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Thc):e a.ro no uuitable dcpoG:i.ts on tho site su.itable for Hrtm.pJ.i:ng for pollen 

mJalys:Ls ,. fJ.'he oo:Ll ir-) too ncict fo1' mollusca to be pl'OAent ~ A cmall amount of 

carboninoc1 material~ including h~lY.el nu-ts a.nG. [;.Taint hew boen :r-ecovered from the 

clarker lovols of Iron Age pi-ts., Bone presorvation if3 extremely poO):'" 

Thus ·there is no pm~uibili-ty of o1)taining ovidence of t-he environment of 

the site in the past r bu·b the carbonised material may yield info:('nw.:tion of a 

2. Plourd-1 dam0.r:·e to archaeulord.cal features 
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'l'hc si tc is situa;ted on Thames River g--ravclB 6 
111he upper excavated a.J•oa iu 

on level. grmmd on top of the hill, Hhile the lm·1er m'oa is on the south-fao:lng 

slope. ~'he shall01•1 topsoil (approximately 30 to 50 ems in clepth) ir; similar to 

that soon at the nearby excavations of Hucking and approximates to th() St Albans 

series~ 

The field is doep-ploughc>cl every· three years. 'I'he upper excavat:i.on area 

shoNecl little plough clamac.''• but the area on the Glope has been considerably 

aff'oeted. by ploughing. Many archa.oological features .• pHs, postholes,. bur:la.l 

pits, etc ·-have bAen cl.eepl.y cut into by the plough and the damage is ex,tcnsi.·•m, 

It is interesting to note that the f'tn>mer apparently carries out deep 

ploughing of the arcs, to break up pa1ming, Hm·rever, no evidence of pan formation 

(either h·on or clay pcJ.nG) t-ras noted., a.p"r-~ from limited a:ceas of iron~·pmming 

at tho ba.so of several ditch sec·\; ions 1 Hhich are much too deep to l?o signifieant ~ 

'l'he a.rchacoJ.ogical featurGs aro o:f a. much :firmer collGis tence than the gravel 

into Hllich they a.re cut, and .. :it may ))n tha·t; these conntitute the Hpan° Hhich -Lho 
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