound Yard. The samples, which were on

average ¢. 20 litres in volume, were floated over a lmm nylon mesh. The

residue was collected on the lmm mesh and the float collected in a 250
micron mesh sieve. Both float and residue were completely sorted for
plant remains and small bones. The seeds were, In most cases, preserved
by charring but mineralised seeds were present 1n some of the Romano-

British deposits.
PREHISTORIC (Table 1)

Fourteen of the pits in the arc of large post pits excavated in
the earliest phase on the site were included in the analysis, comprising
44 samples in total. Most of these contained charcoal only, which
consisted mainly of fragments of mature Qak (Quercus sp.). The only
other taxa recorded were single fragments of Prunus (plum, cherry or
sloe) and Pomoidae (hawthorn group). This suggests that the posts
originally present in the pits were of Oak and the fact that at least
above ground some of the posts were burnt (Woodward et al, 1984),
accounts for the presence of the charcoal. There are very occasional
charred cereals (wheat and barley) and seeds of elder and grasses and
these are all found in the post pipes and a subsidence hollow.
Presumably these relate to the phase of agricultural activity which
post-dated the use of the monument and the charred cereals and seeds
were washed down/ transported by earthworms into wvoids formed by the

rotting of the unburnt parts of the posts.

ROMANO-BRITISH (Table 2)

Most of the deposits sampled are from the first century phase of
occupation and are from 16 storage shafts which were subsequently used
as cess pits (Woodward et al, 1984). Plant remains were not plentiful
but included a range of cereals; oats, (Avena sp.) barley (Hordeum sp.)

and spelt wheat (Triticum spelta) in the form of grains and chaff. In



addition, a number of plants which may have grown as weeds of cultivated
ground such as Stitchwort (Stellaria media agg.), Chickweed (Cerastium
sp.), Plantains (Plantage spp.) and cleavers (Galium sp.)}.

As well as the carbonised seeds, a number preserved by
mineralisation were also found in the pits. The process of
mineralisation has been described by Green (1979) and Carruthers
(forthecoming). The presence of caleium, phosphate and semi-liquid
conditions are necessary for mineral replacement of the plant tissue to
occur and these conditions would have been common in cess pits.
Mineralised seeds have been found on sites of Bronze Age date and later
in BPBritain, but are most common on medieval sites (Carruthers
forthcoming; Girling and Straker forthcoming and Green 1979).

The plants represented were mostly common food plants as might be
expected in a cess pit and included apple or pear (Malus/Pyrus), plum,
sloe or cherry (Prunus) and fig (Ficus carica). Fig, which is not native
to Britain, has been found on a number of Roman sites and may be from
imported fruit or possibly introduced plants (Greig, 1983). Cne or two
seeds of dyer’s rocket and sorrell (Reseda luteola and Rumex sp.),
common waste ground plants, were also preserved in mineralised form.

To summarise, the pits contain charred crop waste, food plants
from cess and occasional weeds of waste ground from plants growing in

the vicinity of the pits.

The later Roman material comes from the fill of a grave, 4 wells
and the fill of a drain. With the exception of a few seeds in the drain
£i11 and wells, all are carbonised. The wells contained mostly barley
and some wheat with weeds of cultivated ground including plantain, brome
(Bromus sp.) and sheep’'s sorrell (Rumex acetosella agg.). Sheep’s
sorrell is usually characteristic of acid ground rather than the chalk
soils of the immediate vicinity, however with such a small assemblage it
not possible to use the weed flora to suggest where the crop was grown.

The grave contained only charred cereals and how they became
incorporated in the £ill is uncertain.

Grains of barley and wheat were found in the fill of the drain,
presumably discarded as rubbish. Knotgrass (Polygonum aviculare) and

sorrell (Rumex sp.) were present in low numbers as well as grassland

taxa such as self heal (Prunella vulgaris) and clover (Trifolium sp.).
A few seeds of plants usually associated with damp or wet

conditions were present in all the Romano-British phases and could



possibly suggest the cultivation of low-lying ground (Jones, 1981), but
in the small samples of the present study, their origin as roofing or

flooring material or even possibly burnt hay cannot be ruled out.
MEDIEVAL (Table 3)

Almost all the samples came from nest boxes associated with a
substantial circular structure which may possibly be the dovehouse known
te have been present in 1405 (Woodward et al. 1984). All the plant
remains were charred and are presumably the burnt remains of the food of
the doves. This material consists principally of the grains of oats,
barley and wheat and these are accompanied by small numbers of weed
seeds some of which are most likely to have been crop weeds. Anthemis
cotula (stinking mayweed) is a weed of heavy arable soils and farmyards,
whereas wild radish (Raphanus raphanistrum) 1is common in calcareous
soils. Most notable however are the large numbers of charred gorse
spines (Ulex europaeus). Gorse is a plant of acid heathland and
grassland soils and would have been collected some way from the site. It
has been noted occasionally on medieval sites and apparently was known
as a good source of fuel for bread ovens (M.Robinson, pers. comm.). How
it came to be present in the nest boxes Is a mystery unless the birds
were fed on the sweepings from bread ovens from time to time.

The only medieval pit examined contained a few charred cereals and

remains of mineralised Prunus stones,
POST-MEDIEVAL Table 4

Two layers of fill from a pit were examined and their contents are
listed in Table 4. The principal components were large numbers of
blackberry and fig seeds and a few grape pips, some of which were
mineralised. This sort of assemblage Is typically found in cess pits and

gardercbes,
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GREVHOULY UARD : MACRDSDPC PLANT REMAINS | £OMANO - BLITISH
grave pits
(649) 671 (672 673 674)

THELE 2
CEREALS

TAXON

c.f. Avena sp. grain

Avena sp. grein

Avena sp. floret base fragment
Avena/Bromus

Cereal sp, grain

Cereal sp, stem internodes
Hordeum sp. grain

cf. Hordeum sp, grain

7. dicoccum/spelta giume bases
cf. Triticum sp. grain
Triticum sp. grain

Triticum sp. glume bases
Triticun sp. glume freagments
Triticum sp. rachis fragments
T. spelte glume bases
Triticun/Hordewn sp. grain

WEEDS

FAMILY
CARYOPHYLLACEAE

CHENOPODIACEAE
COMPOSITAE
CORYLACEAE
CYPERACEAE

SRAMINEAE

LEGUMINGSAE

L EMNACEAE
MORACEAE
PLANTAGINACEAE

POLYGONACEAE

RANUNCULACEAE
RESEDACEAE
ROSEACEAE

RUBIACEAE

UMBELLIFERAE
UNIDENTIFIED

cf, Oats
Oats

Oats/Brome

Barley
cf. Barley
Emmer/Spelt
Wheat

Spelt
Wheat/Barley

TAXOX

Cerastium sp.

Silene sp.

Steliariea media agg.

Stellaria sp.

gen. et sp. indet.

Anthemis cotula L.

Corylus avellana i. (fragments)
Carex sp.

Cerex sp(p)

Eleocharis peslustris/uniglumis
Bromus ¢f. motlis agg.

Bromus sp.
gen. et 8p.
Menthe sp.
Prunella vuigaris L.

gen. et sp. indet.
Lathyrus/Vicie sp.
cf.Lathyrus/vicia sp.
Trifolium sp. '

cf. Lemna sp,

ficus carica i,

Plantege ¢f. ianceolata L.
P. major L.

P. cf. media i,
Polygonum aviculere agg
Rumex acetosella agg.
fRumex sp.

Ranunculus sp.

Reseda luteola L.
Malus/Pyrus sp.

Prunus sp.

Galium cf. sparine L.
Galiun sp.

Apium sp.

Seeds

Buds

indet.

indet.

COMMON NAME HABITAT
Chickweed v 0
Campion v 0
Stitchwort b,ba 0
Stitchwort, ChickweedV 0
0
stinking mayweed D,Da 0
Hazel W,S 0
Sedge V{damp) 0
Sedge(s) V(damp) 0
Spikerush M 0
Broms D.G 0
Brome 0
0
Mint v 0
Self heal b,G 0
M 0
Vetch/Tere 1) 0
ef. vetch/Tare v 0
Clovar v 0
buckweed A 0
Fig c [
Ribwort plantain G 0
Great plantain 0 0
Hoary plantain G 1]
Knotgrass p,Da 0
Sheep's sorrell ba,q,acid 0
Sorrell v 0
0
Dyer’s rocket D,Da,cale 0
Apple/Pesr W, H,C 0
plum/Cherry/Sioe W, H,C o
Cleavers b,Da,k o
Bedstraw v 0
] 0
v}
4]
0

---------------- P L L L L L L L L T T L T e A -

TOTAL

G - grassiend; H - hedges; M - marshes, ponds, ditches; W - woods, scrub; h - hulled; m - mineratised; Vv - various;

() within same feature
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GRETHOUNY HARD

CEREALS

TAXOM

c.f. tvepa sp. grain

Avena sp. grain

Avena sp, floret base fragment
Avena/Bromus

Cereal sp, grain

Cereal sp. stem internocdes
fiordeum sp. grain

cf. Hordeum sp. grain

T. dicoccum/spelta glume bases
cf. Triticum sp. grain
Triticum sp. grain

Triticun sp. glume bases
Triticun sp. glume fragments
triticum sp. rachis fragments
T. spelta glume bases
Triticum/Hordeun sp. grain

WEEDS

FAMILY
CARYOPHYLLACEAE

CHENOPODIACEAE
COMPOSITAE
CORYLACEAE
CYPERACEAE

GRAMINEAE

LEGUMINOSAE

LEKNACEAE
MORACEAE
PLANTAGINACEAE

POLYGOMACEAE

RANUNCULACEAE
RESEDACEAE
ROSEACEAE

RUBIACEAE

UMBELLIFERAE
URIDENTIFIED

TRELE 2 cowr,

cf. Oats
Qats

Qats/Brome

Barley
cf. Barley
Emmer/Spelt
Wheat

Spelt
Wheat/Barley

TAXOK

Cerastium sp.

Silene sp.

Stellaria media agg.
Stellaria sp.

gen. et sp. indet.
Anthemis cotula L.
Corylus avellana L. {fragments)
Carex sp.

Carex sp(p)

Eleocharis palustris/uniglumis
Bromus c¢f. mollis agg.
Bromus sp.

gen. et sp. indet.
Mentha sp.

Prunella vulgaris L.
gen. et sp. indet,
Lathyrus/Vicia sp.
cf.Lathyrus/Vicia sp.
Trifolium sp.

cf. Lemna sp.

Ficus carica L.
Plantage cf. lanceolata L.
P. major L.

P. cf, media L.
Polygonum aviculare agg
Rumex acetosella agg.
Rumex sp.

Ranunculus sp.

Reseds tuteola L.
Kalus/Pyrus sp.

Prunus sp.

Gatium cf. aparine L.
Galium sp.

Apium sp.

Seeds

Buds
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GREVHoUAD Wheb  TAGLE 2 Conr,

CEREALS
TAXON
2.7 @mz osp, grain

Avena s5p. grain

Avena sp. floret base fragment
Avena/Bromus

cereal sp., grain

Cereal sp. stem internodes
Hordeum sp. grain

cf. Hordeum sp. grain

T. dicoccum/spelta glume bases
cf. Triticum sp. grain
Triticum sp. grain

Triticum sp. glume bases
Triticum sp, glume fragments
Triticum sp. rachis fragments
T. spelta glume bases

Triticum/Hordeum sp. grain
WEEDS

FAMILY
CARYOPHYLLACEAE

CHENOPOD IACEAE
COMPOSITAE
CORYLACEAE
CYPERACEAE

GRAMINEAE

LEGUMINOSAE

LEMRACEAE
HMORACEAE
PLANTAGINACEAE

POLYGONACEAE

RANURCULACEAE
RESEDACEAE
ROSEACEAE

RUBIACEAE

UMBELLIFERAE
UNIDENTIFIED

ef. Qats
Dats

Oats/Brome

Barley

cf. Barley
Emmer/Spelt
Wheat

Spelt
Wheat/Bariey

TAXON

Cerastium sp,

Silene sp.

Steilaris media agg.
stellaria sp.

gen. et sp. indet,
Anthemis cotula L.
Corylus aveliana L. (fragments)
Carex sp.

Carex sp(p}

Eteocharis palustris/uniglumis
Bromus c¢f. mollis agg.
Bromus sp.

gen. et sp. indet.
Mentha sp.

Prunella vulgaris L.
gen. et sp. indet.
Ltethyrus/Vicis sp.
cf.Lathyrus/Vicia sp.
Trifolium sp.

cf. Lemna sp.

Ficus carica L.
Plantage cf, lanceolata L.
P. major L.

P. cf. media L,
Polygomnas aviculare agp
Rumex acetosella agg.
Rumex sp.

Ranunculus sp.

Reseda luteola L.
Malus/Pyrus sp.

Prunus sp.

Gatium ¢f, aparine L.
Galium sp.

Apium sp.

Seeds
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GREYNOUN S YAR) TRBLE 2 CoasT,

CEREALS
TAXON

-
-

Avena sp. grain

Avena sp. floret base fragment
Avena/Bromus

Cereal sp. grain

Cereal ep. stem internodes
Hordeum sp. grain

cf. Hordeun sp, grain

T. dicoccun/spelta glume bases
cef. Triticum sp. grain
Triticum sp. grain

Triticum sp. glume bases
Triticum sp. glume fragments
Triticum sp. rachis fragments
T. spelts glume bases
Triticum/Hordeum sp. grain

. Ayena sp. grain

WEEDS

FAMILY
ICARYOPHYLLACEAE

‘CHENOPOD IACEAE
COMPOSITAE
CORYLACEAE
CYPERACEAE

GRAMINEAE

‘LEGUMINOSAE

LEMNACEAE
MORACEAE
PLANTAGIKACEAE

POLYGONACEAE

RANUNCULACEAE
RESEDACEAE
ROSEACEAE
RUBIACEAE
UMBELLIFERAE
UNIDENTIFIED

TOTAL

cf. fNnts
Qats

Oats/Brome

Barley

cf, Barley
Emmer/Spelt
Wheat

Spelt
Wheat/Barley

TAXON

Cerastium sp.

Silene sp.

Stellaria media agg.
Stellaria sp.

gen. et sp, indet.
Anthemis cotula L.
Corylus avellana L, (fragments)
Carex sp.

Carex sp(p)

Eleacharis palustris/uniglumis
Bromus cf. mallis agg.
Bromus sp.

gen. et sp, indet.
Mentha sp.

Prunella vulgaris L.
gen, et sp. fndet.
Lathyrus/Vicia sp.
cf.Lathyrus/Vicia sp.
Trifolium sp.

cf. Lemna sp.

Ficus carica L.
pPiantago cf. lanceolata L.
P, major L.

P. cf. media L,
Polygomm aviculare agg
Rumex acetosella agg.
Runex Sp.

Ranunculus sp.

Reseda luteola L.
Malus/Pyrus sp.

Prunus sp.

Galium ¢f. aparine L,
Galium sp.

Apium sp.

Seeds

Buds
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GRE1THOouMD YAed TR x 2

CEREALS
TAXON

- ¢ Avena sp. grain

Avena sp. grain

Avena sp. floret base fragment
Avena/Bromus

Cereal sp. grain

Cereal sp. stem internodes
Hordeun sp. grain

¢f. Hordeum sp. grain

T. dicoccum/spelta glume bases
cf. Triticum sp. grain
Triticum sp. grain

Triticum sp. glume bases
Triticun sp, glune fragments
Triticum sp. rachis fragments
T. spelta glume bases
Triticum/Hordeum sp. grain

WEEDS

FAMILY
CARYOPHYLLACEAE

CHENOPOD JACEAE
COMPOSITAE
CORYLACEAE
CYPERACEAE

GRAMINEAE

LEGUMTNOSAE

LEMNACEAE
HORACEAE
PLANTAGINACEAE

POLYGONACEAE

RANUNCULACEAE
RESEDACEAE
ROSEALEAE

RUBIACEAE

UMBELLI1FERAE
UNIDENTIFIED

eonsT,

cf. Dats
Oats

Qats/Brome

Barley

cf. Barley
Emmer/Spett
Wheat

Spelt
Wheat/Barley

TAXON

Cerastium sp.

Silene sp.

Stellaria media agg.
stellaria sp.

gen, et sp. indet.
Anthemis cotula L.
Corylus avellana L, (fragments)
Carex sp.

Carex sp(p)

Eleocharis palustris/uniglumis
Bromus cf. mollis agg.
Bromus sp.

gen. et sp. indet.
Mentha sp.

Prunelia vulgaris L.
gen, et sp, indet.
Lathyrus/Vicia sp.
cf.lathyrus/Vicia sp.
Trifolium sp.

cf. Lemna sp.

Ficus carica L.
Plantago cf. {anceolata L.
P. major L.

P. cf. media L.
Polygonum aviculare agy
Rumex acetosella agyg.
Rumex sp.

Ranunculus sp.

Resecda luteola L.
Malus/Pyrus sp.

Prurus sp.

Galium cf. aparine L.
Gal fum sp.

Apium sp.

Seeds

Buds
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TABLE 3 GREYHOUND YARD : MACROSCOPIC PLANT REMAINS : MEDIEVAL

CEREALS

TAXON
Avena sp.grain

Avena sativa floret base

Avena/Bromus
Cereal sp. grain
Hordeum sp. grain

c.f. Hordeum sp. grain
T. cf. sestivum s.l. grain
cf. Triticum sp, grain

Triticum sp. grain

Triticum sp. glume base
Triticum sp. rachis interncde
Triticum/Hordeum sp. grain

WEEDS

FAMILY

COMPOS1TAE
CORYLACEAE
CRUCTFERAE

CYPERACEAE
GRAMINEAEE
LEGUMINOSAE

ROSEACEAE
RUBIACEAE
SCROPHULARIACEAE
UNIDENTIFIED

Key: as for Table 2

Dats
Oats
Oats/Brome

Barley

cf, Barley
Bread wheat
cf. Wheat
Wheat

Wheat

Wheat
wheat/Barley

TAXON

Anthemis cotula L.

Corylus avellana L. (fragments)
Brassica sp(p)

Raphanus raphanistrum L.(pod frag.)
Eleocharis patustris/uniglumis
gen. et sp. indet.

gen. et sp. indet.

Medicago cf. lupulina L.

Ulex cf, europaeus L. (spines)
Prunus sp.

Galium sp.

Odontites verna/Euphrasia sp.
Seeds

Other

TOTAL

COMMON NAME
stinking mayweed
Haze!

Mustard, rape etc.
Charlock
Spikerush
Grasses

Black medick

Gorse
Plum/Cherry/Sloe
Bedstraw

Red Bartsia/Eyebright

437 638 639 641

nest boxes

635 636
7T 1
0 0
o 1
6 13
12 0
0 9
3 0
o 0
e 2
0 o
0 0
4 0

HABITAT
p,0Da t 0
W,S D0
v 1 0
D,Da 1 0
M 1 0
v 1 0
i 0
D,G 8 0
G, H 2 0
WH,C 0 ¢
v 1 0
D,0a,G 3 0
11 0
0 0
9 7
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0 19 0
o 1 0
0 1 0
0 15 0
0 28 2
0 n 1
0 3 1]
L 0
0 25 5
1 3 0
o0 1 [t}
o & 0
o 14 o
(L 0
o 1 0
0 2 0
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o 1 0
o 1 0
0 8 0
0 99 0
0 0 2m
0 2 0
e 13 0
0 3% 5m
0 5 0
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Table 4,

GREYHOUND YARD : MACROSCOPIC PLANT REMAINS : POST MEDIEVAL

CEREALS
pit.

TAXON 657 658)
of. Tritiem sp. grain  wWhest T o v
WEEDS

FAMILY TAXON COMMON NAME HABITAT

wonee gen. et sp. ndet. trasses v e 0
o Fieus carica L. e c cso 0
msEnACRE Chelidonium majus L. Greater celandine & o :
wseacee wbos fruticosus agg. slackberry oo we 0
wmeee vitis vinifers viee c y in
woBmee T 3
o s 5




