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Summary 

One adult female and two infant inhumations were 
excavated from the site of Beadlam Roman villa. The 
adult burial appeared to date to the demolition or 
post-demolition phases of the building rather than being 
contemporary with its occupation. Study of the remains 
suggested that the burial represented a deliberate 
interment within the demolition debris, not a corpse 
abandoned in the ruins nor (as had been suggested to 
account for the presence of an adult burial amongst 
demolition rubble at another Roman villa site) the death 
of an individual whilst taking shelter in the ruined 
building. 
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1'h~ee hl,lman bl_Iv'ials (two infants an(i one adult) were excavated at 
tt18 site of Beadlanl R!:llnar1 Villa. The adult bones were fOlAnd in a 
SOlnewt1at disar'tic:IJlated state among the demolition rubble in one 
o'r the v'ooms of the villa. Or18 infant was buried in a shallow 
grave outside one of 'the villa buil(jings~ the second infant was 
i:'t( ceo m F! i:;\ n :i, E':,' d 
\",t~:rt J 1 tAl :i, t 1-) i r', 
llth C:f:~j")t:.UI'·'\,' 

by a pottSI'-Y vessel and was interv'ed adjacent to the 
a villa bL\ilding~ 'T't18 burials pr-obably date to the 
nD" 

Context: SlArial LB/~~V: distlJlr'bed adult intlumation in rwbble 
layer- Of1 floor Q'f F~O(3m 1, Site LB. 

Material: F~r"esel~vatiorl m(JdeJ~ate~ approximately 70% of skeleton 
i::;UI'" v i \i i r"'I,:J " 

Sex: remale (BrlJthwell 1981). 

Age: 21--24 years (Workshop of European Anttlropolgists 1980,
flASior') o~: the illiar: cl~est; Szilvassy 1980 -
IDorphology of tt1e sternal articular faces of the 
c: I i::'1 v :i, elF:.' !:::.) u 

E>t!::'ltU]'''E':: 17:::;;,,:S em ('fl'''ot: t:,E'I'" i:':'lnc:! Dl E'!;:~E':I'" :l9~52 'J i'''E;~~PI'''[)c!UCf-:\'cI :i. n 
Brot~)well 1981 calculated from rigtlt ulna)u 

T T 'r 
fJ '7 (;:) ~,;) ,!~I, :::;. :,;:: 1 :[ ~:: :~:; 4 !;;:' 6 ''', B ,,,J .' 
Ft '/ 6 :5 ,!~!. 

,., 
:I. 1. '''', .~~ 4 J~;' 

(:'1 }' B '..:' .(~, .,: .. ",J 

r 'r 

L.EF·T· I:, I [3lrr 

Key: - Tooth ar1(j jaw missing post-mortemu 
T :: F)al~t of jaw missirlg but tooth present. 

Note~ A small channel is present on the inferior surface o'f 
two thoracic vertebrasu l'hese pY'obably repr-eserlt 
ElchmlJ]'"l '!;~, nod(:,:~!:~.u In y(Junq(:::~r" individui::ll!:; Hli:1Y bFi.~ fo~-mf:"cj 

tly tt1e e)['tv'lJESion of material fr'om the innsr- core of t~le 

ir1tervertebral discs, as a result of severe spinal 
c:ornpressiof1 (Sc:hmoy'l and Jurlghann~s~ 1971). 

Both upper 'f:irst incisors show severe attrition of 
tt1siv' occlLtsal surfaces whic:tl contrasts with t~jS 
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minimal wear Of1 tt18 IDolar and preJDolarsu 

Context= Burial LM/MQ ex J~E: in'farlt in~lumation accomparlied tlY a 
potter'y vessel within Buildir1g 8" 

Mater-ial: Prsservaticlf1 gc)od to moderate, ap~Jr"oxiamately 9()% (J~: 

s~~ele'ton sur-vivirlg~ 

8e>:: Not possible to determine from infant r'emairlsn 

Age: 36-38 weeks irl'-utero (Scheuer et al 1980 - long bone 
leflgths)~ 

Dental formula 
Dec:i cluotJS Denti t 1 on 

U U 
v u u X X X X v 
A A A A 

5 4 3 ~ 1 I 2 ~ 4 ~ 
~ ~ 

5 4 3 n 1 1 2 3 4 5 k 

X V X X X X X A 

U U U 
LEFT RIGHT 

Key~ rt;tooth present in jaw. 
X = Tooth lost post-mortem but socket present. 
U = Unarupted tooth. 

Note~ In addition to those teeth identified in the derl'lal 
formula fragments of a first mandibular molar of uncertain 
side were also f01Jnd. 

Context= Bur"fal Featllre 33: infant inhumation to the eas't c)'F 
Building 4. 

Mater'ial~ Preser'vatiofl gOD!J, approximately 90% clf skale'ton 
5ur-viving. 

Se)(~ Not possible to deter'mine from irlfarlt remairls. 

Age: 2-3 years (MassIer et al~ 1941 - development of 
de!:iduous dentition) 

2 



,~:. . iI- . ~. "", :I. :1 . 
,..) .. :~. lj. ,: ... 

, •• .1 .... , .,; .. .~:. .... , .. .' 
£~. 4- ' .. ;' "'l J :I. 

"') .. ;~. 
·'~I· ~:5 ,-, .,~. .,: .. .... , 

r 

-- l-oottl present in jaw. 
- Tooth 3fld part of jaw missing. 

T=part of jaw missing tlut lCJose toottl Pl r ·8ssnt. 

A small foramen is ~)resent irl the rlostericJr part of the 
basilar occip:ital bone. 

Cll .. tster·s of pirlhole like pits are present in ~mall 
(jepressions on the endocranial slJrface of the skull 
either" side of the frontal crest. These pits ar'e 
feJrmed tJY resorbtion of bone due to preSSlJre frcJm the 
'(:auliflDwer'-li~~e pacchicJrliarl bodies. Pacchioniarl 
boejies are rarely present in individuals IJnder three 
year's oi: age; they are usually for"med in the seventh 
Yf2i:!il'-' ()-f li'=f:.·! (t31'-i::iY'S P!rlE!t.C)my J9HD)" ·rh{·:·~' r)it~.; EII'-(? thu~::) 

lJne~pected ir1 an irldividual of ·ttlis age~ Also the 
grooves forlneci on the endoe:ranial slJr-faces of the 
parietal bones by the middle meflingeal ar"teries seemed 
to be unusually deep. 

l'Me rlormally crlJciform jllnctiorl r)reSerlt on tt19 
erldocrarlial surface of the occipital bone, fOI~lned from 
the ridges of tt,e superior longi·tudinal ancf later'al 
sinuses, is o·ff-set laterally. 

Dental enamel hypoplasia~ identi·fj.sd by tt\S presence of 
linear macr'oscopic depressions runrling trarlsversely 
al:r'OSS tt12 erlBIJlel of the toottl sur'face, is present Ofl 

ttle newly -formed per"manent mandibular incisors~ 

Hypoplasia is a structur"al defect reslJlting fi~om 

disease CJr dietary stY"ess dlJring the develop/nent 
c,·( ·{":.hE·:' t:'()Dth (bo()dmE:Il""1 [::'17. E:ll ~ .19BO) " 

G.!a.Dl;J:J.~U~"t.9.D.. 
T'wn of the inhumations are infants, orle aged 2-3 years and orl9 

aged only 36--38 weet,s in--utero. The third inhuma·tion is a female 
aljLtlt who died in her early twenties. 

The average length of gestation is 38-41 weeks (TarllleY" 1989~ 

43), but afteJ~ about 28 weeks the foetlJs is potentially viable 
arId, given CaIre, migh·t on occasion survive, even in antiquity 
(Molles[)n 1993~ 171). TtlUS the infarlt burial W:ittlirl Building 8 
seelns to be 2 slightly ~Jremature birth but it is not plJssible tlJ 
deteJ~nline whettler- i·t was stilltlorrl or died during the ilnmediate 
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post--rla·tal psrilJcj. 
Tt12 adult tllJr·ial wa~s ·':C)IJr1ri anlof1gst tt1S rlemlJli·tion (jetJr·is ir1 

Room 1 of tt1S villa. AlthcJIJgh f1C) grave olJtline CIJIJld be 
rec:ogr1:iselj or1 excava·t:ior·l, ·tt12 b\Ji~·:ial waE~ c:er·ta:inly r~cJt :lAt 
t. hr·· ()\..! {.:.:.i !···I t !···I (,~.: + 1 DC'!'·· " It:. \,\lC'U]. d t h u ~;::. :~:·E::(:::"in t:. C) p n~::; t.· .. cj ;.,,\ t E'! -1::.]"··1 e; 

abandDrllnerlt c)f the villa. ·r·t12 tlorleE~ werp ·':OIJf1(j in a 
disar·ticulatsej sta·te altholJgh most aj~eas of the skelet(Jfl were 
r-e~)reSerlte[j ar1ri wer"s irl vel~·y apprC)Xinlate ar1atomi(:al relatiorlstlips 
with one anott1er··~ ttls suggesticJn is then ·that this inriivi(jlJal was 
clr-igiflally inter-r··eri if1 Room 1 a!5 a c:clnlrllete body. 

One ~)ossible s>:plarlatiorl for the above observations is that, 
followirlg abanriclnnlent of ttlS villa, a c:orpse was disr)(Jsed of in 
the rlJirlSd buildings (or pertlaps an individual died whilst ta~:ing 

shelter ttlel~e) and was 5~ubsectlJ0ntly tJuried by the cIJllapse of the 
b\Jilding as ttlS villa fell into c!scay. '"t1is type of scenario was 
mooted to aCCollrlt for ttlS fir1dir1g c)f afl aclL!lt burial amongst the 
demolition rubble at Roc~:boLlr"ne Villa, Hainpshire (discIJssion in 
Anderson f1d). In the pr·eE~8nt case this SC8nal~i{J seems !.Anlj.ke1.y. 
A corpse abanricJned in a rlJined builc!ing is almost certairl to 
attract scavengers, however no signs of animal gnawing were 
present on the bor18Sn Were a body lying orl ·the su~fRce~·for any 
length o~: time we m:ight also p>:r1ect more skeletal elenlsnts tCI be 
'nissing~ The few ·teeth that are present Br-p in good cOfldition 
and large pieces of I:arlcellc)us bone are present. Tooth erlaJnel 
tends to fragmen·t i·f 9>:posed to the elemerlts for any length of 
time Bfld cancellolJS bOf1e w[)IJld flot be expec·ted ·to slJrViV0, henc:e 
this too arglJes against the blJdy lyir19 uncovered on the surfa(:e 
for any lengttl o·f tinle. 

A more likely e>:planatiorl for the Beadlam a(jLIlt burial is that 
it was made either in a gr-ave cut ir1·tCJ the layer of demolition 
rubble Dr ttlat the cor·pse was laid or1 the rubble strewn floor 
(Jf the ruined building and r-ubble and soil tleaped over it~ The 
burial was probably made fairly soc)n after the abar)cioflnlerlt of the 
blJildings in the late 4th centurYn Disturbarlc:e of the bur-ial 
(wtlic:h must t1ave CJCCLlrred a·fter- the soft tisslJes tlad decayed) was 
likely (Jus of distlJrbanc:e to the rutJble within which it lay, 
r)erhaps due teJ people retr·ievir1g bu:ilc!ing Ina·ter·ials fr-om t~le 

ruined villa ·for re-usp. 
In !::Ic:lc!:i.i:.:ion t.o thE' E:tc!ult !:~.kpIE,tDn di~::.cu~:.!~:.i:~:'d i::·lbDVC:' !::~DITlC' 

redeposited fr-agments of human bone wer-e also found in the 
excavai:.:iorl of the villa. None o·f these seemed to derive fr·onl the 
l~oom 1 b\Jrial and they came from at least two adults. ·l"his 
suggests the r,resenc:e c)·f at least 2 ~:urther irlhumai:.:iorls in ttle 
vicinity of tt19 sitsu 

(.~ n d I:.~r· ::~~Dn ~ S " ( r·i d) " !~:;£~"<;.L.:..!;;! .. r;!L\.c"D..!~._X~£:~.r.05:lf.~J:! ... _ .. S('..:i. ":.t...:!:,.JiU! :r.t} .. m ... ..!:::!.L\.f1."!.{~\CI ..... J.:n·.::.ji::I .. g~.:L .. f.~~.!J.5?'." 
1···Jamp~::~h:i.r·{=2 J'i!U:::;E::l..Im~:::. FF.;\ct. GhE~!t::)t No" 2" 

BJ'~ ot. hl,,,lF::]. .l, D" n" (t 7U 1) P .. ;t . .l.lEL.i. .... !:~U;:i ....... LJr;! ....... n.9.U..!:~::.~i~. (:::;'1'- c! (·2d i t i on) " Ci>: ·f: 01'·· d 
Univer·sity Press (BI'-itish MlJSeUm Natural .~istory), O>:1:0I r ·d" 

C:":iClOd mi:":'In '.' PI ~ 
1···1'1" P D1] ]. i::\ E i E:"1 !:;~ 

F'DPUJ. ;:!It.i on!!~, 

H" AroJelagos, G. 
El!:;i· Indi Ci::\tO/"·!:;:. o·f 
-fJ'··cHn III i nDi s. 
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PX:: .. i:::\_:/.. . ...... /:)r)J::.~,t.!.~;!.!.!.(/.. (J 9Hf3) " 'rh E' C.l. \:":"1 !~.~!;;;.:i. c:: ::r.)1.1 E':C t. (Jr '!:;;. E:c:l i t. i Lin" 

F~2Vi!S2d firom ·the fifteenth edit.ion. Galley Press, Leic:est.er. 
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t. hE? 'f C'E' t. j'''f" 
the Child as l~e'Flected in the Calcifica·tion Pattern o·f 
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Natural History & Arl:haeological Society~ MDnograp~1 Series Number" 
:ll. " 
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Post-crarlial MeaSLtrements 

Skel: l_B/KV ROOM 1 

L..UI L. J ::?:59" () 
F<UI L:!. 2(~~O" 0 
nTiDJ 29,,() 
I"(f :i. D :.:,: :,::: :;,: " 0 
1",1""",]) 1. 2'7" 0 
1',1"" Ee D ;,~ ::":"1·,, 0 
I",F"2E1 74" (l 

L. F' E~ El :!. ij. ~,;':: " 0 

1....1"'·',',131 4:':~" 0 

PlatycnsJnic inde>( "- 76% 
Platymeric index .- 79% 

SkEel. LM/MQ ex NE 

I.. .. Ti l.. 1. 6:~:~ " () 

nT·:i. l.. :1. 61. " 
~.::.i 

I...Fi. I 1. ~59 " 0 
PI"'·i. I 1 ::'::;<l" 0 
I...,F,,'I.... 1 T":" 0 
F:F·"',I....:I. 7::~~" 0 
LI"'luL 1 62" 0 
PI .. ·lul.. .. 1 6::,,: " () 

Lni:3.i.... :I. LiB" 0 
Pl",,,,, 1.... 1 L1·B" 0 
L.UI L :I. :56" (1 

PUI 1....1 ~.:S6 
" 0 

Skel~ Feature 33 

·f:i.!....1 :I.:Y7,,0 
TiDl 15 .. ~.) 

TiD2 14 .. 0 
1"'luLl :l T2. (I 
L..F·E~D:I. J ~~;" () 
1";:1"",", D :l 1. ::": " :::; 
1.. .. F',·,:;D::': :I. "1-,,:5 
F;:FE'1D:2 :I. ::.15" 0 

PlatYCflemic index = 90% 
j~latymv-ic index = 90% 

~~ey: FeG1 = Diametel~ of femoral head" 
tEtk(~·;)n ·fl'·om Br'(Jtht,\!~~~ll (19Bl)" 
All measuv"ements 0V"e in m:illimetrss" 
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