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Summary 

A small group of Iron Age sherds from Winchester were 
thin sectioned and found to have a fabric characterized 
by moderately frequent inclusions of glauconitic 
pellets. This seems to point to the Upper Greensand as 
the most likely source, and as such, a non-logical 
origin. In recent years the writer has noted a group of 
sandy glauconitic Iron Age pottery from a number of 
other Hampshire sites. It is not clear at present if 
this represents the output from a single production site 
or many centres. 
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[LCJ;:TROLO[!Jj:AL.__,'\IOTE;_j;Jfi_ Sl;WIE ~BQ!:i.J1C~E SHJ::RQS _FRO~i SITES l N 

o0!NG'::IEi;LIER, _jj8J1PSH! P,£:. 

O.F. VJi ll iams, Ph. D., FSA 

[~IBMC Cerarnic Pel.rology Project] 

sites i r1 VJi nchostcn- v-.~c~~r_..e ~;u.brni ttecl for·- thin ~3ectioni ng 

and st\Jdy undBr the pet~ological n1i1:r~ost:opo. All uF these 

she~ds wer~e suspected o·F co11taining grains of glauconite 

involved. The shel-ds we,-e init.ia] ly studied witll the aid 

of u. binocula:- mic~··or-:>cope [>< 20]. f'lun~;ell ColCJu!-- Char--ts 

,_J..J··r? ,,.E:~·fer~r~{:Jd to tCJ\]f::-;th~.--ir-- ~'! i th -fr~ee dF?.~·>cr· i pt i ve. ter-rns. 

t~Jinche:;tr:.Jl- lie~~ on Uppt-:2:-, f"'iiddle ancJ Lov-Je1·· Cr··c':!t.ace:?ous 

Ch,:'llk, with t;mall patche.;::; of clay---with-·-flintc ir1 t!-ie ,~u'"t3a 

and Eocene fo!~matiorls some three to five 1niles away to 

299 J. 



~~ C-'::! t a i nt:3 d . 

Hcl_r-d, o-1-:-ten buxnished~ vel-·y ~__;.:J.ncly fabv·ic~ with a scattr::;1·" 

uf ~;111<:J.ll, r·ounclt-c:>d, soft cla.i-k bn:Ht.Jn pellets a_nd 

occ:e~siCJn,::t.ll y VJi th gr·,3.E;s Col- ch·:~·ffJ impt~ession:::; on t-.h{-3 

in colour [10YR 4/2 lOYR 3/lJ. Thin sectio11ing shows 

that all the shet-ds at~e character~tzed by cliscrete t-ecidish 

to 1ight bt·"ov.;n and opaque ~Jlauconi.tic pel1E?ts. T!-IE'-:1 small, 

t.hf··cJU~Jho~ .. d:. the cJ.ay rnatl~i>< in each CFJ.;:;e, sug(JBE3ti.ng tl1aL 

they at··e i11 fact a natural cornponent of the clay. Also 

P<'"(3~::l8nt <'Ji----o CJi~aiJ;::; of" quC\i"tZ cCl.nd ucca::;iona1ly :::;pat'SB 

voids i:l1at once contained Ql~ass or- chafF. 

Gorn8 yBars ago a small pi~ogramrno of petrological wo1rl< 

1/'J.-J.S urtdertakc?n CJn a 1range o-f Irron (')ge pottc?t--y fr~CJm a 

numbe1~ of silus ir1 Wessex, and tl1is identi·Fied a gr·oup o~ 

sandy gl~uconitic wal~os. At the time a possible SDLlrcH 

war~ por::;tu] cJtc:o:d in thr::. Upperr Li1·eensand south--·v;c:r:::;;t. Df 

0,,-:lnebuxy [Cunliffe, 1984, Fig. f.J.15 and 16J. 1'1cn--e 

;--c~cc_<td:1y a.clditional Irron ("::)g(-?. ~glaucCJni.tic' matFHrial ha!:-3 



Sou1:h and Rooi<sdown. 

·rhe glat1C0r1itic she~ds Ft-om Winchester ca11 be added to 

t.hir.-; grroup, though at prres:;e.nt it i~; difficult to know how 

much of thifG putter-y -rr·orn th(3 var-·iDu~:; :-'~-;i Lc:s n1ay havE:? beon 

made in Dtle particulat~ place. Glaucor1ite commD11ly occut·s 

in the U~per- Gr·eensand, thcJugh dark greon glauconitic 

loamy sand can also be ·Found closeby to many of the find--

valriability in the otl1e1r non-plastic components of tl1e 

shr:!i"ds contain c.:h.-J._lk CJI- noticeable .:J..rnou.nts of flint]. In 

this conr·1ect:ion it is intet-ar3ting to note that No. 9 

below f1 orn Wincheste!', apart ft'om containing ulauconite, 

rt\atef-i,::ll fr~om V-.Jinchestc--:!r", it :"JE'Gms unlikc)ly that the 

she,~cJs with gloLtconite would be made ft·om the in1mediai:e 

local clay;::;, as the site?. is s:;ituat(:e;d on the Chalk. Some? 

of the r;its~ while thE.~ neat~E::Et Uppe!- Grreensanc:l i£-; ·some. 15 

was impo~""ted it unfcJI·~ tuna tel y .~ difficult to say at 

t·.hi~:::; timc1., 

[ 1 J L\\.Jmple 1 Staple Gdns 84 Cont·ext: J.!/,'59. rabr ic: ILB~ 

[2J /:.~ample:' 2 8i~aple Gdn!:> rJ!J. Cunte,\·t:: 1459. r-:-.::.,bric· lBI 

[3] tic1ttiJ.71E? 4 ,~]f:a[Jle Gclns B.!f Cc;ntr.,:.\.'t: 1459. Fabric: ICC? 

[4] Sample ,'5 S'i:aple Gclns EJ-1 Cont:exl;: 1629. fCaLJ! ic: ICE. 



[6] 8dmp1e 7 Bt:apl e Gdns U4. Coni: ext: 1594 ~ F"abr ic: ICC. ' 

[ 71 Sarnp l e 9 CF Q{}, Contet<t: 1589. Fabiric: ? 

[8] Sample 10 ~IH 79. Cont.e.:..:t: 214 FatJrric: ? 

i1npressions ar1 the sur-Faces, d01~k grey [betweerl lOYR 4/1 

voidb v.<\1ich pi'Llbably CJI'lCE-3 h(::?ld gr-ass oi---- chaff, togr.3the.r··· 

with subangulat- quartz Q!'ainsJ flecks oF mica and 

Possibly a sintilair Dirigin to Fabric 1? 

[9]. 8,c?mplEJ l1 Sf:,Jple Gdr1s B-1. Cont:e,\·t:: 1594. Fa!Jric: !CfJ. 

Ha,~d, bu_r··nic-;hecl Eiandy -f<J.br .. i.c w:Lth sorne srnall piec::r::::s of 

chc.;lk viciblo, lioht r·e.ddic;h--gr-c~y [5YR 5/2] outo1· 

dVt.Jf-,3_\.:J::=> sizE! b\c:lowv,r O.lfOmm, tCJoctl-lt:~l-- with sDrnr::'! pit:.JC(:S~:> D·f 



Cunli·ffe, 8. C198itJ Danobur;/: ,:;;_n Irunf'lgG:.:! h.il.!Fort~ in 

Nampshi re, CBA Res. f-~ep. no. 52. 


