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summary 

One subaudit (female) and two adult inhumations (one 
male the other unknown) of Early Anglo-Saxon date were 
excavated from the Carisbrooke Castle site. 
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Three early Saxon burials~ situated within a few metres distance 
of one another, where excavated from site 5 inside the lower 
enclosure of Carisbrooke Castle. Two burials were extended and 
supine, it was impossible to ascertain the layout of the other 
due to poor bone preservation. All three were orientated WEst
east. A variety of grave goods were also found in association 
with each burial. 

AlsD excavated -from within the same area of the castle was an 
assortment of human and animal skeletal remains not apparently 
associated with any specific burial contexts (see appendix for 
fLu-tht:;.r- data) ~ 

Conte>,t: Bu~ial 1295:- Extended supine inhumation 
wittl grave goods. Orientation west-east. 

P~ese~vation moderate, 50% o"F s~eleton surviving. 

Female <Brothwell 1981). 

6}flf~.:: F'r-obabl y J 7·_·19 yeal""!:';;. (BrothvJell 1981, dE~ntEtI i.":"lttf"i t.i on ~. 

Workshop of European Anthropologists 1980~ epiphysial fusion -
Perizonius 1984, cranial slAtures). 
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socket, X == lost post--mortem but socket 
tooth present but socket or jaw missing. 

N(~JJ,,_' Dental ene>mel hYPDplasia, identified by the p,-esellce of 
linear macroscopic depressions running transversely across the 
enamel of the tooth surface, is present on both the upper and 
lower anterior teeth. Hypoplasia is a structural defect 
resulting from environmental or dietary factors during the 
development of the tooth. The distance between these linear 
depressions and the cemento-enamel junction was measured. Then, 
by applying Goodman at al '5(1980) methodology it was estimated 
that the disruptiDIl ill the growthDf the teeth Dccurred at abDut 
three years of age. 

The neural arch, in the dorsal region of the sacrum, is 
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incompletely fused in the midline. This defect, which is termed 
spina bifida occulta, is thought to be congenital in aetiology 
and occurs quite frequently in archaeological material <Brothwell 
1981~ Ortrler and Putschar 1985)~ 

Context, Burial 1607~- Exterlded supine inhumation with grave 
goods~ Orientated west-east. 

Se~{ : Not possible to ascertain . 

Adult (Dentition permanent) 

Qg.o.tJ ... liQC!.: 15 teeth present in total. Sever-e post-mortem 
erosion of crown and root surfaces rendered positive 
identification of specific teeth impossible. 

r.:!£u;.!?_?.:: The small percentage of osteal ogi cal materi €~l sur·vi vi n~j 
was too severely eroded, due to post-depositional factors~ for 
any accl~rate analysis to be undertaken. 

Context, Burial 1651:- InhLlmation with grave goods. 
Oriefltation WEst-east. 

Preservation poor, skeleton 15% - 20% complete. 

fiqf?:: PDssibly 20--25 yE'dr~· (Dental atty·ition ... ~ BrothvJ£~ll 19f:Ji; 
sutu~e closu~e Perizonius 1984). 
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F~_"'L: .. =: tooth in socket T =: 1 Dose tooth pt-esent, socket 
missing Dr damaged post-nlortem .. 

blQte.§.: A green discolou~"'ation is E\ddent on the buccal and 
otesial surfaces of the lower right first molar. This is most 
probably due to a coin coming into contact with the tooth. The 
presence of a coin in the mandibular region is suggested from 
the burial plan. 

Enamel hypoplasia is pr-esent on the crowns of the anterior 
teeth. Age estimate of tooth growth interruption is calculated 
at about two years old (Goodman, Armelagos & Rose 1980). 
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Two of the inhumations a~e of adult individuals~ one male and the 
other unknown~ The third individual being a female subadult. 

Generally the condition of the osteological remains is poor. 
However~ it is worth noting that in the case of individual 1295 
there is a distinct contrast in the state of bone preservation 
between the upper and lower skeleton. Resulting in the lower 
half of the material being in good condition while the upper half 
is extremely eroded or missing (except for the skull which is 
well preserved). The reason for this differential preservation 
is unclear but is possibly related to varying soil conditions. 
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LB 
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GE< 
J 
8'2 
8'3 
S'l 
Biast 
SC 
[) , 1 

02 
FL 
GL 
G'H 
NH' 
NE< 
G'l 
EJ2 
FE< 
DC 

E< 

!?JEL ..... L?'.?5 
LFE'D1 
RFeDl 
LFeD2 
RFeD2 
L.TiDl 
reniD1 
LTiDl 
fHiDi 

1:::::2" 0 
102 .. 0 
100~O 

87. 1 
110.0 
108.2 
96.0 

107 .. 0 

9.6 
35 .. 7 
32 .. 9 
:,,:8.6 
9~j .. 5 
64 .. 0 
5~':; .. 0 
2Lj· .. ~i 
r::- ~ r"j 
.J i .. L 

3~5" 7 
26 .. 0 
26~O 

L:Ei .. 6 
30 .. 45 
:::::2 .. 0 
-T"~, -7 
·_'~~.h I 

:;:;:9 ~ 1 
~.::;O .. 65 
20hi 
21.9 

Symbols fot- bDth tables ar'e takf3n from Br~·ot.hwE'11 (1981)" 
All measurements are expressed in millimetres. 
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G:QIJJ;_~}:Lt..:: 564 
Two fragments of human skull. 
Proximal region of diaphysis from tibia of large mammal, possibly 
small bovine .. 

Proximal end of human femur~ 
Proximal end of human tibia. A small bony spur, about 3cm 
in length, is present on the posterior region of the bone just 
below the epiphysis. This lesion seems to be caused by trauma 
resulting in myositis ossificans. 

G,on.t e~·; t..= 598 
Human mandible 
Q§n t,,~~J_lQ 1'- III U..tfl 

B 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 234 5 6 7 8 
X X X X X X X X X 

= tooth present in socket X = lost post-mof·tern 
of jEH .. .., mi!":; .. singH 

Lj:mJ;E!Y t , 603 

= pa~~·t 

Part of left human mandible. Ml present in socket. M2, M3, and 
PM2 missing but socket present. 
Pro):imal part of large Rl3ffiffial diaphysis, possibly small bovine. 
Dog tooth upper M2. 
Pi 9 pr'emol at'"" .. 

Animal borIS identification by Simon Davis. 
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