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The infant burials 

Nineteen infant burials were examined. l-10st of them were fairly complete. 
The measurements are recorded in Table 2. For the long bones the figure is 
a maximum length without epiphyses. The ilium was measured from the posterior 
superior iliac spine to the anterior superior iliac spine (IL.~) and from the 
iliac crest to the acetabulum (IL. $ ) . These figures are plotted out in diagram 1 
and show a considerable spread of sizes. 

The ~ges of the infants were estimated from the state of development of 
the teeth t 3) and from the appearance of the temporal and sphenoid bones . The 
presphenoidalq~ postsphenoidal parts of the body of the sphenoid fuse about the 
eighth month of interuterine life. The tympanic ring fuses to the squamous part 
of the temporal bone shortly Qefore birth and to the petromastoid part of the 
bone during the first year . (2) 

The state of dentition would seem the most accurate indicator and the 
unification of the skull bones is added confirmation or, in the cases when the 
teeth are missing, the only real estimat e of age . 

In this series size can be seen as complementary to age. The one very 
premature infant (No. 15) is far smaller than any other and the other two des
cribed as 0 - /Jfos . 3 and 19 are the next smallest. At the other end of the 
scale the infant aged at 3- 6 months /fto • .117 is the largest and the two aged 
0-3 months lfios. 8 and 1Q7 the next largest . The other infants aged at 0 + 
/Jfos . 18, 19, 14 and g are not so consistently large but all tend to fall in 
the upper part of each diagram. 

No age estimate was possible for Nos . 1, 2 and 9 as no teeth or indicative 
skull fragments were present . In No . 7 there were no teeth present and the 
sphenoid and temporal bones were in disagreement, the petromastoids having fused 
to the tympanic rings although the two parts of the body of the sphenoid were 
only partly joined. This was noted again in No . 13, although an age of around 
birth (O:!:) had been estimated from the teeth . This would seem to suggest that 
the age at which these skull fusions occur are far less precise than is usually 
stated. 
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Diagram 1 - Infant long bone size distribution 
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