Lags V0

GHEAT YARMOUTH -~ Clay samples

Justine Bayley
Ancisnt ¥enuments Lab,

Twelve semples taken frem clay fleors and evens at varieus lavels en
the sits were examined in an attempt te determine their erigin. Accerding te
Mr., W. Cerbett ef the Seil Survey there are three pesaible lecal seurces ef
olay; the chalky beulder clay frem Jjust inland, the sandy clays of the Nerwich
briok esrths which eutcrop en the ceast a few miles ssuth of Great Yarmenth
and alluvial clays frem the river.

The samples were examined visually both bDeferte and after firing te
abeut 70000 in an exidising a'tmosphere.(1) One sampls, ne. 35C; was X-rayed
"edge en" te mee if the darker layers in it were due te iren depezitien. Ne
definites I-ray enague layer was neted, altheugh the laminar structurs of the
depesit was clearly shewn. The dark bands in this and sems ef ths sther samplas
are therefere mest likely dues te staining by erganis matter.

As can be seen frem the table belew sver half the ssmples wers chalky,
altheugh seme (Greup D} were far finer textured than ethers (Greuv B). The
nen~caloareeus depesits were alse ddévided en a texture basis, Greup C being
finer than the ene sampla which cemprised Greup A. This sample alme centained
far less iren than any ef the ethers.

Table ef results

Site ne. Caloarseus Texture Greup  Hafe ey swbaded
68 ne finer c g el

163 yes cearser B pa~it pived
210 e cearser A u
249 yes cearaer B {-ﬁvan el
296 yes finer D u....r‘rc;ﬁaﬁ
308 ne finer c part-frved
312 yas Gearser B panpt ¥R
350 yes cearser B “
438 yes finer ) poit- fied
455 yes finer D et ved
456 yes finer D “
457 ne finer c s

Greup B are almest certainly ohalky beulder olays, Greup D, while

still being ocalosresus, are of a far fimer and mere even texture which weuld
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tond te indicate water serting, They may well ﬁe beulder clays rewerked by the
river and se ceuld be described as alluvial, Greup C are nen-calcareeus alays,
nrebably of alluvial erigzin, Sample 210 (Greup A) may renresent the Nerwich
brick earths er it ceuld ceme frem a cearser alluvial devesit, Witheut
comparative material ef knewn erigin it is diffiocult te be mere nrecise in

assigning a seurce te any of the greups of material examined.
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