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Summary

An examination of over 1300 amphorae sherds allowed
the 1identification of a variety of forms, mostly from
Spain, France and Italy. Also present were some
possible sherds of a Palestinian origin.
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Introduction

Hell pver 1300 amphoras sherds were recovered from the
site, comprising a number of rims, handles and spikes,;
togesther with many bodysherds. Whers possible, these have
been classified according to fore and fabric. The
clasgsification of types is based on Dresssl (1899,
Laubenheimer (1285}, the Camulodunum series (Hawkes and
Hull, 1747 and Peacock and Williams (1984}, supplemented
by descriptive terms suggested by Peacock {1971; 1977a,.b)
and 1in common usage. The overwhelming single type present
in the common southern Spanish globular olive-pil vessel
Dressel 20, Baulish wine was also clearly reaching the
site in reasonable amounts, as was scuthern Spanish fish
produrs. Amongst the =maller amounts of amphoras recorded
werse ?wine amphoras from the Bay of haples region, and
the tvpes Richborough 527 and Palestinian, as well as a

number of unidentifisd forms.
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Martin-Kilcher™s {(1783) detailed typology of Dressel 20

ImE.

13 O35/1200. Only & very small portion of vim remains,
but possibly a second century #.D. type.

23 ¢Z8/912. Dated at Augst to the mid second century
8.0, {ibkid., no. Z9.

33 02&4/53%9. Dated at Bugst late fivrst century A.D. till
the mid second century A.D. {ibid., no. 340).

41 024/501. Dated at Augst arocund the mid first century
.0, {ibid., no. 32},

51 0FB/725. Fairly similar type is dated at fiugst lats
second century &8.D0. to mid third century A.D. (ibkid.,
no. 40y, A handle stub is attached to the rim on which

iz a incompletes and unidentified stamp i anss reading
from the summit of the handle downwards YLV...

A1 026/558. Pos=sibly similar to an early sscond century

type at bdugst (ikid., no. 24).
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1242, 12132, 1261,

1046, 169.

Bodysherds:

GOOL/RRI, COO4/BBM, QOO4/78F1, 0004/7BAC, QGOIA/CAM,

POOGLASREBE, TOOOASEDL, P0004/BEJ, OLO4/BDM.
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539[1471, 5620301, 558[&61, 551, 555041, 545, 54

. SAAE31,
D420461, &EGL3RI, 119, 162, 1I0E3I; 109043, 110L51,
132023, 1i8, 18BL23, 1070153, 1&6%, 1181071, u/sE83,
113041, 102L321, 047L31, 034, 0440101, 051, 054L[21,
GAALZT, 043021, 014, 004, 029, Q44A0213, L45LA1, &72131,
&49, &3, &0BILT1, &&0L0&1, 10460413, &3F02]1, 389, 79031,
SEFL303, 637041, &30, SBYL2I, &0&6L21, S83LRI, SP1L21,
10, SiZ2C0223, Si4b23. 532043, 527, 536, GI0OL71, S0IL247,
SS0LZY, SBB, 054, A13, GHE2L071, 158.

O
Fi4, BO&6LB1, BOILE1l, B&SLZI, 901, 895, 1112, 877, 1113,
212, 04, BO?. 213, B&2, 000103, BRI2LZ1, BO&L11d,
FOCL1I13, TZ5L33, 762, 739w, 746, 7341051, 7270101, 725,

794E481, 812, B&Z.
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1258877, 1245071, 1242743, 120001373, 121201913, 121703Z1,

1735, 1259021, 1211, 128&4, 12700341, 1287031, 1274,



1342, 1297061, 1294031, 1341021, 1345, 1347021, 1318,

1354061, 1301051, 1214, 13520463, 11i3.

I528, 1527033, 1504073, 1549, 1500[0211.
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1604, 1&02L[21.

Gavnloise 4

It izm difficult to be shsolutely certain in the absence
of rims, but in all probability the following handles,;
bases and bodysherds belong to the flat—-bottomed southern
Gaulish amphora type Gauloise 4 /7 Felichet 47, or at any
Fate a closely related form {Lavbenheimer, 1985). This
amphora torm predominantly carried wine, snd in Britain
does not seem to appear on sites dated before the
Boudiccan revolt, but then becomes very common up to the
late third to early fourth centuries A.D. {(Feacock, 1973:

Peacock and Williams, 19846, Class 27).

Handis:
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1605, 1602043, 16000213, 14A0205].

The majority of the sherds listed bhelow are in & dark
red to reddish—brown fabric, with the exception of
OE5/1200 which 1s buff—colowrsd. In a&ll the sherds thate
are conspicucus dark—coloursed grains of augite clearly
vigible to the naked eye. This is the well-known ‘black
sand® fabric. generally assumed to originate in the areas
of Italy arocund Pompeii and Herculaneum and to be found
in the local pottery, tiles and bricks of that region
{Pzacock, 1977a). Three ot the sherds from Little Chester
come trom the shoulder junction of an amphora, and this
im likely to be a Dressel 2-4 type. The remaining sherds
in all orobability also vrepresent this form as well. It
iz difficult to be certain given the small size of the
sherds, but 0247145, Us, OB7. 479 and 014 may well
originate from the same vessel. These Little Chester
vessels would almost certainly have carried wine, and can
prrobably be dated to the first; or possibly sarly sscond
century A.D. It is not yet clear how far the erupltion of
Vesuvius in &8.0. 772 would have atfected poittery

production in the region {(cf. Brms, 1981, Chapter 45,
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145, UBLEI, GR7ILZI. 072, 014,

7EE; FE4ALE shoulder sherdsi.
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Come u c e
The portion of handie and the plain bodysherds listed
helow may well belong to this particular amphora type,
which was made along the southsrn Spanish cosst fiom the
late first century B.C. to the esarly second century A.D.,
and carried the local fish-based products (Peacock, 1%74;

Feacock and Williams: Classes 17 and 18F).
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Bodveherds:

o2

o32L41, 544,

Southern Spanish
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It is difficult to be certain, but the two portions of

handies and hodysherds listed below, probsbhly 21l one
vessel, may possibly belong to an amphora originating
from the coastal regions of southern Spain (Peacock,

19713y Peacock, 1%74). Fish—based products were almost
certainly carried and the vessel probably dates to the

first or second centuries 48.0.

Handles:
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Two small bodysherds in the characiteristic coarse
greyish—green volocanic fabric associated with the
Richborough S27 tvpe (Feacock and Williams, 1984, Class
iZ}. In a recent papsr by the writer and Paul Arthur, it
is suggested that the origin of this heavy elongate
amphara form is perhaps more likely to be found in
Campania, Italy, than ths HMassit Dentral region of
France, previocusly considered a possible source
{(forthcomings; Peacock, 1277b). The majority of the
British +inds date to the first century A.D., although it
iz clear that production of this form lasted much longer
that this. Three Richborough 527 vessels have recently
been recovered from sarly to mid third century 8.0,
deposits st Mew Fresh Whar® in London, while a large
cache from the Temple of Augustus at Pozrzucli are dated
to the later second century A.D. / sarly third century
a.0. (breen, 1984; Williams and Arthur, forthocoming). The
rather wide mouth of this type may indicate that the
contents carried were bulkier that a liguid, possibly

some kind ofF Ffruit.
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?Palestinian

Five ridged bodysherds, possibly all Ffrom the same
vessel, in s hard:; rough sandy fabric, dark grey
throughout T[hetwesn Munzell 10YR 571 and 4/11. Thin
sectioning and study under the petrological microscope
shows freguent subangular to subrounded grains of quarts,
some cryptocryvstalline limsstons and the odd grain of
tourmalins. The petrology is reminiscent of certain late
Foman Falestinian amphorae and may well suggest a similar
spurce, although there are noticeable differences in the
hand—specimen of these latter vesszsels compared with the
Little Chester sherds {(Fezacook and Williams, 1986,
Classes 48 and 4%:. Given the fragmentary nature of the
Little Chester sherds, it is difficult to say with any

confidence sxactly what type of form is represented here.
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Rims:

a28
7253 [One thickish everted rim and a bodysherd with part
of a smallish oval handle attached. It is difficult to
identify and provenance these particular sherds. Both are
most likely to be From the same vessel and appear in a
hard, =zomeswhat rough sandy fabric, light red throughout
[Funsell Z2.5YR 4/781. Thin sectioning and study under the
petrological microscope shows little but fFreguent
subangular girains of guartz and a little shelly

limestone, giving few pointers to a likely source areal.

i

1500 LThis rim, which is slightly scalloped on its inner

th

edge, may repressnt a Flagon. Alternatively it is
possible that it may be a variation on the flat-bottomed
southern French amphora Gauloise 7, which has a someswhat
similar vim, and was produced during the first and sscond

centuries &.0. {Laubenheimer. 1983 1.
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Fragments from a number of thin “stoppers® which were
sometimes used ta ssal the necks of amphorae. As Ffar as
one can tell, the form appears to be somewhat similar to
those used for Dressel Z0 and Halterna 70 amphoras
recovered from the Fort-Vendres I1 shipwreck, though it
sagems likely that ths type was in fairly general use (cf.
Eclls =2t ail, 1977, Fig. i4). The majority of the Little
Chester examples are fairly fine-textured and white tao
buf+ in colour, though there are a couple of red coloursed

pierss also present.
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