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Summary

A small group of Iron Age sherds from Winchester were
thin sectioned and found to have a fabric characterized
by moderately frequent inclusions of glauconitic
pellets. This seems to point to the Upper Greensand as
the most likely source, and as such, a non-logical
origin. In recent years the writer has noted a group of
sandy glauconitic Iron Age pottery from a number of
other Hampshire sites. It 1is not clear at present if
this represents the output from a single production site
or many centres.
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ITinbernciction

Fleven asmall sherds of Iron Ayge pobtery Ffrom three
sites in Winchestaer were submitted for thin sectiaoning
and study under the petrologlocal microscope. 811 of these
sherds were suspected of containing grains of glauconite
within thae clay body, and the main object of the analveis
was to contirm this and characterize the fabrics
invalved., The sherds were iniftially studied with the aid
of a binocular microscope [y 201, Munsell Colour Charts
are referred to ftogether with free descriptive terms.
Winchester liaes on Upper, Middle and Lowsr Uretaceous
Chalk, with small patches ofF clay-with-flints in the area
ard Eocene formations some three to five miles away ho
the south [Deolagical Burvey 1V Map of England Sheet no.

29%13
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Petvology and Fabric

The aoriginal fabric numbering of the sherds has besen

Fetailned.

Fabric l: Glauconite/RQuaritz

-

Hard, often burnished; very sandy Tabric, with a scatter
af small, rounded, sofl dark brown pellets and
occaszsionally with grass Lor chaffl impressions on the
auber suwrfaces. Shades of dark grevish-brown Lo dark gray
in colour [IOYR 4/2 - 10YR 3/11. Thin sectioning shows
that all the sherds are characterized by discrete reddish
to light brown and opagus glauconitic pellets. The small,
rounded, dark-coloured saoft pellets that were noted in

the hand-specimen study. These arsg uniforemly scattered

,_

throwghout the clay matrvrix in each case, suggesting that
they are 1in faclt a matural component of the clay. Also
praesant are graineg of guartz and occcasionally sparse
voids that once contained grass or chaff,

Bame yvaars ago a small programnsg of peltrological work

was undertaken on a range of Iron Age potltery from a

numbier of sites in Wessex, and thig identified a group of
sandy glauconitic wares. AL the btime a possible souroe
was postulated in the Upper Greensand scublh-west of
Danebury [Cunliffe, 1984, Fig. &6.15 and 161, More

recently additional Iran Age ‘glauvconitic’ material has

been sean by the writer from the Hampshire sites of




Balkeshury, Lainsg Farm, La Sagesse Convent, Brighton Hill
South and Rooksdown.

The glawconitic sherds from Winchester can be added to
this group, though at present 1t ig difficult to know how
much of this pottery from the varicus sites may have hean
made in one particular place. Llauconite commonly ocours
in the Upper bOreensand, bhough dark grasen glavconitic
loamy sand can aleo be found closeby to many of the Find-
zites listed above. Moreover, thare tends to be some
variability in the cocther non-plastic components of the
nottery, which might suggest more than ons origin [some
shaerds concain chalk or noticeable amounts of Flintl. In
tiieg connection it is interesting Lo note that No. 9
oelow from Winchester, apart from containing glauconite,
appears to be grﬂ55~iamﬁered, However, 1in the case of bLhe
mataerial from Winchester, 1t seems unlikely that the
sherds with glauconite would be made from the immediate
local clays, as the site is situated an the Chalk. Some

glauvconite occurs in the BEocense formations Lo the south

of the site, while the nearest Upper bGreensand is ‘some 15

miles Lo From exactly how Far away this pottary
was imported if iz, unfortunately, difficult tao say at

this Lime.
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13, Sample | Htaple Gdns 84. Dontext: 1459, Fabric: TLB.

C21. Sample 2 Staple Gdns 4. Context: 1459, Fabric: G575,

U331, Sample 4 Staple Gdns 84, Context: 1489, Fabric: 1007

L4, Sample 5 Staple Gons 84, CDontext: 1677, Fabric: T0E.
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LST, Sample & Staple Odns 84, Context: 1597




L&Y, SGample 7 Staple Gdns 84, Contest: 1594, Fabeic: 100
7). SBanple 2 OF 84&. Oontext: 158%. Fabric: 7

£B2. Sample 10 NH 77. Context: 214, Fabric:

-,

Fabric 2: Slauconite/Girass tempered

Havd, smoothish fabric with freguent grass or chatf
lmpressions on the surfaces, dark grey [bhetween 10YR 4/1
and Lovr 3713 thiroughout., Thin sectioning shows freqguent
volds which probably ance held grass or chaffy; together
with subangular guartz grains, flecks of mica and
glauconitic pellets similar to those npted in Fabric 1.

Possibly a similar origin to Fabric 17

E91. SQample & Staple GCdne 84. Contextr 1594, Fabricy 105,

Fabric Z: Quartz/Challk

Hard, burnished sandy faoric with some small pisces of
chalk visible, light reddish-grey [EYR 5/7271 outer
.

surface, very dark gray [BYR 3/11 inner surface and corea.

Thin ¢

ctioning shows Treguent subangular guartz grains,
avarags size belaww 0.40mm, togethsr with some pilaeces of
chalk, shreds of mica, gquartzits and a little ilraon oxide.

Frobably from a faivly local origin.
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L1013, Sample I Staple Gdns 84. Context: 1577, Fabric:

T
Llosbse

Biblioggranhy

Cunlifte, B. C19847 Danebury: an Tron Age hillfort in

eT

Hampeshire, OBAH Res. Rep. nao. 592,




