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origins including Cornwall 
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HAUNDS ARE ):I. PHO.JECT: THE PREHI STOHl C vlOHKED STONE AND 

D. F. Williams, Ph.D., FSA 

[HBMC Ceramic and Lithic Petrology Project] 

Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton 

[ 1 J • Stanwi ck .. JLilL,;;l 

AOR 40729. Context 45515. Be 291. 

Virtually complete dark grey polished axe. A thin 

section shows that the rock is an uralitized gabbro, 

and as such it can be classified as belonging to the 

Irnplernent Petrology Conuni ttee Petrological Group :L. 

Hith •3. Cornish origin. Length lOlcm; Width o55rrull.: 

Thi clmess 33nun.: Weight 276grns. 

AOR 40583. Context 45026. Sc 291. 

Roughly half of a large dark grey polished axe. A 

thin sectio11 shows tl1at the rock is a fairly coarse-

grained graywacke sandstone. It does not appear to 

be micaceous enough to belong to the Implement 

Petrol<XJY Committee Petxologic<l.l Group XV. Hh;ich i:3 

thought to l1ave an an origin in the southern La1<e 



District. An alternative source may be Group XIX, 

with a suggested origin in Cornwall. However, tl1e 

distribution of this group is apparently rare 

outside of the south west of the country [Mck Clough 

and Cumrnins, 1979], and it is possible that this 

rock came from another source. Length 106mm; Width 

73rmn; Thi.ckness 43mm; Weight 556gms. 

l J J . fitdnwicJL_\/iila 

AOR 90256. Context 89006. Sc 291. 

The majority of a darl< grey polished axe. A thin 

section shows that the rock is a uralitized gabbro, 

very similar in composition to No. [1]. Implement 

Petr-ology Committee Petxologic.~l Group 1, Hith a 

CornL3h origin. Length 82mm; Wi.dth ~ilmm; Thiclmesc: 

29mm; Weight 197mm. 

[ 4 J . \i'a;it __ C_aLU.m 

:=:t no. 9187. Context 6712. 

Complete lightislJ grey polished axe of micaceous 

sandstone. It is difficult to predict a likely 

origin for this piece at the present time. Length 

:L06mm; Width 40mm; Thickness 26mm; Weight 149grns. 

[5]. \'lest CottQJl 

Sf no. 5136. Context 1200. 

Small greyish-green polished flake of ar1 altered 

bat:ic tuff. Thi.s piece, toc:rethel' Hith itenm (6] and 

[71 below. appears identical ir1 the hand-specimen to 



examples of Neolitl1ic stone axes made at Great 

Langclcde 1n the Lake district, and whi.ch were widely 

distJ-ibuted south of the production site. Implement 

Petr-ology Cormni tte<c' Petroloqiccd Group VI. [see Mel< 

Clough and Cummine;, 1979]. Length 31nun; Width 16nun; 

Thicknesco 3mm; 1'/e:igth 2gm;::;. 

[ 6] . RAP c:urvll.Y 

Field 0271009. Tran/St 20/20. 

Large part of a broad polished axe of greenish-grey 

altered basic tuff. From Great Langdale. Length 

67nml; Width 67mm; Thicl<nes:3 20mm; Weight 164~prJs. 

[ 7 J . RAI:' __ :3urve)l 

Field 9876008. Tran/St 6/9. 

Part of a ;~anall rect<:tngular polished a_xe of 

greenish-grey alter-ed basic tuff. From Great 

Langc!.·de. Length 51mm; Width 36Jmn; Thiclmess 2:3mrn; 

Weight 77gms. 

[81. :2Uu1wic]s__VU la 

AOR 75592. Context 85207. Sc 291. 

Part of a dark grey and white banded polished shaft

hole mace head of a metamorphosed rock. A thin 

section shows thal: it can be descr·ibed as Rn 



amphibolite. Quite likely it comes from Cornwall. 

and perhaps it is related to some of the Implememt 

Petro 1 ogy Cornmi t tee greenstone groups thouqht to 

come from there. Length J4rmn; W:idth 47rmn; Thickness 

35rnm; We i£rht 899mc:. 

[ 9 J . c'l£LSJ:_Lo.Ltm:L.. na !Tow~~ 

Sf 4572. Context F3259. 

Somewhat irregular~shaped piece of white fine

grained chalk, with shallow, roughly horizontal 

groovoG, most probably nc<turally formed. Length 

59nun.: Width 37mm; Thickness 16nun. 

[ lCI J • ]Ith 1 i nqboroqg]:L ... .J'lcrrrgw 1 

AOR 35125. Context 30476. AML 8611122. 

Archer's wristguard or bracer of a highly polished 

greenish-grey altered basic tuff. Probably from 

Great Langcl."\le. Length 5'7rmn; Width 38mm; Thiclmess 

3mm. 

[ 11 J • Ict.hLi ncrbox:.a.uQ:h._IlS!rt.ovi_l 

AOR 3512'7. Context 30476. AML no. 8611121. 

11 Sponge-·f i nger!l of Hhat appears to :be a crre::en i :.::~h

grey altered basic tuff. From Great Langdale? 

Lencrth 79nun; Width 18mm; Thiclmess 6mm. 



[ 12] . Irth l i ngborouqh. Ba.J:TOH 1 
~------------·--·--·--~-~-

AOR 34869. Context 30476. AML 8611111. 

NarroH, elonqaLed. fine-textured Hhite chalk 

"sponqe-finqer". fl,c;t on one side. Length 103mm; 

Width 15mm; Thickness 9mm. 

Mel< Clough, T.H .• md Cummins. W.A. [1979] Stone Axe 

Studies, CBA Research Report no. 23. 


