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funes from 3 'ourials and a number of bone groups Here examined. Their 
condi tion varied from good to very poor vii th varying degrees of surface erosion, 
distortion and fral9Jlentation, even Hithin one burial. 

The 
immature 

age at death Has calculated on thQ basis of tooth eruption (3) for the 
individuals and on dental wear ~ 1) for the adults. 

Burial 1 

The bones were the remains of an adult male, aged about 
generally good although there vias some $urface erosion. 
estimated to be 175 em (c. 5 ft 9 ins) from the formulae 
skull measurements are given in table 1. 

'rho dental formula v/aS:-

oc 
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20-30. Preservation 
The maximum stature 
of Trotter and Gleser(4). 

There l1ere slight gTeen calculus deposits on most of the teeth Hhich also 
sho\1ed a medium degree of hypoplasia. The anterior mandibular teeth had been chipped 
in antiquity, possibly even before death. 

'l'here were slight traces of torus mandibularis on the right side. The lambdoid 
suture contained 8 wormian bones, including 2 large ones at lamb<la. 

The right-hand side of the fifth lumbar vertebra shovTed spondylolisis (non
fusion of the vertebral arch to the vertebral body), a congenital condition. There 
wero also small pits in th~rticular surfaces of SOme of the vertebral bodies in 
the lumbar portion of the Jpine. These did not appear to be Schmorl's nodes 
(see belol'/) although they may be of a similar degenerative type. ~'here vias slight 
osteo-arthritic lipping on a few ribs, one thumb, the pelvis and some of the 
vertebrae. 

The animal bone fragments were from hare, sheep and cattle. 

Table 1: Skull Measurements for Burial 1 (in mm) 

L 183 

B 149 

BI 103 

S 1 129 

s' 1 114 

ilib 118.9 

J 140.2 



zz - 40.6 

RE 32.0 

H1 33.3 

M2H 24.5 

OIl 70.4 

OyL 20.3 

For definitions of measurements see Brothwell (1972). 

Burial 2 

This burial was more muddled, with fragments of 2 juveniles of different ages 
mixed in with it. 'rhe individual whose bones comprised the bulk of the burial ",as 
a male aged 35-45. The bones were generally in a very poor condition, being eroded, 
distorted and fragmentary. 

'rhe skull ~las metopic and had at least 6 wormian bones in the lambdoid suture, 
inoluding one at lambda. The teeth, "'hich had slight calculus dejY.>sits and ehoHed 
slight signs of peridontal disease, also displayed overbite. The dental formula was:-
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There were medium signs of osteo-arthritis throughout the skeleton but the 
oervical part of the spine was far more severely affeoted, with 03 and 04 aotually 
fused by the bony deposits. There were Schmorl's nodes in the lumbar vertebrae. 
These pits are caused by a normal but genetically linked degeneration leading to 
herniation of the inter-vertebral disc material. 

Burial 3 

These bones Here mainly those of a juvenile aged 1Qtl years. Three other 
individuals ~lere also represented. They Here the adult from burial 2, a juvenile 
aged 5±1 years and another adult, represented by just 3 teeth. Judging by their 
sillle this individual ~Ias possibly female. The juvenile bones found in burial 2 were 
parts of the 2 juveniles represented in Burial 3. 

The bones of the juvenile aged lOtl years Here in a fairly good state of 
preservation with most parts of the body represented. No pathological changes were 
noted but 3 of the cervical vertebrae, 04, 05 and 06, had double foramina 
transversaria on the left side. 

Bones from near Burial 1 

There Ivere 3 fragments of leg bones from a largish adult. 'I'hey do not belong 
to Burial 1 but oould be part of Burial 2. There Has also one lumbar vertebra from 
an immature individual, possibly from Burial 3. 

2 



Bones from near Burial 3 

These bones were mainly from a juvenile aeed '5±1 yoars, almost certainly the 
one represented in Burials 2 and 3. There vlere also a few fragments of a younger 
individual aged about 2±1 years and. a few fragments of an adult, possibly the one 
represented by the 3 teeth in Burial 3. 

Bones from the Central Cairn 

'I'his viaS a very mixed ccllection of fragments. There l'Iere a number of adult 
bones, some of which belonged to burial 2 and some of "Ihich did not, 'Phere were 
also immature bones belonging to one or both of the 2 juveniles aml fraDllents from 
an infant aged 2:1 years, probably the one represented in the bonos from near 
Burial 3. 

Cremated bone from the Central Cairn 

'rhese fragments l'Iere poorly caloined. 'Phey 1'1ere mainly skull fragments with 
some small pieces from long bones. They vlere from an adult individual. 

Summary 

The oones examined 1·lere parts of at least 6 individuals. The table 00101'1 

sho\'ls \-Ihich Uurials contained 'Ihich individuals eg Burial 2 Has mainly a male 
aged 3:5-45 but also included fragnents of 2 juveniles. Note that the column 
labelled "Adult" may represent more than one individual. 

Male Male 
"Adult" 

Juvenile Juvenile Infant 
20-30 35-45 10±1 5:t1 ~1 

Burial 1 main 

llurial 2 main frags frags 

Burial 3 frags frags ma.in frags 

,'::{)DOB near ?frags ?frag 
Bu .. rial 1 

llones near frags main frags .Jurial 3 

Central frags frags frags frags 
Cairn 

frags 
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