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RONAN ANPHORAE FRON DEF<"RY L I TILE CHESTEf;' 

D.F. Williams, Ph.D., FSA 

(HBt1C Ce,-amic Pett-ology Pt-oject) 

Depa,-tment o-F A,-chaeology, Unive,-sity o-F Southampton 

Intt-oduction 

Well over 1300 amphot-ae sherds """2t-e n?covet-ed -ft-om the 

site, comprising a number a-F t-ims, handles and spikes, 

togethe,- ",ith many bodyshe,-ds. IfJhe,-e possible, these have 

been classi-Fied according to -Form and -Fabric. The 

classi-Fication 01= types is based on Dt-essel (1899), 

Laubenheimet- (1985), the Camulodunum set- ies (Ha"-'Jkes and 

Hull, 1947) and Peacock and ~Jilliams (1986), supplemented 

by desc,- ipt i ve terms suggested by Peacock (1971; 1977a, b) 

and in common usage .. The QVEr-v.lhelming single type pt-esent 

is the common southet-n Spanish globulat- olive-oil vessel 

D,-essel 20. Gaulish ,,,,ine was also clea,-ly '-eaching the 

site in t-easonable amounts, as vJas southern Spanish -fish 

produce .. Amongst the smaller amounts o-f amphorae recorded 

,~e,-e ?wine ampho,-ae -F,-om the Bay o-F Naples ,-egion, and 

the types Richborough 527 and Palestinian" as " ... Jell as a 

number a-f unidenti~ied ~orms~ 
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SHERD TnTALS 

D.-esse I 20 112~227gms 88.4% 1,004 73:0% 

Gauloise 4 6, 360gms 5 .. OX, 198 14.4% 

"=Black sand:' -fab.-ic 274gms 0 .. 2% 14 1 .. 0% 

Camulodunum 186sp 818gms 0.6% 7 0.5% 

Southet-n Spanish 5, 383gms 4.3% 49 3.6% 

Richbor-ough ;:;::r:;F' 58gms 2 0,,2% .J~ , 

?Palestinian 68gms 5 0 .. 4% 

Undesignated 111838gms 1 .. 5% 95 6 .. 9% 

---------- -----

127,026gms 1,374 she.-ds 

Dressel 20 

This is the most common amphora ~orm to be ~ound on 

Romano-British sites (Williams and Peacock, 19831. It was 

made in great numbe.-s at many kilns situated along the 

banks o-f the River Guadalquivir and its tributaries 

between Sevi lIe and COt-doba, in the Roman southern 

Spanish province o~ Baetica, and used almost exclusively 

-For- the long-distance tr-anpot-tation o-f the local 01 ive-

oil. This -familiar globular-shaped amphora -form was in 

pr-oduction thr-oughout most o-f the Roman occupation o-f 

Britain, with some typological development, mainly to the 

rims"A number- 0+ the latter- were recovered -fr-om Little 

Chester-, and these can be given given appro~{imate dates 

when compared with similar dated material ~rom Augst in 

T T 

" " 



t'la,-tin-fdlche,-'s (1983) detailed typology o-f D,-essel 20 

r- ims= 

1] 035/1200. Only a very small portion o~ rim remains, 

but possibly a second century A.D. type. 

2] 028/912= Dated at Augst to the mi d second centL"-y 

A.D. (ibid., no. 29). 

3] 026/539 .. Dated at Augst late -first century A.D. till 

the mid second century A.D. (ibid., no. 30). 

4J 026/501. Dated at Augst around the mi d -fi ,-st century 

A. D. (ibid., no. 32). 

5] 028/725 .. A -fai,-Iy similar type is dated at Augst late 

second centLwy A.D. to mid thi,-d century A.D. (ibid., 

no. 40). A handle stub is attached to the rim on which 

is a incomplete and unidenti-fied stamp in ansa t-eading 

-f,-om the summit o-f the handle downwa,-ds ?LV ••• 

6] 026/558 .. Possibly similar to an early second century 

type at AUg-3t (i bi d., no. 24). 

Rims: 

539, 501, 549, 558. 

912, 725" 

1200" 
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Handles: 

0')6 

539~ 501~ 119, 107, 633~ 

877, 822~ 900, 725[2]~ 

1242, 1212, 1261" 

1500, 1504, i549 .. 

Basal Warts: 

n26 

106, 169. 

028 

802" 

Bodysherds: 

0004/9B1, 0004/BBt~1, 0004/BFI, 0004/BAC, 0004/CAM, 

?0004/BBE, ?0004/BDL, ?0004/BEJ, 0004/BDt1 .. 

IV 



026 

539[147J~ 562[30]~ 558[6]~ 551~ 555[6]~ 545, 547~ 544[3]~ 

542[6],635[38],119,162,110[3],109[4],110[5], 

132[2J, 118, 158[2], 107[15], 169, 118[7J, u/s[S], 

113[4], 102[32], 047[3], 034, 044[ 10], 051 ~ 054[2]:; 

046[2], 043[2], 014, 006, 029, 044[21], 645[4J, 672[3], 

649, 663, 658[9], 660[6], 106[41], 633[9J, 589, 579[3], 

569[30], 637[4], 630, 587[2], 606[2], 583[9], 591[2], 

510, 512[22], 514[2], 532[4], 527, 536~ 530[7], 501[24], 

550[2J, 588~ 056, 613, 062[7], 158. 

028 

914, 806[8] ~ 801 [3], 865[2], 901, 895, 1112, 877, 1113, 

912, 904, 809, 913, 862, 900[10], 822[2], 806[11], 

900[11]~ 725[3], 762, 739, 746, 734[5], 727[10], 725, 

796[48], 812, 862c 

301 [2] = 

03:'!: 

990[4], 977, 945[18], 944[2], 942[6], 947[3], 950[16J, 

941[9], 945[2], 969. 

1258[7J, 1245[7], 1242[4];1 1200[ 11 J '} 1212[ 19], 1217[3], 

1235, 1259[2], 1211, 1286, 1270[34], 1287[3], 1274, 

1261 [20J, 1292, 1346[2], 1310, 1336[2], 1329, 1340[8J ~ 



1342, 1297[6J, 1296[3], 1341 [2J, 1345, 1347[2], 1318;1 

1354[6J, 1301[5], 1216, 1352[6], 1113 .. 

1528, 1527[3J, 1504[7], 1549, 1500[21] '" 

1606, 1602[2]. 

Gauloi"'e 4 

It is di~~icult to be absolutely certain in the absence 

o~ rims, but in all probability the following handles, 

bases and bodyshe,-ds belong to the ~lat-bottomed southe,-n 

Gaulish ampho,-a type Gauloise 4 I Pelichet 47, 0'- at any 

,-ate a closely ,-elated fonn (Laubenheime,-, 1985). This 

amphora ~orm predominantly carried wine, and in Britain 

does not seem to appea,- on sites dated be~o,-e the 

Boudiccan revolt, but then becomes vet-y common up to the 

late third to early ~ourth centuries A.D. (Peacock, 1978; 

Peacock and Williams, 1986, Class 27). 

Handle: 

569. 
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Flat Bases: 

725, 727" 

Bodysherds, 

0002/AAD, 0002/AAF, 0004/BAC, 0005/CAC. 

539[9], 51()[4], 512[2), 527, 102[7], 029[4], 160, u/s[5], 

113, 150, 569[5), 591[3], 539[5), 549[2), 562[5), 536, 

508, 040, 158, 157 .. 

858[3], 901[3], 900[3]" 781, 742[2] , 727[2] , 

301 .. 

990[3], 982, 960, 945[6], 941[4], 951[6], 969 .. 

1258[11J, 1200[3], 1259[3], 1270[3], 1287, 1296, 1245, 

1261 [8], 1251, 1203, 1216, 1340[2], 1212[4], 1297[2], 

i310, 1258[ 13J" 



1500[7]~ 1504[2], 1544, 1542, 1527;; 1500[4], 1549" 

1605, 1602[4], 1600[2];; 1602[5]" 

~Black Saod 1 Fabric 

The majQt-ity of the she,-ds listed below a,-e in a da,-k 

red to reddish-brown fabric, with the exception of 

035/1200 which is bu~~-colouredd In all the sherds there 

are conspicuous dark-coloured grains of augite clearly 

visible to the naked eye. This is the well-known 'black 

sand" fabric, generally assumed to originate in the area 

of Italy a,-ound Pompei i and He,-culaneum and to be found 

in the local pottery, tiles and bricks of that region 

(Peacock, i 977a). Th,-ee of the sherds f,-om Li tt Ie Cheste,-

come ~rom the shoulder junction o~ an amphora, and this 

is likely to be a D,-essel 2-4 type. The ,-emaining she,-ds 

in all probability also represent this form as well. It 

is difficult to be certain given the small size of the 

she,-ds, but 026/145, US, 087, 079 and 014 may ",ell 

ot-iginate -from the same vessel .. These Little Chester 

vessels would almost certainly have carried wine, and can 

probably be dated to the first, or possibly early second 

century A.D. It is not yet clear how far the eruption of 

Vesuvius in A .. D .. 79 would have a-f-fected pottsr-y 

production in the region <c-f. D1 Arms, 1981, Chaptst- ,1\ 
~, . 
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Bodysherds: 

026 

145, US[3l, 087[2], 079, 014. 

733, 734[3 shoul det- sherds]" 

94i 

1200 

Camp]QdUDUm 186sp 

The portion o~ handle and the plain bodysherds listed 

below may well belong to this particular amphora type, 

which ".;,!as made along the sDuthet-n Spanish coast -from the 

late ~irst century B~C. to the early second century A.D., 

and carried the local ~ish-based products (Peacock~ 1974; 

Peacock and Williams, Classes 17 and 18). 

Handle: 

876. 

IX 



Bodvsherds, 

539[4], 544" 

808. 

SQuthern Spanish 

It is di-f-ficul t to be ce,-tain, but the two por-tions o-f 

handles and bodyshe,-ds listed belo .. J, p,-obabl y all one 

vessel, may possibly belong to an amphora o,-iginating 

rt-om the coastal t-egions o-F southern Spain (Peacock, 

1971; Peacock, 1974). Fish-based products {<'Ie,-e almost 

certainly carried and the vessel probably dates to the 

-First or second centuries A~D~ 

Handles: 

787[2]" 

Bodysherds.: 

v c. 



XI 

Two small bodysherds in the characteristic coarse 

greyish-green volcanic ~abric associated with the 

Richborough 527 type (Peacock and Williams, 1986, Class 

13). In a recent paper by the writer and Paul Arthur, it 

is suggested that the o,-igin o~ this heavy elongate 

amphora ~orm is perhaps more likely to be ~ound in 

Campania, Italy, than the t1assi~ Cent,-al region o~ 

France, previously considered a possible source 

(~orthcoming; Peacock, 1977b). The majority o~ the 

British ~inds date to the ~irst century A.D., although it 

is clear that production o~ this ~orm lasted much longer 

that this. Three Richborough 527 vessels have recently 

been recovered ~rom early to mid third century A.D. 

deposi ts at Ne,~ F,-esh vJha,--F in London, whi Ie a la'-ge 

cache -From the Temple o~ Augustus at PozzLlol i a,-e dated 

to the later second century A.D. ! early third century 

A.D. (Green, 1986; Williams and Arthur, -Forthcoming). The 

,-ather ,·,ide mouth o-F this type may indicate that the 

contents carried were bulkier that a liquid, possibly 

some kind o~ ~ruit. 

Boo',vshera's: 

1217[2], 



?Palestinian 

Five ,-idged bodyshe,-ds, possibly all ·ft-om the same 

vessel, in a hard, rough sandy ~abric, dark grey 

throughout [between Munsell 10YR 5/1 and 4/1]. Thin 

sectioning and study unde,- the pett-ological mic,-oscope 

shows ~requent subangular to subrounded g,-ains o~ qua,-tz, 

some ct-yptoct-ystall i ne 1 imestone and the odd g,-ai n o~ 

tourmaline. The petrology is reminiscent o~ certain late 

Roman Palestinian amphorae and may well suggest a similar 

source, although there are noticeable di~~erences in the 

hand-spec imen o~ these latte,- vessels compa,-ed I'li th the 

Little Chester sherds (Peacock and Williams, 1986, 

Classes 48 and 49). Given the ~,-agmenta,-y natL..-e o~ the 

Little Chester sherds, it is di~~icult to say with any 

con~idence e,-:actly ,~hat type o~ ~o'-m is ,-ep,-esented he,-e. 

Bodvs l"1erds: 

Q26. 

014[2], US, 040. 

Q.3.3 

941. 

XII 



Undesianated 

Rims: 

Q2Ei 

725 [One thickish everted rim and a bodysherd with part 

o~ a smallish oval handle attached. It is di~~icult to 

identi-Fy and pt-ovenance these pat-ticltlat~ shet-ds .. Both are 

most likely to be ~,-om the same vessel and appea,- in a 

ha,-d, somewhat ,-ough sandy ~abt-ic, I ight red throughout 

[Munsell 2.5YR 6/8]. Thin sectioning and study under the 

pet,-ological mic,-oscope shows little but ~,-equent 

subangular grains o~ quartz and a little shelly 

limestone~ giving -Few pointers to a likely source area]= 

1500 [This rim, which is slightly scalloped on its inner 

edge, may represent a ~lagon. Alternatively it is 

possible that it may be a variation 00 the ~lat-bottomed 

southern French amphora Gauloise 7~ which has a somewhat 

similar rim~ and was produced during the -First and second 

centw- ies A. D. (Laubeoheimer, 1985)]. 

Handles: 

026 

591 [?-Flagon] .. 

XIII 



X 1\/ 

1270[?-flagon] '" 

Bodvsherds:: 

0004/BEF. 

539[7] , 150, 550, 023, 118, 014[2], 535~ 

858, 901, 908, 1112[2], 929, 930, 725[4], 812. 

941. 

1347[4J:;o 1301[5],1305, 1245, 1200[4], 1259, 1261[3], 

1341,1340,1270[7],1212[11+ 1 t-idgedJ, 1297[3], 1310, 

1258[5], 1287[5], 1305[2 ridged-possibly eastern 

i600. 



xv 

Fragments -F,-om a numbe,- o-F thin 'stoppe,-s' which ,,,e,-e 

sometimes used to seal the necks o-F amphot-ae= As -fat- as 

one can tell~ the -form appears to be somewhat similar to 

those used -Fo,- D,-essel 20 and Hal te,-n 70 ampho,-ae 

,-ecove,-ed -F..-om the Pm-t-Vend,-es I I shipw,-eck, though it 

seems likely that the type was in ~airly general use (c~~ 

ColIs et al~ 1977, Fig~ i4)~ The majority o~ the Little 

Chester examples are -Fai..-ly -Fine-textu..-ed and white to 

bu-f-F in COlOLa-, though the,-e a,-e a couple o-F ,-ed colou..-ed 

pieces also present~ 

0004/BBN. 

628, US~ 054, 155, 047[4], 062[2], 589, 102[2] :; 157, 

501[4], 

905[4], 801, 896[3], 841, 725[3], 821[2]. 

1200 [2], 1296, 1261 [5], 1301, 1270[2], 1212[4] .. 

945, 962 .. 



Non-Amp hot- ae 

Bodvsherds, 

O?5 

?0004/BCB. 

501[4], 658, 040, 023, 637(2], 555 .. 

?830, 877, 904, 900, 734, 

941. 

71606, 1602 .. 
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