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Summary 

A s mall group of late Neolithic to Bronze Age pottery 
we r e t hin sec tioned and the fabrics examined. This 
reveal ed a number of different fabrics. The local 
sandstone was f ound in some sherds ; igneous and 
s edimenta ry inclusions in one sherd suggested u se of the 
local bou lder clays , while Clee Hills rhyolite was also 
note d . 
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D. F. Williams. Ph.D., FSA 

[HBMC Ceramic und Lithic Petrology ProJect] 

Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton 

_I_ni_r.:·.odu..cLLiDH 

N:inc ~-;rn;:l.J 1 shercls of prehi.r--;t~or:ic pottery, rd_ll~Jing in d.:tte 

f.:"rom the la.tt: .Nc""olithic to the 1\lte Bronze A9e, Here :::;u.bmittecl 

for a fabric examjnation in tt1in section under tho 

petl~olo~rJ.ca.l m.icroscope. 'The sheYd ::-:;,::lrnples come .from a series 

of excavatior1s carried out on four ring ditches between 1981 

.:tnd 1991 at J3rom.field, ;::n-n-·-c>pf:;hire [Hughes, 199:2J. The s.ite :is 

.'-3ituctted 3J-<m north·--Hest of LucllcJW •3.nd l:.tt?~:; j_n a.n ared of Old 

Red Sa11dstoJ1e coJ1glomerates, sandstones and marls, wit11 

SilLirian limestones Qnd DouJcler Clays. to ttte south and west 

Carbonifer·oll.::::; J :imestonec; t.o th8 eust. and t.J1e Clt":;e Hi lJ.s 

dolorite a short distance away to tl1o north-east [Geological 

:c:urvey 1" Map of Enqldnc! filwet nos. 166 and 1811 

[ 1 J Plll: P268 {607} .L<~tte Nco1:lt1t:ic, 



[3] 

angular fragments of crushed quar·tzite. ranging up to 

2.~)0lmn j.n ;::c;izc-;:, ser~ in a :r·easona.bly cle,::tll c1dy ma.tr:ix 

which contains a scatter of small quartz (frains 0nd 

flocks of mica. Unfortunately. it is difficttlt at the 

present time to suggest a possible area of origin for 

t.hi:::: ;_~;l1erd VJitlt a11y deqr·ee of confJ.dcnce. 

Beaker (2 sherds). 

P116: F~263 {601} Beal<Ar (2 sherds) 

Petrolclgy: l\ll four ~:;he:t"cl~:: ::;h,~lre a c:imi },3r f{J.bric·. This 

conr:::ists of .~:t fj_ne .. ~-l:.(::>~tlJreci clt;y m.:ttr:ix contfti.nin\J :~:;p.:J.rse 

silt--:::_ize.d q1.tar·tz gya_j_nf; CJ.nd flecks o1~ rn:ica_. ::::::cd.ttered. 

tl1rougho1..tt. l· .. tJe mdtri_x ar1:; ,:'J.ngl.tl,l.r pj_ec0:~; of (_';JlOIJ of 

variable size [i.e. crushed up pottery]. On the whole, 

tl1e fabric of the grog appeurs reasonably similar to tt1e 

clay mQtrix of the sherd samples. Grog tempered Bronze 

Age pottery has already beer1 noted at Bromfield 

[f:-)t<'J.nford_. 1982]. The cornrnon lto.tu.re of t11-s non···,pla~:::tic 

inclusions maJ<es a predjction of possible origins 

cliffic:ult. 

[4]. P11"7: F;~6J {602) 

Petrology: This sherd also contains some smalJ pieces of 

qro~t _. but i~l1~:- r·ern~t:ini.ng fa_bJ···ic 1~~ v<-?J."Y mttch coctr:::;er t1·"J,'ln 

tl1e Bc,aker~ pot tet'Y repre0.:en ted 1 n )::::hr::'l-~d :Jamp l e::-:; ( ~'. J and 

[J]. 'fher·e is a moderately frequent amoLtJlt of qu~rtz 

grains scattered tl1roughottt tl1e clay mcttrix, togetl1er 



with some flecks of rnicd .::i.ilcl :i.ron oxide:=-;. Al;.:;o present 1:=; 

e la.r,ge piece of me~d:ium·-gr.:Jj_ned f.>.:'tndstone 4rnrn acY'OfSf::, 

possibly a subgreywacl<e, mctde up of reasonably well

::-:;orte-d :;;.;ubangu.la.r q1.1artz gr,1.i_n~;. r::ome fel:::.;prJr and l.i.th.i.c 

fragments. Some smaller fragments of a similar sandstone 

a.re •:tl~-;o pre:f:Jent. A f(J.irly local origin iE:: ::=:uggeste<l .by 

:inc11L::.Jions of ?:-::n..thgreyHctcke :-3clndst.one, Hh:ich dre kn()1t/n to 

occur in the Old Red Sandstone of the regio11 [Greig et 

~.:tl' 1968]. 

[~il. P118: F2TJ (617} Ear 1 y _Bronze A~_re. 

Petrology: This s11ows a coarse-textur-ed fabric containing 

frequent quc1rtz grEl.i_n[:: 9ener.~~lly not exce<-3clirig 0. 50 1n 

size. with the n1ajority smaller than tl1is. toaetl1er with 

flecks of mica, some discrete grains of potasl1 felspar 

and iron oxides. Scattered throughout are angular 

fragments of ig11eous and sedimentary rocl<s. These 

O.l'f) nv:1.de up of pi. (::-~cer:-r of crushed c.:~ 1 cctreou::::: r3andstonc, 

a f:ine gy·aj_ned rrdc<lCeous sandstone and a much weathered 

a.c:id j~_rne()Uf3 r··<.)CJ<. Thif3 mixture of rock. inclu::;iolls 

~:=-;trongly ;;)l_tgge:·::!tr_~; thdt they c,'3,rnC from u. }Joulder Cl.:ty 

co11taining drift erratics. The glacial drift of the 

Y'<.:-:g:lon is knoHn to included wide varJ.ety of c~rratics 

[Ecn~p and Hdiilf), 19'71; Grt?J_g et al, 19601. 

[6]. F1119: F27.5 {C:L 7} ?Middle Bronze Age. 

Pctr·ology: The most prominent inclusions cons1st of l&rge 



.:::_tng-ula.r fr·a~.rrnent::::; of dolel·-·ite ~ca.n~rinsJ to o·v'er 5r!Irn 1n 

~~ii~-~e. :=.:;et 1n <:t cla.y matrix Hhi.ch cont(Lin::J small, 

rnociera.tely frequent gJ:~,:'J.inf; of qUi3.t~tz, some flecks of 

mic~ and a little iro11 oxide. Many fragments of Clee 

l1ills rhyolite were fou11d in muc]l of tl1e Bronze Age 

cerne potteyy recov;:_~recl from th<; prev.i.ous excdvation::: 

at Bromfield [Peacock, 1982; Gelli11g and Pcacoclz, 1968] 

This par·ticular sherd would seem to share a similar 

oric;;rin. 

Dro_rnf i e t<1 B 1 0 

[7]. BF' 91 Trench I. F'2, 1001 (2) 

Petl~ology: Thi~::; f::)heJ:-·cl al~:o contains doler·ite .. to~rethe:r 

with several s1nall fragments of a ?subc;;rreywacke 

si:tndstone, f;et i.n .:-.t clc.1y ma_t:r-:ix v1hich has ti moderately 

f1~equent s_rt··oundrnar~;;~-; of silt---~3:ized qurJ.rtz gl~ain.~;, fleclz;::; 

of mica and some iron oxides. ProbaJJly a similar or1g1n 

to Ghercl E;arnpl e no. [ 6 J . 

[19'7J J The fVelsh Dorc!erJ,-;nd, 

Lo!Iclon. 
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