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Southwark, Mark Brown's Wharf - Lasather

Fi()[}) Welted Insolé:2 woman's, lofl foot, complete; medium round pointed

e~

il

octe

51 KEEB Heal tappioce‘g% mants, 1t has dismeond shaped peg holes c. 4.0mm.

could have baen aboub 170 ohildren®s?

seam is normally Tiner thao bLhe uprer soam in @ welted shoe,

toe, very narrow waist., That this is a welted insole and not a turnshoe
sale is shown by (a) hardly any abrasive wear on the grain side {next

to the foot) and what there is is evenly distributed, (b) the fairly
coarse grain/flesh marginal stitching, not finer edge/flesh stitching,
with a slight downwards moulding of the edge; stitch length c. Go0mma,
(c) a few small holes down the central axis showing where tacks were
used to hold the insole on to a wonden last during the shoemaking
pprrations., L: 185mm.; W (Lread}: 5%meme; o (waist)s 16mm.; W {seat):
T4mim. The prowent size is abaul cize 10 children's (Engliﬂh)@z

Assuming a shrinkace during burial of aboul 10%, the original size

There is also a small fragqment, L: o, Yima., of welt, 1t is of the

falded over type Lo accanmdate (or ive Lhe appescance of) a "platform"
hetween upper solo and was protoably opicinslly @ fifierrnt colour.

Tt has the usunal twn cnams (i) fhe wilt/uppecfinnole seam, stilch
length oo Gu0mo, {0 eonoon bhe Jrenle Pfenl0)s (ii) Lhe welt/sole seam

paseing throusk Lhe Fold of Lhe well, Titeh lengbh A Dom, The sole

This frangment coan be Fitlbed o Lho jooolo, peobiably round Lhe nutside
joint (1ittle toe AL

i

The shape and coastruction sunnest o dete ot 1570-95.

» F,0mm. (Uarinbln) rount the marnin »nd one in the centre; some holes
are wholly or partially filled {7 identify mehnrial;- it should be
woot but may hn carth). The bacle of the toppiece has been worn away
hut mot more on one corner than hhe other suggesting, perhaps, it

may omginally have heen on a riding boot rather than one uséﬁ for

walkina. W {mox.): c. 78mm.

fpssibly secand half af the 17th enntury.

tipper: thres-picce conoisbing ol wvomp and btwo quarters joined by two
aide spems ond oo back scame b venp ie decorated near the toe with
Trnoitudinal = Lashes oo Tl Jong and o, 4, 0mm, apart; Lheoo are at
least 19 af theoe bot oo port of the Yot ~ice af bne vamp hoa now
disannnared Lhe aombor s nob oo vteine Temediately hehind these

slashes (“f”ﬂrq““jﬂﬂ fernm hoevi Lo tag) Ehero in n row of vory small




{(Southuuerl, larcle rown' - whart - Losthen — conttiy ) 2
cubks, te 1.0 = TaDmme lome, more bhan T, oond not culnchding
exachly wilh bhoe slachino, Placn, wvern Lhe wmaln ares of b vanp on
the instap Lhoeo is o diomond=chopod e rangeaent of ny G4 cimilor

swall cubtsy fhey appear Lo b tormed inosight rows of eeohe cach

Lut il is nol always cloar uhot s o oot sosd what 1a o Lroaic in the
grain of the leathur,  Accoss Lhoovamp close ko bBe throat Lhere 1s
another row ni shorter bhingitudinal clashes, L oce 10mm.  and . Zfell —
3 0mme apprt. The resuliing vow of siaall strips now shows as 4ridgu
acrosé the throat, posgbly an orgoginal Fashion intention.

Finally, the wdge of the theoat itoelf has a decorative scalluped

tep band, originally stitched on hul now duetached and incomplete;

it waos attached by o butted cdge,/grein seam, stitch lengbth 4,0mim,

The scallops on the binding sre 10wae dueep from the top curvoed edge

to the streaioht continucus sticched ane and c. 7.0mn. wide. (L/%AHA&:\

Each scallop has a central holo, diamobor o IPRTTTN

con, joiniag the auartars togelhoer, iooan e,

side sogms.  The b

nrain hutted one, sbiteh lencth A0,

The top edge of Buth quartors baoo been ceallopod so that ab fErat
sioht thore opvors to e oan abtuoched Limting as an the vasp Lhroat,
[ fact the apporenl break oo the outside benesth bhe scollops

hos bLeen produced by @ row of greingrein stitehing, stitoh lenath

2.5 — n.idmie, pul ting Lhe loobior up into o decorave incontod ridoe.

The top edge of Lhe stififenor, which as osual is moulded with the
grain side facing inwards, hos been overstibcehed tofbe inside (Flech)
of the guarters, stitch length c. 6,00, (variable) with resdbing

scalloping.

The Jlasiing macain of the upper carcies a grain/flesfi seam, stitch
length c. 7.5 = 8.0mi, where it was attuched to welt and inscleoe.
There may originally have been a filling between insole and sole but
it does not appear to be there now.

ITnsole: similar to!?&wibh a grain/flesh seam on the turned down margin,

stitch lenqgth, ce 7.5 ~ 8.8 mm, There is some fool impression and

at the inside waist, particularly on the right side where theare was
only little pressure @nder the arch of the foot, the grain is clearer,

Welt: this sbLill remainsg in situ except whore themaximum wear has

taken place at the osutside toe end and culside heel seat, Theerdges
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The edges of the welt, which passed right round the shoe, met

at the inside waist and were joined te each other. The welt is of
the normal Flat kind (cf.éﬁ} with the usual two seams!

(i) uniting walt/upper/insole, stitch length 7.5~8.0mm,

(ii) uniting welt/sole, stitch length 6.0 - 7.0mn.

Sple: similar to the insole in shape but }arger (as normal).

The maximum wear is at heel seat and toe. The gole stitching was
"in channel", set in c. S5.5mn.; from the edge (7.5mm, at the waist)
and this is still visihle where least wear has taken place - the
inside waistj elseuwhere it has disappeared with only Lhe heles

remaining —~ stiteh lenagth as for the welt (ii) c. 6.0 — 7.0mm,
L: c.240mmes W (tread): c. Bham.; (waisht): . 35nm.,
The prosent size is =2bout 1 adulbs® {nalish).

This remarkably well-proserved hecleless shoe with its wolted
construction snd =lashiod decoration is on excellent oxanple of late

Tudor, high guality Fashion.

{hrnw — Lop ond hebtond

Welted ehoe sole, rinhl foob, vory dobteryiorabod and showing evidence

of repair. It has a mediugm rounded toe {as 216) and a fairly narrouy

v

waist, The origidnl Arain/Clesh margingl seam, stitech lengbh
was in a channel as usual, cet in c. S.000. from the edge and still
visible at Lhe inside waist; nnly Lhe holes survive olsewhere.
Additional holes roundd the marain oi the Torspart indicate a repair
addition and there iz also a transverse line of heles across the
toe where s toe-pince was added, As usual, the outside back of the
heel seat has worn auay.

L: c. 1BBmm.; W (Lrnad): c. BDmmey v {waist): c. 27mm.

Same period as/2Nand /210

uelted shoe sols, childty; tno—end now missing, apparently cut off.
1t may be a right fant bulthis is not positive, The grain/flesh
stitch holes throgah which the sole wans i btached Lo Lhe welt  have

a otileh Tencth of oo G hmm, ol were oricinally selt in channel

(et 111 vieible in The weiab) oo A0 = Gofimi, irom Lhe adge,

ihe oricinad ton wes probichly rounsded and Lhe shoer nearly "straight"
anithnr left por riaght ). The “losoh =ide shows Lhe inpression of the
wrlt and upper lastin aoccine Tie Loe ond moy hove been cut away

for a repalr bto bo arided,
Le 17%mme; i (tread)s Braeg W (waist)e Dhume; i (coat): Atmm,

. S.Umm'
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Southwark, Mark 4rown's Wharf - Leather - contd.) 4

welted shoe, left foot; complete cxcept for Lhe right guarteri it

is in poor condition. May bo a child's or a smsll woman's, Partially
reassemblad,

Upper: vamp and two guarters {originally - ome now missing) Jjoined

by two hutted side seams at the wings, stiteh length c. 5.0mm.y

and a backseam, the details of which are ncw obscure. The toe-end

of the wvamp has dicappeared and the throat is now a rough torn concave
curve and not the original edge but taking into consideration the

top esdge of the remaining guarter it would seem probable that the

shoe was of the simple pull-on or "casual® type typical of the

late Tudor periad., Part of the hoel stiffener romains inside the
quarter and as for /216\1t has its front edge taken in with the side
seam and has gcalloped overstiteching along its top edge where 1t

was abtbached bto the flesh side of Lhe guarter, stitch length ce 7.0mm,

Insole: complelbe, and wilh o very narcow waist, it is thicker
Ehan the insole nf /Z10N\and the marginal welt sowing seam is an

edge/Tlesh ane, <bitch Tenobh o, 605 = 70680,

Welte: some sbill vemeing rouns Lhe waist and scat ond is of the normal)
flat or unfolied Lype with b lwo sosns as belfore (§3) welt/unper/
insole, stibeh lenslh 5,5 — F,thiiee, (iidwelb/ouin, sfiteh lepgth

AL = N, 0ma. The renainieg querlber is osbil)l alboched fo bthe insole,

porhaps by trncuﬂuf Ehroad olhievynn the well has brokon away but

is still attoched to bthe anle.

S5olet medium rouncepainteod toe, Faicly noarrow waists worn zway at
L ight , . .

toe end and inside (iﬁgks coraoer of heel seat, which is unusual For

a 1laft shor., The original groin/flech =titching was in a channel

set in ¢, 6.0 - 8.0mn. from Lhe adge and this is still visible in

the waist where lrss wear hos oeccurredy stitch lenaoth (as in welt):

4.5 = S5.0mn (somoehst variable),

Le 17%ming W (breod)s c.o Ohmneg W {waist): o, Bd4mme; W (seat)s c,46mm.

The presen

size 1= ahuuynéze 6 oechildren's (Fnalish}),

The sole may b from Lhe teliow of Lhis shoe.
Y

Welted insnln, ieft ooty Lhe too is reother more pointed than for

the previsus shaosy hesl seot pow micdnny distorted, Tt has a

worginal adoedlesh oell gowins ceom, cbitch lonobh 6,0 - 4,0 mm.

variable hol' in ITenglbh amd pocitiaonine, o nobt unusual Prature of a

an intornal oo bhiereiore bididon welbt coamo s dictinet from oa visible

mole seam,  Throe hales in Yhe forepart may show whieen bhe insole
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was attached to the last durving the shonmalking operations,

Lt ce 190mme; W (tread): c. 700m.; W (waist); c. 28mm,

Althaugh the end ofthe heel scat is now missing so an acourate
estimate of the odhinal length cannol be made, it seems probablé

that the present size is abeout 11 children's (English)

5ix leather fragments

(a) A large roughly rectangular piece with ooe end rounded, c. 100mm,
x 90mm, (max). The two longer sides are siinhtly concave and cut with
a slioht, bubt not positive, sugyestion of a seam. Thre broad straight
and has stitch holes and semm scalloping, =titch Length oo 4.iimm,
the round end a2lso has savidence of ceoarse stitching, stitech length
poesibly c. 8,5mm., near the ndge and with 5 second row Further in.
The picce is rrteriorabted ond olthouch it may he a repair patch for
the waist anrd seat of a shos holtom this is hy no means cortain.
(drow)

(b} Heel seut and perb of wvaist of o welbled in-ole, popr condition

and the detalls sre gomewhobl mocsked by econcervaticen braatment,

'he piece hos anocdge/Flesh welh seing snom, stileh lengbh oo 7.5mm0,
There appear Lo he some Lraces of haouy thrend in eitwu bub Lhese may be
rrom leter repairs,  Several nodl ov peg holaes in he seat may also
indicate where sole repairs were made. The seabt is s1ill cupped

frem foot heel pressure. Li 87mme; 4 (scatd: c. 46mn.

(c) Fragment ufwelted insple, probably “rom the toe end (see (d) bolow).
The identifying feature is the wellb sewing rib sct in down each side
e 3.0mire From Lhe edge and c. S.0mn, wide, Through it ihe welt

sewing holes pass side to side, stitch lennth 4.5mm,

Wrlt sowing through a flesh rib rother than edge to ﬁéh sugnnsts that
this fragment is rather later Lhan the previous ones, possibly into

the 17th century. L 7%mm,

() Fragment of welind insole weist; irom o narrow-waisted shos,

The welt sewina ribs cither side are similor to those on (o) above

-

and it weuld ooen ponsible thot (o) nd {d) are park aof Lhe same insole

and that () i~ the rorepart and not the aest,

(0raw (o0 2t {0) Logether)

Al-o bwao asmall oniconnbic iod (pagrrobs, IE;\VV (d,) o
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Motes

(4) The "toppisce" is.the final or bottom layer of a heel which actually
rests on the ground and takes the abrasive wear in walking. If of
leather "1t has to be/tge same quality at least as the sole
whereas the remsindoer of the heel (the *1irts"™ if the heel is of
the built or "stacked" type) is normally of inferior material.
flormally the toppiece wars awaQ most at the back left corner of the
left shoe and the right back corner of the right shoe, HBefore
shoes acquired heels as a separate component (c. 1595) the heel seat
of the sole itself wore away at these places and it would seem

logical to assume bhat heels first appoared as repair additions.

(2) The English shoe size scale bengins st 4.1/3 in. for size 1(children's)

and then increases by 1,/3 in. for each size to 8.1/3 in. for size

13 {children's); it Lhen sharts noaln at 4,2/3 in. for size 1 (adulte

- . Frs s - r
and continuns upweords in /7% in. incrowments as far os required,

(LZZ:’F1%FH U“LH{MW|0 reamberr are: chilideen - 5ize 6 = 6 10y

actdultes - sive 5 o= 10 In.

o~

) Hpublished axperinent-l warle by Lhe writor in which samplins of

—

leather have bren huyriaod in ool eavrth since 1939 and eranined at
intervals of 1, 2, 4, 2, 16 yrore cucoest bhet altor o period pf

abiout 16 yrars the I-alhor is reachin: its maximum shrinkage,

poraslibly ahoob 105 Thiis means Lhat a size 5, odults'y, shoe would

shrinlz to size 2 in burial.

Jet August, 1981

{1) In a welted shoe the leooting mergln of bho wupper is sandwiched
hetween the welt and bhe odae of the ineole and then the three are
sewn tegebther., The sole ic Lthen sbitched to the protruding welt
by a ~econd apam, e oa desevicbisg of thia/ mo?hod Uf ahoe
cnnetructiaon sees D, U, Thornban Pyooual-d Shoes to 1600" in
Trans, Fusoum Arsictante  coup 17, tTor 19735 (1975) 2 « 13,



