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Summary 

This short interim report (main report in preparation) 
confines itself to the soils of area 2BB, and follows 
an extensive study of the soils at West Heslerton 
reported upon in 1982. Field observation and data from 
two bulk samples suggests that brown soil deposits of 
probable Neolithic date cannot be securely argued as 
colluvial in origin, although this mechanism of 
transport cannot be ruled out. Overlying dark sands, 
however, were probably affected by podzolisation, 
extant into the Anglian period at this northern end of 
site 2. 
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SECOND SOT L REPOfrf ON vlEST HESLEFfON, NEAii f1ALTON, NOH'lH 
YORKSHIiiE: AREA 2BB 

F~. I. r-1acpha i-I, BSe. j r~sc, J PhD. 1991 

During 1986-7, excavations (director of West Heslerton Par'ish 

Project, Dominic Poweslandl of the Anglian cemetery at West 

Heslerton, south of the AG/~ (Aroa 2) wer'e carried out. In 1918-82, 

the cenletery and Roman and prehistoric archaeology hart)1 of the A64 

(;\I'oa i) \'101'0 oxcavatocj (Powc'sl and at aLi 986). An appr-a i sa I of tho 

nalaeOCY)V'jronmerlt, based maitlly on soi'1 data, had also been carried 

out (Hacphail 19i1;' AW,n No. 3"106; r'ishel' and Hacphail 19S5: 

Povves 1 and ,,?J. 199b j f 'j 9. 73). So -j 1 stud i as of Ar-sa 2 ["'lave 

continueci ("187 H191), oxtenci'!ng fn)1l1 thE) Valo of Pici<ering eoge 

sands, up the colluvial chall~ footslope of the Wolds scal-p. This 

present report, however, wi 11 cOllfine itself to the small amount of 

i'IOI"k sp(~cif ica'il y under-t,ai,en in .'1I'ea 2BB (Appendix i, 1'i g. 1). 

Soils were examined in the field (Hodgson 1974), and bull< samples 

were analysed accordillg to tIle mothods of Avery and Bascomb (1974). 

rhe sanci S(3QUE:H1Ce at Area 2BB (fig 1) \'J(.-1S thOU(,jht ff'om fie-ld 

soi 1 (over" natural lacuL:;tr-ine sands)! that pr'(?ciated dE:lJ'i<EH' br'()\vn 

blown sancis of Late Bronze Age to Anglian in ciato (Poweslanci, pers, 

comm. ), Sarnp 1 es f r-om the hypothet 1 ca 1 b -1 OVJn and hi I ') ~'ja~)h ,sand,s V/E?;r'C 

taken to test these ideas. 

The soils are Ty{)ical Brown Sands of tho Newport Serios (Newpot't 

Association; Jarvis et 1983) ~nd totally comparable with the 



that) of wir!d blown origin. Its well sorted nature) however, may also 

r'eflect the well sorted parent matorial sands of tIle area (Macphail 

1982). This lower layer" may be Neolithic it1 date, al1d its browI) 

co'iour, 8tld possible relic worm cf1anilels 1 may possibly suggest it 15 

tllO remains of browfl earth soils in the area, espec;ially as this 

PO\'~Gsland, per~Z:'), cornnl.). 

On the other hand, the upper dark brown sand (sample 1) may have 

bS(3n "1 nf 1 uenced by podz(} 1 i sat'j on \ as 'j t, iss -I i 9ht 1 Y rnOr~(} c:omented 

and acid, centains moro organic matter and has a higher magnetic 

susceptibility, the last possibly broadly reflecting the combined 

effects of a tligher iron COlltent as well as any huma'l impact 

that war"s podzolising to various degrees of development from the 

Bronze Age to t~le Anglian (Fisher" and Macphail 1985). At Area 28B, 

there may be tenuous evidence (co'lour and consiste/lcy) of 1:}lG 

Anglian soils being very weakly cemented by podzolisation. (Upslor)9 

towards the Wolds, this was not the case; Macphail in prep.) 

l"he soil sequence at Area 2BB seems to represGt)t browI) soil 

formation in sands ovet~ly'irlg, and probably deriving from, lacustrit18 

as a transported deposit higher lIP the sequence cannot be securely 

ar'gued as a result of colluvial activity, altll0ugh tllis mecharlism 

cannot be ruled out. -I-he dark browI1 sands above are probably of 

windblown origin, atld can be (jated in br"oad terms as L.ate 8r"OnZ8 A~e 

Lo Allg1ian, duril1g wh'ich time podzolisation was affoctinq the area. 

\'leak pocJzo']"isat,"ion a.'lso pioba,L)ly aff(;';ctc.;ci staU'"i i isc;d I~ngl ian SO'1!S 
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1= igLj[e . J_: _:3.Q i. .1 ...... § (3gl;jOD __ El_t ._/\ [e a .... 2 .. 13 B 

P,wth 1:1 oJ.jz ()r1 lJgjl(3[ QOJO_UT 

30 cm "loden) Ap dark bl-ol'itl 
(7.SYR3/2) 

40 em Ferrug'j nous dark reddish brol'/n 
( "b 1 Ol'itl" ) Sand (5YH3/3 ) 

70 em ("Hi llwash") br'ovitl 
Sand (7.5YH4/4) 

100 em Lacustrine yellowish brol'in 
Bedded Sand (10YR5/8) 
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9_?DlQ_lQ eli'll' tiZ G£ SiJtc 

1 2 < 1 < 1 3 4 
(ferTugi nous? ) 

2. 2 <1 <1 5 6 
(brown) 

pH 
H20 

pH 
C;Q.QJC' 

1. 6.1 5.7 
(ferTugi nous?) 

2. 6.6 6.2 
( b I" 0\'iI'1 ) 

O. 1 

O. 1 

YeS fS .t~LS_ GJ? lies .$_0.0_0_ 

12 33 48 2 < 1 94 

9 30 b 1 :3 < 1 92 

1 . 7 

1 .2 

r_~_xJdJ _[i0 

Sand 

Sand 

M"9n .. E3t B:: 
Su .-'2C§J)j; i _b i J it)l 
U3jJO~$si .. I< 9 ) 

203 

144 
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