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Summary

A large group of early Saxon pottery from three sites in
Leicester was submitted for a fabric examination. This
was achieved partly by thin sectioning and partly by the
use of the binocular microscope. Five basic groups were
differentiated: (1) granite, (2) sandstone, (3)
gquartz/quartzite, {4) quartz and (5) one sherd
containing organic material. The large number of sherds
containing granite or dgrano-~diorite inclusions is
particularly interesting and must surely point to the
igneous areas of the Charnwood Forest region, only some
six miles away, as the most likely source.
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Introduction

Three groups of early Saxon pottery, mostly made up of
small plain bodysherds and all recovered from within the
rity of Leicester, were submitted for a fabric
examination. The three recently excavated sites which
produced this material are Little Lane, 8t. Peter’s Lane,
and Causeway lane, all located to the west of the High
Btreet and failrly close to sach other. All of the sherds,
some of them really gquite small, were initially studied
with the aid of a binpcular microscops [x 201, In
addition, a small programme of selective thin sectioning
and study under the petrological microscope was also
undertaken. The main purpose of the examination was: [11]
to confirm the validity of a provisional fabric
identification in the hand~specimen previously carvried
aut on the material, and [21 to see if any useful
comments might be made regarding the likely origins of
the pottery. Munsell colour charts are referred to

together with free descriptive terms. Leicester is




situated partly on Triassic Keuper Marl [with beds of

sandstonel] and Bhaestic Beds, and partly on Jurassic Lower
Lias felavs and limestones] and alluvium, with Boulder
Clays covering much of the surrounding arega [Geological

Survey 1" Map of England Sheeset no. 1361,

Petrology and Fabric

{in the basis of the range of non-plastic inclusions
geen in thin section, and also identified in the hand-
spaecimen, & number of very broad fabric divisions are
suggested here, some of them quite capable of

subdivisions.

Granite
The sherds in this group are in a hard, somewhat rough
sandy fabric, although & number can be seen to have
received some form of smoothing treatment to the surfaces
[especially no. L1l, and perhaps also nos. [3) and {5]1].
Inclusions of golden, or sometimes silver, plates of mics
are usually visible, together with felspar and scattered
small fragments of igneous rock. The colouwr is often a
shade of dark grevy Lranging Ffrom SYR S3/1 to 7.5YR NZ/]

throughout, although a few surfaces are lightish brown

{bBetween 7.3YR &6/74 and 5/741.




Thin sectioning of several of the above sherds shows
that each generally contains most, if not all, of ths
following range of inclusions scattersd throughout the
clay matrix: large discrete graing of brown biotite,
potash and plagioclase fFelspar, smaller Flecks of mica,
grains of quartz and fragments of a granite or grano-
diorite rock.

In recent yvears an increasing number of early to middle
Baxon pottery from sites mainly situated in the midlands
and sastern counties, has been found to have a fabric
which contains inclusions of a granitic nature [Walker,
1978y Williams, 197%: topgether with much unpublished
material seen by the writerl. These granitic wares do not
geem to account for the majority of Saxon pottery From
any ong site, and thig is also the case for Leicester,
but they do appear as a significant recurring minaority.

The local Boulder Clavs of the region contain a
variety of ignenus erratics, including boulders of Shap
Granite, but it seems rather unlikely that this material
would be present in sufficient guantity, sither to oceur
naturally in drift claye selected for potting or to be
sought out as a delibersate tempering agent.
Alternatively, the nearest appropriate igneous formations
to Leicester, and to the obher sites mentioned above, are
the acid-intermediate intrusions of the Charmnwood Forest
area [including the Mountsorrel Grano—-dioriteld, which is
gituated about six miles away to the north-west of
Leicester LHains and Horton, 196%; Worssam and 0ld,

19881, While slightly further away are the post-Tremadoc




"diorites" around Nuneaton [inid, 1. Taking all this inte
account, it is locking increasing likely that the source
For all of this pottery must lie close to Charnwood

Forest.

Little Lane:—

Lil. A3 1988 25,002 (146) F34A.
[21. A3% 1988 25,008 (121) FI4A.
[3]. A39 1988 25,007 (1464) FZ7.

[41. A39 1988 25,008 (179) F33.

[51. A39 1988 25,010 (211) F3&.

[61. A3ZY 1988 25,020 (7)) Fé.

£71. A3Y 1988 25,029 (2) Fé.

. Feter's fLaney-

[g1. A40 1988 25,001 (1) Fi07.
E71. A40 1988 25,004 {(1&) Fi.
[i01. A40 1988 25,005 (54) F10%9.
£1id1. 7A40 1988 25,010 (193) F2Z9.
[i27. A40 1988 25,019 (367) FlZl.
£131. A40 1788 25,020 (421) F47.
[ial. A40 1988 25,024 (607) F11i0.
Li51. 2040 1988 25,028 (478) FLO3.
[i&1. AR40 1988 25,031 (1431) F70.

£171. A40 1788 25,040 {438) F47.




[181. A40 1988 285,042 (217) FZ8.
Ci91. PA40 1988 25,047 {3467 F121.,
C201. A40 1988 25,048 (3&7) FiZi.
L21]. A40 1988 25,04% (367) F1Zi.
L221. A40 1988 25,032 (314) FiZaq.
£231. 440 1988 23,055 (5§) Fld8.
C241. A40 1988 25,0857 (54) F109.

L25]1. A40 1988 25,043 (353) F47.

Canseway Lane

[261. A475 1979 432 (4) FZ.
L2731, A475 1979 435 (7) F3.

[281. A475 1979 437 u/s.

Hard, rough sandy fabric with much guartz and
oecasional small pieces of sandstone, reddish-grey [5YR
9/21 to dark grevy [ 3YR 4/11 surfaces, dark grey core.

Thin sectioning shows fragments of a quarts sandstone

stcattered about the clay matrix, together with freguent
subangular grains of guartsz, occasional guartzite, shreds
of mica and & little iron ore. Sandstone is frequently

encountered in the Triassic formations which surround



Leicester, and so a fFairly local source would seem to be

suggested in this case.

Ht. Feter's Lane:—

L291. A40 1988 25,014 (362 F108.
L3013, A40 1988 25,022 (383%) F47.
C311. A40 1988 25,027 (66%) FI03.
F321. A40 1988 25,039 (798) F30.

[3X3. A40 1988 25,033 (V73 F103.

Causeway Lane:—-

[341. A475 1979 433 (2) Fi.

Buartz / Buartzite

Hard, mostly rough sandy fabric, with some scattered
inclusions of guartzite, normally shades of dark arey
L7.5YR N4/ — 10OYR 3/11 throughout. Thin sectioning shows
modersately frequent large grains of subangular nguartz,
some of them polvorystalline, guartzite, zhreds of mica

and a little iron ore.



The writer is not familiar in detail with the local
gesloyy and so, given the reasonably common range of
inclusions which characterize these sherds, it is
difficult with this limited information to point te a
particular source area. Large areas of qgquartzite are to
be found ngar Nungaton in the Hartshill Quartzite, For
grample, and also in the Charmwood Forest region
tEastwond, 1923%; Worssam and 0ld, 1988l1. On the other
hand, guartzite pebbles do ococur in the lacal Triassic
rocks and Boulder Clays. In Fact, the sherds in this
group could very well have been made in the same general
area around Leicester as those sherds containing
sandstone noted in the previous group. More work
obviously needs to be done on comparing the fasbrics of
garly Baxon pottery in the region before this type of

ware can be more or less satisfactorily tied down.

Little Lane

[351. A3% 1988 25,003 (178) F30.

[E63. A3 198R 25,004 (161) Fi19.

L371. A3 19288 25,005 (193) F30.

[38]1. A39 1988 25,009 (208) F3l.

L3%1. A3IP 1988 25,012 (X44) F32.

L4G1, A%% 1988 20,017 (351) Fi4B.
C411. A37 17488 25,014 F34B.

C427. PA3I% 1988 25,017 (573) F%7.

[431. A3 1288 25,021 (120} Flé&.



Ca43i.

L4553,

[4&17.

L4773

[481.

A3

ASY

A3n

ARG

1988
1988
12848
1788

1988

25, 031

25,053

Et. FPeters Lang

[Z61.

L3711,

[591.

Lol
L&21.
[&ET.
L&641.
[&5T.
E&bHT.
L&7 1.

[681.

40

/40

A40

A40

A40

a40

A40

A40

/40

A40

A40

i9ga
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
1984
1988
1788
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988
17838
1988
1788
1988

1988

25, 003
25, 005

25, 008

(112) Filé.
{(112) Flé.
(2) Fé.
(2) Fb.

(P30 F178.

(8) Fi1o8.
(11).

(54} FiO%9.
(151) F24.
(314) F120.
{(450) F120.
(441) F47.
{44%) F47.
(&78) F83.
(5%) Fl2.
(683) F103.
(735 F103,
(1078) Fi6.
(834) F1OZ.
(1093) Fi17.
(1421) F74.
(1376) F&1.
(773) F1o3,
{16200 F90.

(L&77) FR0,




&1, A40 1288 25,051 (3514) FiZo.

L701. A40 1788 25,054 (362) F108.
L7110, A40 1988 25,006 (54) F109.
[721. A40 1988 25,041 (54) F109.

L731. A40 1988 25,062 (11).

Canssway Lane

L741. A4735 197% 434 (25) F3.

E7591. A473 1979 436 (7)) F3.

Quartz

Thig is a mostly disparate asssmblaoe of, an the whble,
reduced—coloured sherds, loosely grouped together because
in the hand-specimen the principal inclusion typs appesars
to be grains of guartz in freqguent, o less Freguent,
guantity. A small amount of limestone is also present in
rnos. L7711, £781, [84]1 and {8461, Due to the lack af
averall homageneity and small size of some of the sherds,

thin sactioning was not considered worthwhile.

Little Lane

C741. A3% 1988 25,011 (203 F34R.




C773. A3% 1988 25,015 (761) F120.
L7873, A3% 1988 25,014 (856) F3354.
L7911, A39 1988 25,018 (930) Fi78.
[BO1. A3 1988 25,025 (238) F34B.
£811. A3% 1988 25,025 (112) Flé.

[B21. AZ9 1988 28,032 (&) F4.

5t. FPeter's Lane

[B3]. A40 1788 25,012 {(103) F20.
[841. A40 1788 25,013 (314) FiZo,
L8E1. A4Q 1988 25,022 (553) F47.
L84l. 440 1988 25,041 (446%) F40.
[871. 440 1988 25,050 u/s.

LE81. 440 1988 25,058 (34) F1l0%.

Bmall, herd rough, somewhat sandy fabric, containing
fregquent elongated voids when seen in fresh fracture,
Light red L2.8YR &4/41 outer surface and part core, dark
grey inner surface and part core. Quite possibly daub.

8t. Peters Lane

[B91. A40 1988 25,009 (1462) F2&.
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