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sits on the site suitable for sampling For pollen

analysig. The soil is ftoo acid for mollusca do he present. A omall amount of
carbonisied material, including hozel nuis and grain, has hoen recovered fron the
darker loevels of Tron Age pite. Bone presérvaiion,is extremely poor.

Thus there is no pessibility of obiaining evidence of %the envirorment of
the site in the past, bult the carbonised material may yield information of a
cultoral nature.

2. Ploush damage to archasolozical features

The site ig situated on Thames River gravels. The upper excavated avesa is

ont level ground on top of the hill, while the lower area is on the south-facing
¥

slope. The shallow topzoil (zpproximotely 30 4o 50 cms in depth) is similar to
that seen at the nearhy excavations of Hucking and approximates to the St Albons
series.

The field is deep~ploughed every three years. The upper excavation area
showed 1ittle plough damaps, but the area on the slope has bheen considerably
affected by ploughing. HWany archaeclogical features - pits; postholes, burial
pits, etc ~ have been deeply cut into by the plough and the damage is extonsive.

It is interesting fo note that the farmer apparently carrvies out deep
pleughing of the aren fo 5reak up panning. Howeverv-no gvidence of pan formabion
(elchgr iron or clay pans ) was noted, apart from limiled aresas of iron-panning
at the base of several difch sections, which are much too deep to be significant.
The archa GOJGULCdl featvres are of a mouch firmer congistence than the gravel
into which they ére cut, ond it mey be that these constitute the 'pan" which the

farmer is atbempting to break up.
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The present practice of deep ploughing 15 cawing extensive damage to muny

of *he avchacclogical features which make up this impertent multi-pericd i
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